
November 1, 2018 

Atheists Renew Attack on Church Filing Exemption 

The Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRF) has renewed its court challenge to another 

longstanding exemption in the U.S. tax code for churches. The atheist organization is targeting 

the exemption churches currently enjoy from filing Form 990, the annual information return 

most public charities are required to file each year with the IRS.  The Internal Revenue Code has 

never required churches to file such a form over concerns related to preserving the proper degree 

of separation of church and state. 

You can learn more about the challenge at the following links. 

__________________________ 

http://www.ecfa.church/Content/Atheists-Renew-Attack-on-Church-Form-990-Exemption 

https://religionnews.com/2018/10/11/freedom-from-religion-foundations-atheist-relief-group-sues-irs-

over-tax-exemption/ 
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DISCLAIMER 

 

This material is presented with the understanding that the author is providing basic information only and assumes no 

liability whatsoever in connection with its use. Tax laws are constantly changing, are subject to differing 

interpretations, and the facts and circumstances in any particular situation may not be the same as those presented 

here. Therefore, we urge you to do additional research and make sure that you are fully informed and knowledgeable 

before using the information contained herein. 

 

To ensure compliance with Treasury Regulations (31 CFR Part 10, §10.35), we are required to inform you that any 

tax advice contained in any correspondence or other communication from us is not intended or written by us to be 

used, and cannot be used by you or anyone else, for the purpose of avoiding penalties imposed by the Internal 

Revenue Code. 
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