
Delegates to the House of Delegates of The American Physical Therapy Association Section 1. Qualifications 

A. Only Physical Therapist members in good standing of the Association in any category of membership for two years 

immediately preceding, and of the Chapter for one (1) year immediately preceding the election for Chapter Delegates 

and who have consented to serve, if elected, may serve as Chapter delegates. 

B. Only delegates who have served in the House of Delegates in the past may be elected as Chief Delegate. 

Section 2. Election and Tenure 

A. The Chief Delegate to the House of Delegates of the Association shall be elected at the fall meeting of the Chapter for a 

term of three years. Beginning with the election in 1997 the Chief Delegate will be elected every third year after that. 

B. The additional number of delegates to which the chapter is entitled and one alternate shall be elected at the fall 

meeting of the chapter. 

C. Delegates shall serve for a term of two (2) years with half of the delegation being elected in odd-numbered years and a 

half being elected in even-numbered years. Alternates shall serve for one (1) year. 

D. In the event, the Association notifies the Chapter that the number of delegates allotted is less than the previous year, 

the delegate(s) elected by the least number of votes will be dropped to be in compliance. 

E. In the event that reassignment of votes is necessary, Association Bylaws will dictate the transfer of votes. 

F. In the event any elected delegate is unable to function as such, the majority of delegates present may select an 

alternate if no selected alternates are available. 

G. A Chapter delegate may not, in the same year, serve as a section delegate. 

H. The names of the Chapter delegates must be submitted to the Association as required by the Association and the 

Standing Rules of the House of Delegates. 

Section 3. Rights and Duties 

A. The Chief Delegate shall serve as a member of the Executive Board and coordinates the activities of the delegation. 

B. All delegates shall register for and attend the annual and special meetings of the House of Delegates of the Association 

to represent the membership of the chapter. 

C. Delegates shall vote at meetings of the House of Delegates, in accordance with instructions and/or policies of the 

Chapter. In the event that a question arises in the House of Delegates, which has not been discussed previously, the 

delegation shall evaluate the issue and cast their votes in their best conscience. 

 

 


