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Timeless Strokes: Chinese Ink Painting and Appreciation
hEKEMIARE (HE/BE)

Traditional Chinese ink painting emphasizes the concept of “spiritual resonance and vitality” (5584 &)).

Introduction

Using only simple materials—water, ink, and paper—artists can create elegant landscapes, figures, flowers,
birds, and etc. The main tools include paper (xuan paper), brushes (made from goat or wolf hair), ink, and
mineral pigments.

Qi Baishi’s Chinese Cabbage

Qi Baishi (1864—-1957) was a renowned modern Chinese art master, highly accomplished in poetry, calligraphy,
painting, and seal carving. His artworks cover a wide range of subjects and often express the essence of ink
painting through a style that appeals to both refined and popular tastes. Chinese cabbage was one of his
frequently depicted themes. In one of his cabbage paintings, he wrote, “Peony is the king of flowers, lychee
the first among fruits—But why is no one calling cabbage the king of vegetables?” This quote reflects Qi
Baishi’s deep appreciation and admiration for the humble cabbage.

Steps to Draw Cabbage
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