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And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the people, and
blessed them, and came down from offering the sin
offering, and the burnt offering, and peace offerings. .
{Shemos 9:22}
From here we see that the Priestly Blessing must be
accompanied by lifting of the hands. (Talmud, Sotah 38).
Blessings and good wishes alone, without lifting the hands
to attain them and concretize them are like a soul
without a body. The Cohanim {priests}, as teachers of
the people, must combine action with words. In Tehillim
{Psalms} (119) it is written: “l will lift up my hands to
Your commandments that | love, and | will speak about
Your statutes”. This indicates that, before we fulfill “And
| will speak about your statutes”, using our lips to speak
about the statutes of the Torah, we should first use our
hands for Your commandments that we love. We should
first do actual deeds before merely speaking. Thus it is
written (Lamentations 3) “Let us lift our hearts with our
hands to Hashem {G-d} in Heaven”, meaning: let us
transform the good thoughts in our hearts into actual
deeds; let us not be satisfied with cardiac Judaism [“] am
a good Jew at heart”]. - Menachem Tzion
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Speak to the people of Israel, saying; These are the
creatures which you shall eat among all the animals that
are on the earth. . {Shemos 11:2}
Of what concern is it to the Holy One, Blessed be He, if
one chooses to ritually slaughter an animal and then eat
it, or stab it and then eat it? Of what concern is it to Him
whether one chooses to eat of “permitted” or
“forbidden” animals? This can only be explained by
saying that the Mitzvos have been given only to refine
and purify humanity through them. - Medrash Tanchumah
{Shemini 8}
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To differentiate between the unclean and the clean, and
between the creature that may be eaten and the
creature that may not be eaten. . {Shemos 11:47}
With this verse, the Torah portion of Shemini ends and is
followed by the Torah portion of Tazria, which deals with
the plagues that come about because of gossip. This
comes to hint to us that just as we are to be careful not
to take something into our mouths which is forbidden, so
to we must be careful not to communicate something out
of our mouths which is forbidden. In the Haftoroh of
Shemini (Samuel II: 6:7) {when the Parsha falls out by
itself} it is stated: “And Uzzoh reached out to the ark of
Hashem {The Lord} and took hold of it, for the oxen had
stumbled. And Hashem was very angry at Uzzoh and
struck him [dead] because of the error he did, and he
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died there by the ark of Hashem”. The sin of Uzzoh was
that he stretched forth his hand towards the ark of
Hashem to make the ark compatible with the cattle -
[on the same level] but not to take the cattle to raise
them to the same level as the ark. It is our responsibility
to make the conditions of our life compatible with the
Torah, but not to stretch our hands against the Torah of
Hashem so as to make it compatible with the conditions
of life that are ever changing. - Menachem Tzion
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R' Levi said in the name of R' Chomoh Bar Chaninah it
would have been correct to read Parshas Hachodesh
before Parshas Poroh, since on the first of Nisson The
Mishkon {Tabernacle} was erected, and on the second of
Nisson the Poroh {Heifer} was burnt, if so why is the
order reversed ? Since it is the purification of Klall
Yisroel! - Talmud Yirushalmi, Megilah 25:
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On Shabbos Parshas Poroh The Beis Aharon of Karlin said
"That one must believe that just as we would become
pure with the ash of the Poroh Adumah totally, to be
pure for the offering of the Korbon Pesach, so to are we
purified with the reading of Parshas Poroh, each and
every person according to their stage, to the light of
Pesach, and the holiness of each and every one according
to their elevation in holiness".
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Ah Guttin Shabbos! - Rabbi Naftali H. Ganzweig




