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Rector's Message

Father Owens



Heavenly Father . . .

We turn the page on 2018 with an attitude of deepest 
gratitude.  Thank you for your presence, provision and 
protection in measures we can scarcely begin to 
fathom.

2019 dawns with a complex set of challenges and a 
myriad of opportunities.  We humbly ask that you 
give us:



• the faith to face those challenges and others 
that are sure to arise; 

• the courage to commit to the truth of Holy 

Scripture and its defense; 

• the strength to endure the hardships of 

Cross-carrying; 

• the grace to be forgiving; and 



• the confidence to trust in you as we boldly seize 
the Kingdom-building opportunities you place 
before us. 

Empower us by your Holy Spirit to live as those who 
have welcomed your Son into our hearts and now 
abide in His peace. May it be so, Lord; may it be 
so! Amen.



“Never doubt God’s love for you or mine!” 



We want to express our gratitude by thanking 
God for all that He did in 2018; and we want 
to express our faith by thanking God in 
advance for all that He will be doing in 2019. 



Looking Back With Gratitude



The number of individuals volunteering to 
serve in our ninety-plus ministries now                   
exceeds 2300!



Our Faithful Staff

Pastor Jonathan Riddle
Risa Grace
Regine Johnson
Sheryl Maddux
Sheila Sulak
Tim Edwards
Michael-Anne Land
Clydia Koch

Amy Weaver
Jordan Ross
Jody Turner
Howard Duff
Josh Hicks
Dan Wade
Christy Stokes
Andrea Runyan



Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world,  but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind.  Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and 
perfect will.          

Romans 12:2



When faced with big challenges, most 
congregations tend to distort their future and 
idealize their past.



We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, 
firm and secure.  

Hebrews 6:19



God’s vision is before us; reaching it will 
require kedging to overcome the head winds 
and the human tendency to prefer what was 
over what could be. 



Where There is Vision, 

God Makes Provision.







Without a vision, the people perish.

Proverbs 29:18

Without resources, the vision perishes.



As of 12/31/2018

$10,675,015 pledged

$7,232,033 collected

THANK YOU! 



Looking Ahead By Faith

From the one who has been entrusted with 
much, much more will be asked.

Luke 12:48





GROUNDBREAKING













The Church of the Cross has no ownership in 
either the land purchased or buildings 
constructed. . . these are mission projects.



It’s not about us – it’s about Him and them!                                 



“Missión Christian de la Cruz”

Pastor
Juan Rivera



If you miss the people, you miss the point!



We must adopt a first century, decentralized 
vision for being the Body of Christ: God’s 
people ministering to God’s people in the 
communities where they live and move and 
have their being. 



We must know each other and what’s going 
on, and we must know both in real time!

• Neighborhood-type groupings
• New Cloud-based interactive website



Ministry Multiplier

Rebecca 
Hamilton



Now faith is being sure of what we hope for                                    
and certain of what we do not see.

Hebrews 11:1



Our journey ahead in the footsteps of Christ 
will demand that we embrace ways of being 
an Anglican congregation that no one has 
thought of yet.

Our methods must change . . .
but never our message!



Our main business is not to see what lies 
dimly at a distance, but to do what lies 
clearly at hand.

Thomas Carlyle



The Rt. Rev. Mark Lawrence

XIV Bishop of South Carolina



Benediction


