A READING FROM THE WRITINGS OF ISAIAH

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has
risen upon you.

For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.

Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your
dawn.

Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they
come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your
daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ armes.

Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you....

Violence shall no more be heard in your land, devastation or
destruction within your borders; you shall call your walls Salvation,
and your gates Praise.

The sun shall no longer be your light by day, nor for brightness shall
the moon give light to you by night, but the Lord will be your
everlasting light, and your God will be your glory.

Your sun shall no more go down or your moon withdraw itself, for the
Lord will be your everlasting light, and your days of mourning shall be
ended.

Your people shall all be righteous; they shall possess the land forever.

They are the shoot that | planted, the work of my hands, so that |
might be glorified....
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But you shall be called priests of the Lord, you shall be named
ministers of our God; you shall enjoy the wealth of the nations, and in
their riches you shall glory.

Because their shame was double, and dishonor was proclaimed as
their lof,

therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion; everlasting
joy shall be theirs.

For |, the Lord, love justice, | hate robbery and wrongdoing; | will
faithfully give them theirrecompense, and | will make an everlasting
covenant with them.

Their descendants shall be known among the nations and their
offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.

| will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my whole being shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks
himself with a garland and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

For as the earth brings forth its shoots and as a garden causes what is

sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and
praise to spring up before all the nations.

[saiah 60: 1-5, 18 -21; 61: 6-11



