
In Nature at LCOC 

Dear LCOC Family Member ~ 

If you’ve never spent time in any of the outside sanctuaries surrounding our church, you are 

missing an opportunity to feel God’s awesome peace and His presence.  Join us as we stroll 

through nature at LCOC as the “Dog Days of Summer” begin.  Today is not your typical hot, 

sultry summer day, and we are grateful as we begin our nature walk. 

 As we begin, we encounter a Catbird near the patio.  We pause as we see him at the 

corner of the roof.  He seems proud to be able to serenade us as we not only enjoy 

watching him, but as we listen to his beautiful song.  Bravo! 

 We replenish the nectar after we clean out the Hummingbird Feeder, and are thankful 

for these amazing birds who visit our gardens daily.   

 The Butterfly Bush is blooming beautifully and awaiting visits from the “Wings of 

Fancy”.  We also see the Anemones budding up in that same area (a sign that Fall is not 

far away!) 

 Moving on, we catch a glimpse of the gorgeous blooms of the Crepe Myrtles which flank 

the parking lot (except for the amazing dwarf one in the Memorial Garden).    

 The brilliant Daylilies that we enjoyed so much during June and July are bidding 

farewell until next Spring.  

 Portulaca blanket the main doorway to the inner sanctuary and desire the dry, hot, and 

sunny weather to come back to stay for a while.  

 We linger as we love experiencing the Zinnias in the front gardens by the sidewalks.  

Zinnias are known as the “Hardest Working Flowers of Summer”, and they are 

performing beautifully.  They stand tall, in many sizes and colors, and welcome lots of 

Goldfinches, bees, and numerous butterflies, including, much to our surprise, A 

MONARCH (who has come earlier than normal)!! What a blessing!!  

 The Zinnias near the Memorial Garden are hosting Swallowtails, bees, and Goldfinches 

also.  Coneflowers, Black-eyed Susans, Liatris, and other Summer Bloomers welcome lots 

of those same birds, butterflies, and insects too. 

 We end our stroll at the backdoor to the Upper Fellowship Hall where we find pots of 

Portulaca and we too feel welcome.   

You are encouraged to take a self-guided tour through our wonderful landscape here at 

LCOC.  But be ready – you are going to experience God’s peace and presence – so enjoy this 

special time with our Creator!  We will be looking for you as mid-summer is providing many 

opportunities to come into the gardens at LCOC. 

 

“There shall be eternal summer in the grateful heart”. 

Celia Thaxter 


