
 

FREE OLLI SPEAKER EVENTS 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

At OLLI, there are no exams or grades and reading is always optional. We invite you to delve into subjects you 
may have been interested in for years but simply didn’t have time to study. You simply learn for the joy of it!

This special speaker series is open to the public. Free of charge. We want to spread the good learning that is going 
on in our OLLI classrooms to our community! Come to these one time speaker events and bring a friend.

Post COVID Panel: Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at CSUSB Palm Desert 
Campus to host panel discussion about reducing isolation within 
the older population.
Hosted By: CSUSB OLLI Members
Date/Time Friday, Feb 17, 2023, 3:00-4:30 PM
Location: CSUSB Palm Desert Campus, Oliphant Auditorium
Free, Open to the public
Register on our email at olli@csusb.edu  Subject Line: COVID 
Is there a silent epidemic impacting our seniors? You may have noticed an older loved one has “lost a step” or is not 
participating in activities they enjoyed before the COVID pandemic isolated and created a state of constant anxiety. 
On February 17th, a panel of CSUSB faculty and community advocates will discuss their professional observations 
and long-term impact on the wellbeing of this highly targeted demographic. Is it important to increase human 
contact or is technology the answer? OLLI members and their guests are invited to hear the discussion by faculty 
from the departments Social Work, and Health, Counseling and Wellness and the CSUSB Center on Aging. A Q&A 
from the audience will follow the presentations. RSVP to OLLI@CSUSB.EDU , Subject Line: PANEL

Presentation:  ‘Discovering the Valleys Treasures’
Presenter: Kerry Berman
Thursday, March 2, 2023, 4:00 - 6:00 PM
Location: Mission Hills Country Club, Desert Hot Springs
Free, Open to the public
Register on our email at olli@csusb.edu 
Subject Line: Treasures
We begin our journey at the White Water Preserve in the north valley.  Then it’s off 
to the wind farms and the most unique and exceptional health community in the 
world; Desert Hot Springs, Cabot’s Pueblo Museum, and Two Bunch Palms on the 
Mission Creek Branch of the San Andreas Fault.  We continue down valley through Palm Springs exploring the Aerial 
Tram, Tahquitz Canyon, Village Green, Mortens Botanical Garden, Indian Canyons.  Next we are off to Palm Desert and 
Indian Wells where we stop at the Living Desert, visit the Friends of The Desert Mountains, San Jacinto and Santa Rosa 
National Monuments, and the Living Desert Zoo & Gardens.  Heading south east we will visit (Coachella Valley Historical 
Society, the former Ancient Lake Cahuilla, Salton Sea, Sonny Bono Preserve). Then Mexico!!!

Hemingway and War
Presenter: Nancy Sindelar
Thursday, March 9, 2023, 4:00 - 5:00 PM
Location: On CSUSB Palm Desert Campus
Open to the Public
Register on our email at olli@csusb.edu  Subject Line: War
Learn about Hemingway’s attitudes toward war and the people and experiences that influenced these 
attitudes.  View photos depicting Hemingway’s involvement in World War I, the Spanish Civil War, and World 
War II and contemplate passages from his “war novels,”  A Farewell to Arms and For Whom the Bell Tolls,  and his articles written as a 
war correspondent for the Toronto Star and the North American Newspaper Alliance. (1Hour)
Nancy Sindelar is the author of Influencing Hemingway: The People and Places That Shaped His Life and Work, a popular presenter at 
national and international Hemingway Conferences, and a frequent speaker on cruise ships to Cuba and the Caribbean. Her classes are 
energized by her research into Hemingway’s private letters, his fiction and nonfiction and her extensive travel to locales that were import-
ant to the writer. She has stood in the bedroom where Hemingway was born and the foyer where he ended his life and has visited all the 
places in between.



Film Presentation: Louis Sullivan: The Struggle for American Architecture - 
A Feature-Length Documentary Film
Presenter: Butch Epps
Tuesday, April 11, 2023, 2:30-5:00 PM
Location: Oliphant Auditorium, CSUSB Palm Desert Campus
Open to the public. 
Register on our email at olli@csusb.edu Subject Line: Sullivan
Louis Sullivan (1856-1924) is known by historians as the “father of the skyscraper” and creator of the iconic phrase, 
“form follows function” at the height of his profession in 1890. Then a series of setbacks plunged Sullivan into destitute 
obscurity from which he never fully recovered. Yet his persistent belief in the power of his ideas created some of America’s 
most beautiful buildings, and inspired Sullivan’s protégé, Frank Lloyd Wright, to fulfill his own dream of a truly American 
style of architecture.  A brief discussion will follow the screening of this documentary.
Butch Epps has received his MFA degree from the UCLA Department of Film and Television’s Independent Producers Program
where he focused on story development and working with screenwriters. He also served as the academic liaison to high            
profile professional faculty, including studio heads, development executives, and others. Butch has taught over 30 
film appreciation courses in the Coachella Valley over the past 9 years while developing a book - his magnum opus -                                      
on Orson Welles’s Mercury Production of Citizen Kane.

Register by emailing olli@csusb.edu • Our website is csusb.edu/olli

Campus Wars: Penn State Scandal
Presenter:  Lew Collens
Thursday, Mar. 16, 1:00 - 2:30 PM 
Location: On CSUSB Palm Desert Campus
Open to public
Register on our email at olli@csusb.edu  Subject Line: Campus
Head Football Coach Joe Paterno was fired, the Defensive Coordinator and President of the University were jailed, the 
Football team was sanctioned by the NCAA and the University paid millions in damages.  Was it all based on perjured 
testimony?
Lewis Collens, President Emeritus of Illinois Institute of Technology and Dean Emeritus of its Chicago-Kent College of Law will 
discuss this astonishing case.

School Shootings - Cause & Prevention 
Presenter: Thomas McWeeney PhD
Thursday, April 20, 2023, 10:00 - 11:30 AM
Location: CSUSB Palm Desert Campus
Open to the Public
Register on our email at olli@csusb.edu  Subject Line: Schools
Are you alarmed about the number of school shootings we see in the news?  
Are our local schools at risk? Be an informed community member. ZERO 
TOLERANCE enables individual schools in our community to better address 
their continuing vulnerabilities to school shootings by supplementing ongoing school security efforts. 
The session will focus on a discussion of unaddressed and ongoing vulnerabilities, the self-assessment tool, and the 
process that must be undertaken to reduce vulnerabilities in our local schools.


