
 

Stewardship Article for Feb. 2018 Newsletter 

2018 certainly showed signs of heating up in spite of the often-cold January temperatures-

thanks to the heat and spice of the 15, yes, that’s right, 15 entries in the Annual LCOC Chili 

Cook-Off! On January 20th, 96 people gathered to sample and score the tasty chili entries, enjoy 

a variety of other delicious foods, and fellowship together. In addition to LCOC members, there 

were many friends from Woodbridge Rotary which partnered with us on the event, as well as 

other friends from around the community. It was a truly excellent example of generosity, 

hospitality and making new connections as well as strengthening previous ones. Thanks to a 

Thrivent Action Grant and the generosity of so many, there were ample amounts of food and 

materials to host an awesome event. Thanks to everyone who was part of the Action Team, as 

well as all the other folks who brought food, helped set up, and clean up. Special thanks to 

Pastor Darcy, the Rudys, the Gimmis, Daniel Owusu, Phil Overholt, Jennifer Rice, the Schilders, 

the Rosenquists, and Randy Beattie for pitching in anywhere needed.  It does indeed take a 

village!  In addition to being a time of fellowship and connections, the Chili Cook-Off was a 

fundraiser for the materials needed for our upcoming Rise Against Hunger event on March 10th, 

starting at 9:00 a.m. This fun-filled evening began with a welcome by Pastor Darcy and the 

showing of two videos with a powerful message about Rise Against Hunger. Posters created by 

Sarah Gimmi illustrated the importance of this life-changing ministry and will be displayed 

throughout the initiative. After time to sample and score the chili entries and enjoy a hearty 

meal, attendees formed teams with their table mates and put their thinking caps on for a Trivia 

game. Participants at the winning table each received a small plastic tote filled with goodies. 

After score keepers tallied the chili score cards, the winners were announced. It was great to 

see the excitement on the faces of a first-time guest to LCOC whose chili entry won third prize 

and the cheers go up from the crowd when Pastor Darcy won second place and Roger Rudy was 

the grand prize winner for the evening, taking home not only the first-place prize basket, but 

the cherished “Golden Spoon”. However, the real highlight of the evening was the 

announcement that thanks to the generous freewill offering of attendees and an extra gift by 

Rotary, we raised $1,384 that evening for Rise Against Hunger! With other donations made so 

far, we are about half way to our goal of $8700 to fund 30,000 meals.  Please continue to share 

the following link with all your friends and social networks: 

https://shn.secure.force.com/events/homepage?id=701f1000001kZmhAAE so that they can 

donate to LCOC’s Rise Against Hunger event; and of course join us on March 10th for the actual 

meal packing beginning at 9:00 a.m. Please let us know if you have any contacts with 

businesses or other organizations who would be interested in participating and supporting 

this. If you have not done this before, you will be amazed by the fun shared by everyone 

pitching in assembly line to make this happen! 

Financial commitment cards and gifts and talents sheets: if you have already 

turned yours in-thank you! If not, please do so ASAP. So far only a third of these have 

https://shn.secure.force.com/events/homepage?id=701f1000001kZmhAAE


been turned in. These are very important tools for planning not only the budget, but also for 

building teams to carry out ministry opportunities.  Each of you is an important part of this. 

We are looking forward to being part of all the Lenten activities, events to fund opportunities 

for our youth such as the Pancake Supper and spaghetti dinner, as well as the ever-popular 

Breakfast with the Easter Bunny and the sharing of God’s love with neighborhood children in 

Vacation Bible School. More details will be coming on all of those ministries and they are all 

occasions when we can do God’s Work with Our Hands. 

As you are out shopping, please consider purchasing a few extra items to help us continue to 

support ACTS and Neabsco Elementary with food items that truly make a difference in the 

lives of many families. Lists of needed items and bags are always available in the narthex.   

 Please continue to share your gifts and talents as the Spirit leads in the variety of ministries 

provided through LCOC. Thank you also for your generosity in your financial commitment and 

consider using the Vanco option which can be accessed online at: 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco if you haven’t already done so. Please 

consider becoming a Thrivent member as well and if you already are a member and use 

Thrivent products, make use of the Action Team funds that are available to help fund LCOC’s 

ministry projects. This seed money really makes a difference and helps us increase the scope of 

our service projects.   

Just a word of inspiration from the Scriptures: “Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the 

same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”  Luke 6:38 

Love and blessings, 

 Patti Beattie 
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