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From the Rector:  

  Thank You! 
  

 
 

“Thank you” to the faithful folks who were members of this parish 

before I became its Rector in 1996 and who continue to inspire us with 

their commitment to the Lord – we are standing on their shoulders and 

the shoulders of their predecessors in this holy place. 

 

“Thank you” for faithfully attending worship services on our Historic 

Campus and Cross Schools Campus and for your tremendous participation in the Christian 

education offerings during the week.   
 

“Thank you” to those who have caught the vision of a multi-campus congregation and who have 

embraced an appropriate sense of urgency for our dramatic efforts to reach unbelievers, nominal 

believers, and mature Christians of all ages, in southern Beaufort and Jasper Counties and beyond. 

 

“Thank you” to the many parishioners who have assumed leadership and followship roles in the 

increasing number of programs equipping our saints to minister to each other and others in the 

Lord’s name. 

 

“Thank you” to the members of our Vestry for their commitment to personal Spiritual growth and 

for their willingness to spend countless hours discerning and implementing God’s will for our 

parish in this dynamic time. 

 

 “Thank you” to the large and growing number of families and individuals who have made and 

honored pledges of their time, talent and treasure to support God’s Kingdom building work in and 

through this parish. 

 

“Thank you” to those who are quietly going about the serious business of praying for hearts and 

minds to be open to the transforming power of the Holy Spirit and who are inviting others to “come 

and see” what God is doing in our midst. 

 

“Thank you” to the parents, teachers, staff and trustees of Cross Schools for their splendid efforts 

to partner with this parish in the spread of the Gospel.  

 

“Thank you”  to the folks who served on mission teams at home and abroad, to the folks who 

serve tirelessly at God’s Goods to generate funding, and to the many who made these global efforts 

to strengthen Anglicanism so productive and meaningful for us and them. 

 

“Thank you” to those who have been working on the capital campaign, “The Present for the 

Future”, and to those who have already made and will be making financial commitments. 

 

 



“Thank you” to Pastor Jonathan Riddle for his leadership in this parish and for his efforts to help 

us step boldly into God’s new tomorrow. 

 

“Thank you” to the excellent staff of folks and office volunteers for all they have done and 

continue to do to support our witness to the world. 

 

“Thank you” to the volunteers who work to make our ongoing ministries so dependable and 

successful: Acolytes, Altar Guild, American Heritage Girls, Card Ministry, Caring Hearts 

Ministry, Christmas Bazaar Team, Community Home Eucharistic Ministry, Convention 

Delegates, Crafters Guild, Cross Care Visitation Team, CrossPoint Communion Teams, 

Crossroads, Cross Christian Women, Cross Kids, Cross Schools, Crossing Hands Ministry, 

Cursillo, Daughters of the King, Dinner Ministry, DivorceCare, Docent Ministry, Finance 

Committee, Financial Counseling Ministry, Flower Guild, Food Bank Teams, Friendly Faces 

Visitation Ministry, God’s Goods Team, Gracetime Servers, Greeter Ministry, Handyman 

Ministry, Healing After Loss, Healing Prayer Ministry, High School Youth Group, Historical 

Committee, Hospitality Teams, Intercessory Prayer, Kairos, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, Lay 

Readers Ministry, Men Greeting Men, Memorials Acknowledgement, Men of the Cross, Men’s 

and Women’s Bible Studies, Middle School Youth Group, Military Care Ministry, MOMM, 

Mom’s Ministry, Monday Night Dinner Team, Music Ministries (Gracetime, Sunday Singers and 

CrossPoint Band), New Member Shepherding Ministry, Nursery Ministry, Operation Christmas 

Child, Parish Office Volunteers, Pastoral Care Ministry Team, Prayer Shawl Ministry, Safety 

Teams, Salvation Shuttle Ministry, Samaritan’s Purse, Season Sisters, Stephen Ministry, Stop 

Hunger Now, Technology Ministry, Usher Ministries, Vestments Caretakers, Wedding Guild, 

Wednesday Night Supper Team, Worship Teams (Historic Campus), Youth Student Ministries 

and those whose efforts on God’s behalf are known only to Him. 

 

And for the privilege of serving our Lord and His people at The Church of the Cross I humbly say, 

“Thanks be to God!”



      In His Power and for His Glory, 
 

          
 

      The Very Rev. Dr. Charles E. Owens III 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      

 

     Thoughts from Pastor Jonathan 
 

 

This is my seventh annual letter.  Since our arrival in Bluffton in 2012 our family has had 

the time of our lives. We have loved being a part of The Church of the Cross as well as 

the Bluffton community.  

This past year I have continued to teach and preach on both campuses. My Wednesday 

night series The Spiritual Lives & Music of the Greatest Composers as well The 

Reformation were incredibly rewarding.  I’m beginning a new Sermon Series in January 

called The Gospel Drama. I look forward to sharing it with you.  

As we move into the New Year please keep Lisa and our family in your prayers as we 

manage the life of six children and all the challenges of ministry. This year will be the 

first of many as we have sent our oldest off to college. We pray we’ve raised him well.  

I’m reminded that our lives are in God’s hands, as they have always been. Thank you for 

being an amazing congregation.  

Glorify God and Enjoy Him Forever! 

 

 

The Rev. Jonathan H. Riddle 

Assistant to the Rector 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Senior Warden’s Annual Report 

What an exciting year 2018 has been for The Church of the Cross.  

The highlight of the year was The Present for the Future Celebration in September for the 

completion of the expanded worship center and classrooms at Cross Schools with so many of 

the contributors and others enjoying a tour of the addition. 

As if the Celebration wasn’t exciting enough, there was the unexpected announcement of the 

planned building of Cross Chapel on the Cross Schools campus with completion in time for the 

2019 Christmas services.  “For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of 

everything”. (Hebrews 3:4) 

Another excitement was the expansion of opportunities for Bible study.  The teaching 

expanded to multiple venues - Parish Hall, Mission Mall, Rectory, and private homes as well 

as offered on various days and times to allow for more flexibility for members to take 

advantage of the teaching e.g.  Wednesday Night Teaching, Lunch & Learn, Men’s Bible Study, 

Mom’s Bible Study, Rectory Bible Study, to name but a few. 

Along with a Youth Bible Study, the primary purpose of which is to draw youth closer to God, 
our youth were excited about the many fun activities to promote fellowship and an 
opportunity for outreach to other youth in our community.  Some of the activities enjoyed 
were Ice Cream on the Bluff, Slime Olympics, Mother-Daughter Spa Day, Father-Son Game 
Night and Movie Night.   
 
A special “thank you” to my fellow Vestry members, Ray Cook, Natalie Mann, Mill Simmons, 

Stew Brown and Rod Musselman for their dedication, support and enthusiasm in serving our 

congregation. 

Thank you, Father Owens, for your continued leadership and vision throughout the year.  It is 
rewarding to see that the vision you had for our church is now reality with the expansion of 
Cross Schools and the pending groundbreaking of Cross Chapel.    
 

Thank you, Pastor Jonathan, for your enthusiasm in teaching, worshiping and working with 

our church families and the community. 

Thank you to the members of the congregation who are active in our ministries.  It is through 

these ministries that we show God’s love to our church family and to the outside community, 

for without your effort this would not be possible. 

Yes, it truly was an exciting year at The Church of the Cross. 

 

In His Service,      

Bonnie Linne, Senior Warden 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Historic Campus Altar Guild 
 

Altar Guild serves the clergy and congregation on the Historic Campus for Eucharistic 

services, baptisms, weddings, funerals, and various special services.  Duties include setting 

the Lord’s Table, changing hangings to reflect the seasonal color, replacing candles, 

refilling oil in candles, polishing silver and brass, cleaning and caring for linens and 

additional tasks of the season such as special preparations for the Christmas Eve services 

and Lenten services. 

 

The six teams assigned to Historic Campus rotate each week so that one team serves once 

every six weeks and one team is assigned to the monthly service for Cross Schools Family 

Chapel.   

 

The members on the teams serving the Historic Campus during 2018 are: 

    Team 1:  Teddy McCracken (Lead), Lawton Ellis, Debbie Wood, Lynn Ryan,  

                   Nancy Mattison 

    Team 2:  Lisa Ciresi (Lead) Betty Prohm, Shirley Cannon, Deb Johnson  

    Team 3:  Betty Mulholland (Lead), Roberta Mullins, Rosalie Simmons, Pat Savello 

    Team 4:  Ann Elliott (Lead), Phyllis Spearman, Hoyt Spearman, Cynthia Hemeon,  

        Michelle Edwards 

    Team 5:  Jeanne Scott (Lead), Natalie Mann, Bonnie Linne, Pat Fratoddi 

    Team 6:  Risa Grace (Lead), Anne Sinclair, Karen Acker, Jeri Wires 

    Family Chapel Team:  Phyllis Spearman 

 

During 2018, Altar Guild handled 158 preparations for Gracetime Services, 8:00am 

Services, 10:00am Services and Cross Schools Family Chapel Services.   

 

Altar Guild also handled 23 preparations for weddings, funerals, Healing services, retreats, 

vow renewals and HAL services.   

 

There were also 18 special service preparations for Ash Wednesday, Holy Week, Easter 

Sunrise service, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.   

 

In total, Altar Guild was involved in 199 services throughout 2018. 

 

 

In His service, 

Phyllis Spearman and Bonnie Linne 
 

“And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men.”                                                                                                    

Colossians 3:23 KJV 

 



CARD MINISTRY 

January 1, 2018– December 31, 2018 

 

We are a group of dedicated women, 8 strong. We are committed to what we do 

and have done the following together in 2018: 

 Birthday cards were sent to adults age 65 and older.  Anniversary cards are sent 

for the 10th, 20th, 30th 40th and 50th, and over 50 years together. 

The need for special cards prepared and sent out by Emily Cook of the Pastoral 

Care Ministry.  Cards are sent for Get Well, Encouragement, Bereavement, Baby 

and Thinking of You on a day by day need. 

As the Church has grown, so has our ministry.  We have sent out over 1200 cards 

with a personal note on each card.  This past year, we are averaging over 100 

cards per month.     

The cards are printed by computer from several Hallmark programs.  Our 

workshop is around my dining room table once a month and we share a 

wonderful fellowship while performing our task. 

As most of the ladies have been with the Card Ministry for 4 years, we feel the 

need to move on to other ministries.  In 2019, the Card Ministry responsibilities 

will be taken over by Season Sisters.   

In His Service, 

Joan Darr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Caring Hearts Ministry 

 

Caring Hearts Ministry celebrated our 1st anniversary this past October.  Although 
our average attendance is about 8, this ministry is small but mighty.  

 

Betty Fisher and I continue to learn how to assist our attendees. We assist each 
other with helpful suggestions and ideas along with presenting recent articles that 
we have read regarding caregiving. Some of our members attend every week but 
often we welcome someone new.  

 

This confidential and intimate forum addresses each person’s needs as we get 
updates on how their lives are going with their loved ones.    

 

Our licensed social worker, Jodi Johnson, presents a wealth of information for 
each individual situation. We plan to have someone from Memory Matters speak 
at our February meeting.  

 

Our guiding Scripture from Timothy 4:19- “But the Lord stood at my side and gave 
me strength “certainly serves each and every member of this ministry. 

 

Donna Stevenson and Betty Fisher 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Bazaar and Crafter's Guild 
2018 

 
On Saturday, November 3, 2018 at 9 AM the Christmas Bazaar began. We had a 
steady stream of customers until about 12 noon. The bazaar was held inside the Parish 
Hall on Calhoun Street until about 1 PM. 
 
We had many new items this year and they sold very well. Our regular items sold very 
well too. The new items were in our boutique this year. We had scarves, jewelry, and 
purses. We had many items made out of our local oyster shells and we had Christmas 
trees made out of mussel shells which are very popular. Some of the regular items that 
sold well were oyster shell angel ornaments, miniature Christmas trees, starfish 
ornaments, lighted glass blocks, lighted wine bottles, shell crosses, cotton ball angels, 
holiday centerpieces, wreathes, jellies, jams, and Holy Honey. We had baked goods 
that were made by the members of the church. 
 
We sold more items the next day at both coffee hours on Calhoun Street. It was a very 
successful year. We sold every oyster shell angel that we made.  
 
For 2019 we’re not sure if there will be another Bazaar as Sandra Morgan, Barbara 
Bardon and myself will not be as involved. Thanks to everyone who participated in the 
Bazaar and all the wonderful ladies who made all the wonderful items that we sell. 
 
God bless all of you 
 
Kaye Dardaris, Sandra Morgan and Barbara Bardon, co-chairs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY – 2018 
 
 

The Community Eucharistic Ministry (CEM) services all residents in the greater 
Bluffton assisted-living facilities by providing a church service for those folks 
unable to attend services elsewhere. A specialized service with bulletins is 
developed each month with appropriate Scripture, prayer and hymns.  
 
The Eucharist is celebrated at least once each month. The assisted-living facilities 
visited in 2018 were:  
 

 Bloom-Belfair – services provided weekly with communion once-a-month  

 NHC – Eucharist celebrated monthly.  

 Benton House – Eucharist celebrated monthly.  

 Ridgeland Nursing Home – Eucharist celebrated monthly.  

 Life Care – Eucharist celebrated monthly.  
 
Each team consists of a prayer leader and a pianist – hymns, devotions, prayers 
and blessings are bestowed on all residents who have become our friends. The 
current members on CEM are:  
 
Natalie Mann    Rich North    Bill Sullivan  
John Parker/Elaine Parker  Willy Fanning  
Bratton deLoach    Jack/Alice Wittmann  
 
During 2018 the Community Eucharistic Ministry was privileged to be able to 
celebrate the Eucharist with 1002 residents and the prayer services were shared 
with 643 residents.  
 
In His Service,  
Natalie N. Mann  
2018 

 

 

 

 



Cross Christian Women (CCW)  
 

Vision: There is a place for every woman in Women’s Ministry. 
 

Mission:  

• Commit ourselves to live by, learn, and uphold the Word of God. 

• Connect women of all ages through Bible study, fellowship, and service. 

• Create an atmosphere where women can be released into their gifting for Kingdom purposes. 

• Cultivate positive, encouraging relationships that will provide opportunities for discipleship. 
 

Motto: Woven Together in Christ 
 

Scripture: 
Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with 
all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in 
your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. (Colossians 3:16-17) 
 

Ministries under the umbrella of CCW: 
Annual Christmas Bazaar, Daughters of the King, Mom’s Ministry, New Member Shepherding, 
Wedding Guild, the Women’s Discipleship Council, Retreat Team,  Event Committee, Women’s 
Bible Studies, Teachings, and Small Groups, 
 

Events and Teachings of 2018: 
Women’s Retreat at Epworth by the Sea 
Spring Event with Andrea Ostergard 
Summer Lunch and Learn Teaching Series-  
 Bible 101- Judy Ferguson and Holy Spirit Teaching- Ilo Tefft 
Summer Bible Study-  
 Believing Jesus- Amanda Ware, Grayson Colleran, Emily Campbell 
Women’s Night of Worship- Rebecca Hamilton with music provided by “As Husband and Wife” 
Christmas Bazaar 
Rectory Bible Studies- 
 1 Peter (spring), Raised Together (fall) - Becky Owens 
Bible Teachings- 
 John, 1, 2, 3 John, Jude (winter and spring), Revelation (fall)- Rebecca Hamilton 
 
We look forward to the year ahead as we work together for His Kingdom purposes. 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
 
Rebecca Hamilton 
Women’s Ministry Coordinator 
 
 
 
  
 



The Cross Care Visitation Team 

 

Ministry Scripture:  

May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow 

with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.                                     Romans 15:13 

 

The Cross Care Visitation Team is a servant ministry. During 2018 quiet home visits were made 

as well as visits to people in the hospital or in rehabilitation center. As members make a visit 

they share their spiritual gift of faith, encouragement and mercy with brothers and sisters in 

Christ. At this time they deliver a pretty prayer card with scriptures on it and a lovely wooden 

cross. With each visit, the ministry member endeavors to reassure those being visited, that they 

are loved and watched over by the Lord. The ministry thanks Jim Scott for making the wooden 

crosses. New members are always needed on this special, caring ministry. If you think you could 

visit 1,2,or 3 times during the year, we would appreciate your joining this ministry. The ministry 

communicates with each other via e-mail. I will meet with you to help you get started. 

 

Ministry Leader, 

 

Louise Leverich 

(garylevone@hargray.com) 

 
 

CrossPoint Chalice Bearing Ministry 

The Chalice Bearing Ministry assists our Rector/Pastors in providing Communion to our 

Buckwalter-campus every 4-5 weeks. 

As Jesus instructed us to do; we gather at the Lord’s table to remember all that Jesus has done 

for us in life, death, and resurrection, and to acknowledge that we are one church body in Jesus 

Christ. 

During a typical service, we have two Paten Bearers (Body of Christ) and three Chalice Bearers 

(Blood of Christ) volunteering to serve.  The Rector/Pastor leads the service as our third Paten 

Bearer.    

Thank you to all of the ministry volunteers that served this year: 

Nichole Stromer Jared Stromer  Willy Fanning  Chris Olsen  

Bob Olsen  Chris Siskey  Barbara Osler  Rebecca Hamilton 

Gini Simone  Heather Robinson Craig Pelley  Nancy Truman 

Charlie Jensen  Lynelle Jensen  Maury Moody  Laura Nitz   

 All things in Jesus name, 

Steve Nitz 

mailto:garylevone@hargray.com


Crossroads Women's Ministry 

 

Crossroads Ministry is a small group, in home Bible Study for women who want to learn more about the 

Word of God in an intimate setting and to step beyond the type of friendship that rests on “Hi, how are 

you?", " I'm fine. What a great outfit!” to one where women connect authentically. Crossroads 

encourages participants to get to know other women in ways that will establish strong, lasting 

relationships that will be a source of support and encouragement over time. Crossroads provides a 

forum for women to walk evermore faithfully with Jesus as we listen, learn and laugh. As women get to 

know each other they will see the Crossroads or intersections where there may be a basis for mutual 

sharing and encouragement.  

Crossroads grew out of a small group meeting in a home beginning in January 2018. As of January 2019 

Crossroads will be meeting in five locations and offer day and evening groups for approximately 40 

women. We look forward to additional growth, as the Lord directs and brings opportunity in 2019. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mimi Harmon 

Carol Halpin 

Co Leaders Crossroads Women's Ministry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cross Schools 

At Cross Schools, we inspire future leaders to grow spiritually and academically by 

intentionally designing opportunities for inquisitive learning and active service all for the 

glory of God. 

Cross Schools currently accepts students 18 months through 8th grade. Our reputation within 

the community is one of strong Christian values and academic excellence. The tradition of 

academic excellence is demonstrated in our curriculum and test scores. Our students 

traditionally score above their current grade level on standardized tests.  

 

Students are guided socially as well as spiritually at Cross. Banners with character traits such as 

honesty, godliness, and respect are displayed in our hallway. Our overall theme this year is 

Responsibility. Our teachers weave these values into their daily lessons. Students are guided 

through the day and even conflicts by these themes.  

 

We have many community service projects in which our students participate. Our major project 

this year was Operation Christmas Child, the shoebox ministry. As a drop-off location for our 

area, we collected over 3000 boxes. Our eighth graders traveled to Charlotte on a mission trip 

to assist at the Operation Christmas Child distribution center. We also have a mission week at 

the school. Each grade level is assigned a unique way to serve the community and community 

members. This is an amazing opportunity for our students to see the impact of serving others. 

 

At Cross Schools, our students know, love and follow Jesus Christ. Each school day begins in 

prayer and is followed by a devotional time. Students participate in Faith Formation classes and 

weekly chapel services. Bible is incorporated into all aspects of daily life at Cross.   

In His Name, 

Brad Schultz 

Head of School 

 



Cross Schools’ Faith Formation Program in 2018 

 

Cross Schools’ Chapel Program  

This year saw the continuation of the weekly chapel program at Cross Schools for all students from the 

18 month-old classes through the 8th grade. All Preschool students, ages 18 month- age 5, enjoyed a 

large group Tuesday chapel in the gym with singing and dancing, a Bible story with lesson, memory verse 

and prayer. We can have over 15 Preschool classes in chapel at the same time! Once a month, all 

families were invited to attend with their children and enjoy coffee fellowship before the service, and 

we continue to see an increase in the number of parents attending each year.  

For the Upper and Lower school which has approximately 115 students, Wednesday chapel continues to 

be a highlight of the Cross experience. Cross K-8th students and staff attended and participated as 

acolytes, Praise Band members, readers, Chapel Buddies, and ushers. The week’s messages followed the 

seasonal calendar, and, once a month, families came together for Family Chapel with Father Owens and 

Pastor Jonathan celebrating the Eucharistic. This special time was a wonderful way for parents to enter 

into worship with their children, teachers and school staff. A special thank you belongs to the 

Daughters of the King for their service in providing coffee and treats on Family Chapel mornings! 

Cross Schools’ Bible/Faith Formation Classes 

All students at Cross Schools take part in its Faith Formation program, also known as “Bible Time” in the 

Preschool. For the 18-month through 5 year olds, the Bible Teacher visits each class once a week to lead 

them in songs, prayer, and a re-telling of the week’s Bible lesson from chapel. This is in conjunction with 

the classroom teachers’ daily reinforcement of these lessons through songs, arts-n-crafts, Bible readings, 

and other activities.  

In addition to daily, in-class Bible instruction, Kindergarten - 4th graders also receive weekly Faith 

Formation offered as a school enrichment class. This class focused on Church traditions, holidays, and 

seasons, such as the Day of Saint Francis, Advent, and Lent, and often served as a reinforcement of the 

week’s chapel topic. This year students also explored basic theology with “Big Questions” related to 

“Who Is God?” 5th-8th grade students also receive a graded Faith Formation class twice per week, in 

addition to memorizing the Books of the Bible, learning memory verses, and writing reflection essays. 

Old Testament Survey is taught in 5th, New Testament Survey in 6th, and 7th-8th grade use a curriculum 

called “Your Word is Truth” from Truth:78. 

Highlights of 2018!! 

2018 brought some exciting additions and special events to the spiritual aspect of Cross Schools. Here 

are some of the hilights: 

 All K-8th students served in a hands-on way in the community during our new Cross Schools’ 

Missions Week. This week is set to be an annual event in the spring and some examples of 

service activities included: baking treats and delivering them to police station, working at the 

Food Bank and God’s Goods, cleaning up and doing painting at a Christian Refugee Ministry 



Center in Savannah, building floating islands for our campus lagoons, planting flowers at a local 

nursing home and much more! A special thanks to the Missions Committee of The Church of 

the Cross for providing the funds for Mission t-shirts! 

 Cross Schools again served as the Bluffton Drop-Off Location for Operation Christmas Child, 

which was our first year to take on this role … and collected over 3,000 gift-filled shoeboxes 

before the National Collection Week came to an end!! 

 Our 3rd-annual 8th grade Missions Trip (funded through the Missions Committee of The Church 

of the Cross) to Charlotte, NC to serve in Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child 

processing centers was a huge success. This year saw the addition of a trip to the Billy Graham 

Library for the “Journey of Faith” tour and Christmas displays! 

 All 5-8th students enjoyed a visit to Camp St. Christopher in the spring on 2017 for our annual 

middle school trip.  

 Through a grant from the Cross Christian Women, we gave out new children’s Bibles and 

information about the Church to over 130 new Preschool families. 

 Ms. Michael-Anne Land, Children’s Ministry Leader for The Church of the Cross, joined the 

Faith Formation teaching team for Preschool Bible Times, 1st grade and weekly chapels 

 Our 7-8th grade students enjoyed many special guests speakers who shared their testimony and 

“life stories”, including Pastor Tim Edwards, Youth Ministry Leader for The Church of the Cross. 

 A school-wide, year-long RESPONSIBILITY theme based on Colossians 3:23-24 has been our focus 

for 2018-2019. 

 

Both the school-wide chapel and Faith Formation programs will continue to grow in 2019 with the 

expansion of our Cross Schools Campus, and we look forward to embracing new opportunities as we 

keep building upon the foundation that has been laid in each of these areas!  

  

Elisabeth Markle & Leslie Albert   

Cross Schools’ Faith Formation Leaders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Daughters of the King Annual Report 
 

The Daughters of the King (DOK) is an Order for women who are communicants of the 
Anglican Church, churches in communion with it or churches in the historic episcopate. 
Today our membership is worldwide and includes women in the Anglican, Episcopal, 
Lutheran (ECLA) and the Roman Catholic churches. Members undertake a Rule of Life, 
incorporating the Rule of Prayer and  and the Rule of Service. By reaffirmation of the 
promises made at Baptism and Confirmation, a Daughter pledges herself to a lifelong 
program of prayer, service, and evangelism, dedicated to the spread of Christ’s 
kingdom and the strengthening of the spiritual life of her parish. 
 
Our chapter meets on the 4th Thursday of each month at 1 p.m. in the Parish Hall 
(except for an occasional Saturday afternoon meeting). Our members maintain a prayer 
list and participate in Bible studies. This year our theme is “The Spiritual Gifts of Loss 
and Change.” We are using a book written by Dan Moseley: Lose, Love, and Live as a 
resource for discussion groups. Pastor Jonathan Riddle introduced our theme in 
September and will be our speaker at our meeting in May.  Our projects include: making 
baptismal banners, hosting monthly Wednesday morning coffees for parents attending 
Cross Schoolschapel services,  giving supplies for needy families to Ridgeland food 
bank, supporting the monthly Healing Service team, and assisting with Operation 
Christmas Child. Our March meeting will be a luncheon with Shannon Kaprive (TCOTC) 
as our speaker.  
 
The DOK encourages all interested women to learn more about our activities by 
contacting Board members. Membership classes are in discussion.  Board members 
include: Emily Myers, President; Bonnie Wade and Fran Kirby, Co-Vice Presidents; 
B.J. Silver, Secretary; Sandy Reiter, Treasurer; Becky Owens, CCW; and Mary Ann 
Ruggles, Past President.  
 
Support Positions (Appointees) include: Ilo Tefft, Chaplain: Judy Ferguson, Prayer Chair 
and Assistant, Lynne Moon; Lee Borcik and Joan Hayes, Sunshine; Diane McNamara, 
Training; Sandy Reiter and Judy Ferguson, Publicity; Sheryl Carlson, Cross Schools’ 
Monthly Family Chapel and Assistant, B.J.Silver; Sandy Reiter, Healing Service. 
 
For His Sake,  
Emily Myers 
President 
 

 

 

 

 



Dinner Ministry Annual Report 2018 

At the end of 2018 we had 31 members on the Dinner Ministry list for Bluffton and surrounding area. 

About 18 of these members are very active. The inactive have all been contacted throughout the year 

and all have expressed an interest to stay on the active roster. We have an additional 10 members who 

live on Hilton Head Island and help us when that area has a need. (Not needed in 2018) 

In 2018, The Dinner Ministry served 11 families and 48 meals.  

In 2018 we were blessed to receive a $200 CCW Grant to be used as needed for the Dinner Ministry. 

With these funds we purchased gift cards that were used when emergency situations occurred or when 

a large number of people needed food for a family gathering.  

Our Dinner Ministry team members are a blessing to the many church family members we serve.  

Rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulations, devoted to prayer, contributing to the needs of the saints, 

practicing hospitality.  

Romans 12-12:13 

Thanks for this ministry goes to the following members: 

Donna Caracola    Erin Hicks   Sonia Pembrooke 

Mary Jane Cheesman   Dot Jeger   Pat Roth 

Sylvia Coker    Cheryl Johnson   Pat Savello 

Nola Cotesworth   Ed Johnson    Paul Scott 

Holly & Joe Curcio   Karen Jones   Nikki Sevier 

Beth Dickson    Kathy Kemmerer  Bess Soper 

Alice Fraser    Teri Lewis   Cheryl Tibke 

Deb Fuller    Leah McCarthy   Joan Whan 

Janet Ganote    Laura Nitz   Maggie Wickman 

Pat Griffith    Claudia Peacock  

A Special Thanks goes to Emily Campbell who takes over for me when I am not available.  

 

Maggie Wickman 

Ministry Leader 

 

 



Docent Ministry 2018 Annual Report 

The Church of the Cross ,  placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1975.,  is one of 

the few structures in Bluffton that was not destroyed by Federal troops during the Civil War.  In  

1863  more than 1,000 Federal soldiers marched into Bluffton and were under orders to “fire 

the town”.  As a result, about 2/3 of Bluffton was set aflame. 

Sharing the history and stories of our beautiful church with visitors is the mission of the Docent 

Ministry.  Docents are church members who receive information and training to conduct tours for 

visitors through our historic building.  Docents are assigned to a three hour shift once or twice 

per month.  The church is open to visitors Monday through Friday from 11:00 am - 2:00 pm.  

 Each volunteer Docent receives handout material to become familiar with the Church’s history 

and is assigned to work with current Docents before working a shift by themselves.  Any church 

member who enjoys history and talking to people are welcome and are encouraged to join the 

ministry 

In 2018, the following members served as docents, talking with more than 8,411 visitors: 

BILL ANDRUS 

ALAN BETHEL 

BOB BOOHER 

PAT CAPUANO 

JIM CHEESMAN 

LISA CERISI 

TERESA DELAFOSSE 

ED DEVILBISS 

ANN ELLIOTT 

NANCY GOURLEY 

ANNELORE HARRELL 
 
 
 

 

 JEFF HAWKS 
 
BRUCE HILDEBRAND 
 
NANCY HILDEBRAND 
 
KAREN HURST 
 
MARY MAITLAND 
KIMBALL 
 
JAN KIRK 
 
ROSALIE MC BARRON 
 
EMMETT MCCRACKEN 
 
JEFF MCKILLEN 
 
TOM MURRAY 
 
 
 

 BOB POINTON 
 
ROGER SANDLER 
 
JIM SCOTT 
 
CHARLES SMITH 
 
LANETTE STAIR 
 
ALLAN STRANGE 
 
TOM WHELAND 
 
BUDDY WILSON 
 
CAROL WILSON 
 
LESLIE YOUNG 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted by Jim Cheesman 

 



FLOWER GUILD REPORT 2018 

 
 

Members of the Flower Guild teamed up this year to enhance worship services and 

other events throughout the year. Besides keeping flowers or other natural materials on 

the altar each week, we also provided floral decorations for one wedding, numerous 

funerals and various church holidays and events. 

 

We are looking for new members.  Membership is open to anyone with a love of flowers 

and the willingness to do the "hands on" work required to accomplish our mission. No 

prior experience is necessary. Call Stephanie Mendenhall if interested. 843-505-8696 

 

 

Stephanie Mendenhall, Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Food Bank Annual Report - 2018 
 
The Food Bank ministry mission is to give spiritual and nutritional support for anyone in need. 
We seek to honor God by lightening the load of life for everyone in need. 
 
The Food Bank serves only food of high quality that its volunteers would consume. The ministry 
goal has been to provide enough food to serve a family of four for one day. In 2018 this ministry 
far exceeded this goal thanks largely to our partner Second Helpings. The Food Bank provided 
3,900 servings feed their families in 2018. The ministry cost in 2018 was $18,745. The Food 
Bank ministry delivered a full shopping cart of high quality food for a family of four for $4.80.   
 
The Food Bank operates on Monday at the Mission Mall. The Monday schedule has two 
opportunities for volunteer service…9-noon; and 12:30-3:30 pm. The morning hours are used to 
set up the store and receive food from incoming trucks. We serve guests from 1:30 to 3:00. 
Each guest session begins with a devotional summarizing a recent sermon. This devotion is 
given both in English and Spanish! God’s Goods helps our guests by providing free clothes 
each Monday. 
 
The Food Bank team has expanded its reach by preparing and serving grocery bags to about 
60 riders of Palmetto Breeze buses. These hard working riders have a 1-2 hour bus ride each 
way to work in Bluffton or Hilton Head. They appreciate having free, ready-to-eat food after a 
long day. This meal service happens every Thursday at the Palmetto Breeze terminal. Our team 
handles every fourth and fifth Thursday of the month.  
 
God’s blessing to this ministry has been accomplished through donations from the Church and 
congregation. A $5.00 donation to the Food Bank feeds a family for a day. Cross Schools has 
three canned food drives - Thanksgiving, Souper Bowl and Easter. Also, we encourage bringing 
one soup can donation every week (look for wagons at Buckwalter and baskets at Historical 
Campus) as a tangible way to experience “each one reach one.”  
 
Second Helpings perishable goods are free but we do supplement this with retail protein 
purchases to meet guest food quantity goals. Lowcountry Food Bank is now our primary non-
perishable supplier. This low cost source and free local storage creates a very efficient supply 
chain. 
 
The Food Bank ministry has been blessed with a volunteer team that enjoys working together 
and serving our guests. There is always a need for new people to step up in their service to 
others in His name. To join us, contact the Church Office; email Rod Musselman 
(rod.musselman1@gmail.com); or just show up to see whether this experience calls you.    
 
In His Service,  
Jim Dorsch & Rod Musselman 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rod.musselman1@gmail.com


FRIENDLY FACES MINISTRY – ANNUAL REPORT – 2018 

 

Our mission continues to glorify God by letting his love shine through 

us by sharing the love of Christ.  We are “friends” who visit those 

living in assisted living facilities or are at home – those who would like 

to share life’s stories/prayer and Scripture verses.  We provide caring 

companionship with fellowship, love and support. 

We are completing our fourth year. We meet approximately twice a 

year but keep in touch with updates on visits and suggestions. These 

visits are often weekly or twice a month.  We have been fortunate to 

have received referrals from the Pastoral Care Team, workers in these 

facilities and fellow parishioners. We’ve also had to deal with the 

deaths of several long-time visitees whom we considered our friends 

– we continue to pray for them. 

Our team of active members in this rewarding ministry has been: 

Natalie Mann 

Allan Strange 

John and Priscilla Strebe 

Cornelia Fahy 

Ansley Manuel 

Mary Jane Cheeseman 

Laura Brown 

Nancy Weaver 

 

 



God’s Goods 2018 Annual Report 

God’s Goods began the year coming under Cross Church for all aspects of ministry. 

God’s Goods is now in its 8th year of operation with over 300 volunteers that worked 38,847 

documented hours in 2018. 

This ministry continues to do extremely well financially giving MOMMS ministry $398,370 in 2018. 

To date God’s Goods has given $2,295,487.00 in funding for mission work being done locally, nationally 

and internationally!  What a huge praise to God!! 

Staying true to the mission of being a “Christ centered store, providing goods to our community…” God’s 

Goods did many outreach events and helped many individuals with specific needs for furniture, clothing 

and household goods.  God’s Goods has a great relationship with Family Promise locally and works with 

families getting a fresh start after completing their program.   

In February God’s Goods was blessed to be able to send 118 bins of clothing and houseware supplies to 

hurricane victims in Puerto Rico.  Through a great connection with Rooms To Go furniture, those 

supplies were shipped at no charge to families in Puerto Rico.  Efforts were coordinated with help from 

the military and a church to distribute these items. 

The 3rd annual “Palmetto Breeze” Christmas giveaway was a great success blessing not only those on the 

receiving end but those serving as well.  God’s Goods volunteers also shared goods and love at the 

Bluffton Senior Center and The Benton House in December. 

A listing of those receiving goods from God’s Goods follows this report.   

We praise God for His oversight of His store and thank Him for the blessings of friendship, ministry and 

love shared by our God’s Goods family of volunteers! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kim Perri, Ministry Leader 

 

 

God’s Goods 2018 Pass Through Report 

Lowcountry Area Hurricane Relief for Puerto Rico 

Bluffton Senior Center 

Church of the Cross Craft Guild 

Love Learning Center 

Bluffton United Methodist Church – Prayer Shawl ministry 

Family in need – Hilton Head Island 



Church of the Cross – Youth Group 

Family in need – Beaufort 

Family Promise – Helped 12 families 

Grace Community Church 

Family in need – Hardeeville 

Young Lives 

Treasure House – Beaufort 

Cross Schools 

Family in need – Savannah 

Hopeful Horizons 

Kairos 

Lima Peru Mission Trip 

Agape Family Life Center Hardeeville 

St. Vincent De Paul 

Family in Need – Bluffton (2) 

Healing After Loss Ministry 

Clothing Bank in Ridgeland 

Habitat for Humanity 

Lions Club  

Bluffton Jasper County Volunteers in Medicine 

Lowcountry Presbyterian Church Medical Lending Closet 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gracetime Servers 
“The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.” 

1Thessalonians 5:28 
 

 

This Gracetime ministry exists to provide parishioners of The Church of the Cross with 
the opportunity to use the gifts that God has given us, to serve our fellow Christian 
brothers and sisters in the name of Jesus Christ.  In doing so, we follow the example set 
by our Lord and Savior Himself, when He said, “The Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve.” (Matthew 20:28)   
 
This is an all-volunteer ministry which provides chalice bearers, greeters, ushers and 
power point technicians, all of which are necessary to provide Church of the Cross 
parishioners and guests with the best possible opportunity to worship and hear the 
Word of God.   
 
We currently have 14 chalice bearers, 19 greeters, 8 ushers and 4 power point 
technicians, with some people serving in more than one ministry.  We are always 
looking for more volunteers to serve in all positions.  If you are looking for a way in 
which to serve, please contact us.  We will be happy to provide training at your 
convenience.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Randy & Deb Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Greeter Ministry – 10am Service Historic Campus 

Greeting visitors and members is an important part of the Hospitality Ministry of our Church 
and forms part of the first impressions that a visitor receives.  The purpose of the Greeter 
Ministry is to welcome people to The Church of the Cross, put them at ease and help them 
anticipate a joyful and meaningful worship experience at our church. 

 

This past year there were approximately 30 dedicated members of the Church on the team.  
The schedule calls for the greeters to arrive at 9:30am and remain until the service begins.  
Greeters served about every six weeks and schedules are circulated by email by the leader. 

 

We would like to thank our greeters for their participation and dedication this past year. 

 

Mary Ann and Fred Ruggles 

Ministry Leaders 

 

Greeter Ministry – Cross Schools Campus 

It was an exciting year with the expansion of the worship center and addition of 

the children’s entrance and classrooms.   As the “first face” of our church at the 

Cross Schools campus, our greeters strive to make everyone feel welcome as they 

enter our doors.  With a warm smile, kind greeting, and helpful attitude, our 

greeters communicate a love and acceptance of all people.  By showing God’s love in 

this way, members and visitors are encouraged to hear the Word of God and 

worship in a joyful setting.  

In addition to warmly welcoming attendees, greeters distribute bulletins and 

information about upcoming events, direct parents and children to the new check-in 

desks, and thank attendees for joining us in worship.  At the 9:00 a.m. service we 

had 25 folks who served about every four weeks. The 10:30 service was blessed 

with 38 dedicated greeters, each serving about every seven weeks.  

A heartfelt thank you to all our gracious greeters!  It was a blessing to serve 

alongside you all in this ministry! 

In His Service, 

Lynn Judd  

Christine Siskey 



Handyman Ministry    2018 

This ministry utilizes the talents and tools of the people interested in performing 

handyman services at the Historic Church, Parish Hall, Offices and Cross Schools 

buildings.  We give Thanks to God for the gifts that the Holy Spirit that gives us: the 

desire to do the work, the creative minds to solve the problems, the skill and 

assistance to safely perform our tasks.   

Mission 

 Use your knowledge and abilities from the past  

 On the present church and school buildings and furnishings 

 To enhance the function, safety and appearance for the future 

Vision 

 We can see what others don’t 

 We can do what others won’t 

 Our quality reflects our love for God 

 Our ability reflects Gods love for us 

 Most people will not see what we do but they will feel the results 

Strategy 

 Respond promptly to requests for minor maintenance. 

 Find and make repairs to buildings and furnishings before the problems 

grow into an urgent situation. 

 Assist other ministries where our skills are needed.  

Work Summary for 2018 

 About 90% of our work this year has been at Cross Schools.  The expansion 

of the building provided us the opportunity assemble and install furniture, 

shelves and bookcases. 

 We have constructed repaired and refurbished furniture for the church 

services in the recently expanded gym. 

 Our support continues for the Crafters Guild and the Alter Guild 
 

Requests for assistance by this ministry can be made to any team member or the 

Church Office, 843-757-2661. 
 

It has been our pleasure to lead this group of diversely talented men and women.  
 

His Humble Servants,    Hans van der Maarel,   Jim Scott,   Jay Shook    

 



Healing After Loss (HAL) 

 

The Healing After Loss (HAL) Ministry had a very successful 2018. We had 8 

people participate in the February/March session and 8 in the October/November 

session. For the coming year, we already have 10 candidates signed up for the 

Spring term. 

Participant’s evaluations of HAL were very positive. And many have expressed a 

desire to serve in some way.  

For the facilitators and team, we feel the sessions have brought us closer to the 

Lord, who has blessed us as we serve those struggling with the pain of losing a 

loved one. 

 

Beverly Adams 

Autumn Kirk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Healing Prayer Ministry 
 

The Healing Prayer Ministry is a vibrant, out-reaching ministry of the church.  Healing 
services are held each month at the Historic Campus on the first Sunday of the month 
at 4:00 pm; with a special service held the Wednesday of Holy Week.  The ministry 
mission is to continue Jesus’ work- spread the Word, heal the sick, and cast out evil 
spirits (Mark 3:14-15). 
 

The services are open to all parishioners as well as the community-at-large.  The 
service includes singing praises to God, sharing His Word from Scripture, and offering 
individual prayer.  The Holy Eucharist is celebrated periodically as Holy Communion is 
in itself healing by receiving the blessed body and blood of Christ.  Prayer can be for 
physical, emotional, or spiritual healing.   
 
In addition, the Ministry offers private prayer appointments in The Great Physician’s 
Chapel- the small, separate building located behind the church office at Seven Oaks.   
Appointments can be made by calling the church office. 
 

We have been amazed by God’s wondrous works on those touched through His love.  
Such works bringing glory to God.  We have witnessed freedom from pain, return of 
unimpaired sight, diagnosis of COPD reversed, a son brought to Jesus, restored 
ambulation free from use of a cane, blessings of encouragement, and release from 
stress and anxiety. 
 

The Intercessory Prayer Ministry is an adjunct of the Healing Prayer Ministry and meets 
weekly at the Cross Schools Campus before the 10:30 AM Sunday service. This special 
group of dedicated, devout individuals offer prayer and supplication on behalf of others.  
The scope is far reaching as they pray for our priests, leadership, building and grounds, 
individual prayers from church family and beyond, as well as, our nation and the world. 
 
All prayer ministers have completed extensive training utilizing materials developed by 
Christian Healing Ministries (founders Francis and Judith MacNutt).  As well, Bible 
Studies and related subject matter books are recommended and encouraged for further 
enrichment. 
 

We as focused prayer members of The Church of The Cross, both in the Healing Prayer 
Ministry and Intercessory Prayer, are held up and spiritually supported by another 
ministry, Daughters of the King, who come beside us and pray for us.    “We are 
commanded to pray for one another and for leadership at all levels, for the sick and for 
the lost. In it all we are to pray that God might receive the glory.” 
 
For additional information, please contact Sheila Sulak, 
ssulak@thechurchofthecross.net, at the Church Office. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
Shirley Cannon 
dcsc@hargray.com 



HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 

The Historical Committee meets monthly in the Parish Hall Library.  Our purpose is to 

collect information – photos, papers, books and items relating to the history of The 

Church of the Cross.  These are held in the Archive file cabinets and closet in the 

Library. The information- historical and current- is available to ministries of the Church 

and for research by the committee and others.  

Nancy Mattison, a committee member, continues to make a digital record of many of the 

photos, books, records and items in the collection. This is a vital project for conservation 

and future use of the holdings. 

The Flower Guild gave several albums of photographs from the 1980s and 90s showing 

the arrangements in the church and exterior.  They document the interior of the church 

as well as their decorative contributions. Information from ministries is needed to create 

the history. 

Anyone interested in Church of the Church history encouraged to attend meetings or 

join the committee. Current active members are: Jim Cheesman, Ann Elliott, Jeff 

Hawkes, Nancy Mattison, Teddy McCracken and Buddy Wilson.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Ann Elliott 

 

 

HOME EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY 

The Home Eucharistic Ministry is an active ministry at The Church of the Cross providing home 

communion services for parishioners who are unable to attend church services. A ministry team 

volunteer visits the church members to provide fellowship and a short communion service at 

home, hospital, nursing or care facility. 

The ministry team is currently comprised of 11 active members who each receive training in 

conducting the service of specialized prayers and administration of pre-blessed Eucharistic 

bread and wine. Members are thus, trained Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEM)who receive as 

much, if not more joy and encouragement, from the visit of sharing as do the recipients.  In 

2018, 190 visits were made by the team and 240 parishioners/friends receiving Holy 

Communion. 

Please to do not hesitate to contact us if you find yourself infirmed and unable to attend church 

services. We are blessed to come visit and share our Lord’s bread and wine. 

Natalie N. Mann 

Chairperson 



Kairos Annual Report (2018) 

Kairos, meaning “God’s Special Time”, is an international program based upon three and one-

half day weekends that are held inside prison walls by trained teams of volunteers. The purpose 

of the weekend is to take the love of God to the residents and to bring them hope. Locally, 

Kairos has reached close to 600 inmates at the Ridgeland Correctional Institution by holding two 

weekends per year. (It should be noted that Kairos is self-supportive. We receive no county, 

state or federal financial aid.) After the weekend, the participants (residents of RCI) are 

encouraged to establish Prayer and Share Groups which meet weekly. Kairos also holds monthly 

reunions inside the prison, providing speakers, group discussions, singing and prayer. Twice a 

year, Kairos holds a Group Reunion Day for all Kairos Graduates who are able to attend. During 

this time, there are Kairos Graduate Speakers (talking about God inside the prison walls), group 

discussions, singing and prayer. The Warden at Ridgeland Correctional Institution fully supports 

Kairos. He states that the program has had a very positive impact inside the walls.  

The Church of the Cross has been very involved and supportive of the Kairos Prison Ministry. 

There are men who volunteer to serve on Kairos Teams, men who have been Weekend Leaders, 

and men who serve on the Kairos Advisory Council. In the past, the Cross Christian Women 

provided $500 a year in the form of a grant. They indicated this year that they would no longer 

be providing this grant, that they were changing their focus. Kairos will miss their financial 

support and thanks them for all of their past support. It is hoped that members of the church 

will step in and help to make up some of the needed funds to keep the program going. Kairos 

also received a one-time $1,000 grant from The Church of the Cross Flower Guild (2018). Other 

volunteers include men and women who work in the kitchen to prepare food for the weekend. 

Some men and women attend the Closing Ceremony at the conclusion of each weekend. The 

Church Office and clergy provide great assistance in helping advertise our weekends, providing 

for needs, and collecting cookies. The church community in general supports the Kairos Ministry 

through prayer, financial donations, and cookie donations.  

A new Kairos ministry is underway in the Lowcountry, Kairos Outside. This three-day weekend is 

designed for women who are related to those who are incarcerated:  wives, sisters, daughters, 

mothers. The Kairos Outside experience is designed to give hope to these women and to show 

them they are not alone. The Church of the Cross will have three team members on Kairos 

Outside Lowcountry #1 in March.                                                     

 The Kairos Ministry thanks all who have helped bring Jesus to those behind the prison walls. 

“I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 

looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. 

(Matthew 25:33) 

               Kairos Coordinator, 

               Charlie Jensen 

 



Men Greeting Men 

 

The Men Greeting Men Ministry is a service ministry in which new men are welcomed into the Church of 

the Cross. During the contact the new member is provided the latest information about the 

activities/ministries of the church with a focus on men’s activities, including but not limited to, the 

Men’s Breakfasts, the Men’s Retreat, Bible Studies, and The Fall Men’s Dinner. Additionally each new 

man is provided a Bible inscribed, by the Rector, with an appropriate scripture verse. 

In 2018 the team greeted 62 new men.  

Our goal for 2019 is to continue to assist new men in the church with an easy transition into men’s 

activities/ministries at the Church of the Cross.  

 

2018 Team Members: 

Bob Bothfeld 

Lewis Campbell 

Pat Capuano 

Rod Carlson 

Doug Dafler 

Bob Olsen 

John Parker 

Craig Pelley 

Alan Restivo 

Fred Ruggles 

Paul Scott 

Mill Simmons 

J. Michael Simon 

Charles Smith 

 

In His Service, 

John Parker 

 



                                                   MEN OF THE CROSS  

                                                          

The Men of the Cross ( MOTC ) had a successful year from both the board 

members and all the men in our church who participated and attended all the 

scheduled events during 2018. Our focus again for this past year was to continue 

to be on men’s relationship with God, family and getting involved with other men 

at church and reaching out to the community. The events scheduled for 2018 

were: 

 

 

- 1st on 3rd Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast’s , which ran from October of 
2017 thru May of 2018 
 

- Sponsoring the Men’s Fraternity Series “ Winning at Home and Work ” 
 

- Clay Shooting event   
 

- Pancake Supper  
 

- Men’s Fall Retreat in November 
 

      MOTC Board Members include : Bob Jarvis, Charles Smith, Clayton Colleran 

      Lewis Campbell, Rich Peacock and Mike Mead. 

 

                                               Bruce Ehlers , Chairman 

 

 

 

 



MILITARY CARE MINISTRY 

ANNUAL REPORT 

 

The Military Care Ministry has had a busy year, looking at new possibilities for supporting our military 

troops and families.  We have made contact with military and veteran leaders in an effort to assess 

what our Ministry can do to support the needs of those units and individuals. 

EASTER CARDS: This year we again provided Easter cards to the USO at the Savannah Airport for them 

to hand out to our troops transitioning through the terminal.  Many are going home for the Easter  

holiday and some are on leave from the local units.  There are also a number who arrive on their way 

to Parris Island for their initial basic training. 

HOMELESS VETS SAVANNAH:  The Ministry has identified a need of homeless veterans in the 

Savannah area.  Our contact is with the VFW in Savannah that has identified veterans that require 

support.  They need everything from flashlights to batteries, socks and other cold weather clothing. 

HOMELESS VETS AUGUSTA:  MCM has also made contact with the Augusta VFW to support female 

military veterans.  Here again, clothing is a high priority which we endeavor to secure and forward to 

them for distribution.  We have established a point of contact that keeps us informed of requirements 

as well as where needs exist.  One of our members has been in touch to determine the type and 

quantity of clothing needed. 

SUPPORT TO TROOPS:  The Ministry is working with the Commander at Hunter Army Airfield to 

identify units that are deployed and items that they need.  We know that small units that are 

deployed into hostile areas do not have access to larger base amenities and we are attempting to fill 

the void to the degree possible.  A determination will be made regarding the type and quantities of 

support that is needed. 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTING:  The MCM has continued to host the coffee hour after services on both 

Memorial Day and Veteran's day.  This provides an opportunity to solicit members to the Ministry as 

well as seek volunteers for our projects. 

HONOR FLIGHTS:  This past year we had a briefing from a coordinator of  the Honor Flights.  This is a 

national program in which WWII veterans were transported to Washington DC to honor them for their 

service and take them to the various monuments in the DC area.  They are met by the Commander of 

the Military District of Washington and escorted to the various planned venues.  The MCM has sent 

two of our church members on this trip, but would like to identify more eligible persons to 

participate.  The Honor Flight program has expanded beyond the WWII veterans to now include 

Korean and Viet Nam vets.  Each vet who needs assistance while in route will be given a personal 

assistant to help them cope with the travel.  The closest departure from Bluffton is Savannah.  The 

previous trips were by bus rather than air so that is a consideration as well. 

LOW COUNTRY FOUNDATION FOR THE WOUNDED:  We again supported the Lowcountry Foundation 

for Wounded Military Members.  This is an annual event that this year had 42 Purple Heart veterans 



participate.  We provide money to support the event which is used for providing national and local 

support to wounded veterans.                                                                                    

ADOPT A UNIT:  We previously promoted a program to Adopt a Soldier.  However, that has been 

changed to Adopt a Unit.  We welcome anyone who would be interested in participating in this 

worthy program to speak to any MCM member.  We have a point of contact in Savannah who keeps 

tabs on what units are deployed and who should be contacted to receive information on the specific 

needs of he units.  The 3rd Infantry Division has units deployed on a rotating basis and we endeavor to 

support their needs.  The unit chaplains are used as information sources. 

MCAS AIRSHOW:  This new year. 2019, we will be facilitating persons interested in attending the 

Marine Corps Air Station sponsored Air Show.  It will be held in the spring at the MCAS Beaufort. 

GETTING INVOLVED:  Anyone interested in becoming involved with the MCM are welcome to join us 

at our monthly meetings, held the third Tuesday of each month at 11:30 in the Parish Hall.   

BIBLES:  Lastly, we have been able to get Gideon bibles and distribute them to the homeless veterans 

in Savannah.  We feel that this gives those unfortunate veterans a degree of hope and that they are 

not forgotten.   

FINANCIAL RESOURCES:  Some of the programs in which we are involved requires financial resources.  

We are grateful to those who give to the MCM over the course of the year.  We thank you and 

appreciate your gifts for our work   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Roger Sandler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mission and Outreach Minders and Modelers 

It has been an exciting 2018 for the Missions and Outreach Minders and Modelers (MOMM). Our vision 

is to focus on identifying, as well as soliciting, from the Parish, mission and outreach opportunities in our 

surrounding communities, the nation and the world that will reflect God’s love and reach those who 

have not embraced the Gospel.  

The Church of the Cross was able to reach toward that vision, as we participated in the mission and 

outreach opportunities listed below: 

Cross Schools 
YoungLives 
Family Promise of Beaufort County 
Operation Christmas Child 
American Heritage Girls 
Young Life 
Good News Club 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
Back Pack Buddies 
Kairos Outside 
Hurricane/Flood Relief, St Paul’s Conway, SC 
Samaritan’s Purse Rebuild Program 
Christian Orphan Health International 
Mission Trip to Peru 
Christian Best Camps, Kenya 
Anglican Frontier Missions 
Broadhurst’s Ministry in Madagascar 
Hope for Life Homes, Russia 
Diocese of Marsabit, Kenya, (School Building and scholarships) 
The Youth Ministries of The Church of the Cross 
The Church of the Cross Food Bank 
The Present for the Future 
Heal Ministry, Uganda 
Kenyan Christian Education Partnership 
 

MOMM thanks all those who work so diligently at God’s Goods so that The Church of the Cross was able 

to have the necessary resources to support all of these mission and outreach opportunities. We also 

thank the many, many parishioners who have given their time and talent to spreading the Gospel 

beyond our doors. God has blessed us mightily and our response is to glorify Him. We work to that end. 

Thanks be to God. 

In His Service, 

Bob Jarvis, Natalie Mann, Sonja Wesseler, Lynn Oberg, Tim Jones, Marty Strauss, Dorothy Saucier, 

Robert Hollings, and John Parker 

 

 



MOM’S MINISTRY 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Moms Ministry exists to develop a culture among mothers in our Church and 

community that supports, nurtures and equips one another so that each woman 

can realize her potential as a woman, mother and leader in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

IN 2018 
The Moms Ministry’s main focus this year was the Thursday morning Bible study 

and support group. Each week, a group of moms met for Bible study, prayer and 

support, led by Sue Carlson. For Christmas, this group of women put together 

homemade handsoap and bath salt ornaments to give to the moms who shopped 

at Bluffton Self Help’s Toy Shop. There are endless opportunities to serve the 

moms in our Church and community. With additional leadership and participation, 

this ministry could grow to serve many more women. 

 
ONGOING GOALS 

• to raise up leaders among moms in our Church 

• to continue to market the ministry throughout the Church and  

community making moms aware of our presence and our desire to  

meet their needs 

• to continue to build a mother culture in our Church and community where 

moms feel connected to one another intellectually, relationally and spiritually  

• to equip our moms to be the moms God intended them to be by helping them 

access the power they have in Christ.  

“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up”.   

1 Thessalonians 5:11 NIV 

 

Submitted by, 

Sue Carlson 

Ministry Leader 



MUSIC 

 

Crosspoint Band 
 

Our team has been blessed with another year of worship!  We continue to strive for an 
atmosphere of worship that is humble and inviting.  This year we’ll see many changes to 
our delivery as the worship space expands, but leading the lost to Christ will still be the 
sole focus!   
 
We’ve added pianist/vocalist Geno Miller and his vocalist wife Andrea Miller to the team, 
and are looking forward to showcasing their amazing gifts to you in the coming year.  
We’re very excited and prayerful about the future! 
 
Jordan Ross  
Director of Music, Cross Schools Campus 
 
 
 

GRACETIME WORSHIP TEAM 

It is hard to believe that the Saturday 5:28 worship team starts its eighth year in 2019. Praise 
God! The team members bring a wealth of musical talent to this service, but more importantly, 
they bring a the spirit of Jesus Christ to each and every service. While the styles of music we 
present may be varied (Contemporary Christian, “Old Time Religion” hymns, Country, 
Bluegrass, Blues, & Gospel to name a few), our love of praising the Lord does not waver. I would 
like to thank the people that served this year: Cheryl Johnson, Rick Tramuta, Chuck Diener, 
David Gordon, Louise Retzer, Jim Davidson, Adelaide Shirley, Dave & Sheila Lastocy & Ray Pilch. 
Our teams vision is to bring the lost to Christ through the conduit of music. 

ONE LAST NOTE: We are still praying that God will bring us a keyboard player this coming year. 
If you are that person, or you know of a keyboardist who may be interested, please have them 
call me at 843-415-2557, or leave a message in the Church office. 

 

J. HOWARD DUFF 

Gracetime Worship Leader 

 

 

 



NEW MEMBER SHEPHERDING MINISTRY 

 

“Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers, not because you 

must, but because you are willing as God wants you to be.”                                             I Peter 5:2a 

 

The New Member Shepherding Ministry falls under the umbrella of Cross Christian Women.  
The ministry reaches out to all new women members…welcoming and familiarizing them with 
the facilities and the ministries of the TCOTC. 

 

The mission of the ministry is to help the new member fully enjoy the many blessings of 
membership and to encourage them to share openly their time, talents and resources. 

 

Over the past year, The New Member Shepherding Ministry has reached out to over 61 new 
women members.  Each new member was presented a gift of a daily devotional and 
information about our Church. 

 

The Church of the Cross members currently serving as Shepherds for 2018 were: 

Lynne Moon 
Mary Pitcher 
Sue Short 
Becky Owens 
BJ Silver 
Joanne Byrd 
Judith Hart 
Martha Marcinkoski 
 

Thank you ladies for a job well done.  God has blessed the growth of our Church and will 
continue to do so. 

 

Martha Marcinkoski 

New Member Shepherding Ministry Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PASTORAL CARE TEAM 

 

The mission of the Pastoral Care Team is to support, encourage and be available for the Pastoral Care 

Ministries of the Church of the Cross. These ministries are: Card, Caring Hearts, Community Eucharist, 

Cross Care Visitation Team,  Home Communion, Dinner, Divorce Care, Financial Counseling, Friendly 

Faces, Healing after Loss (HAL) , Healing Prayer, Intercessory Prayer, Prayer Shawl, Season Sisters, and 

Stephen Ministry. 

The team meets the first Monday of each month and  stays in close contact with the Church office to  

assess the needs of our Parish family and match those needs to the appropriate Pastoral care group. 

 This year Hospital Visitation Ministry was renamed Cross Care Visitation Team since the scope of 

visitation is beyond simply hospitals but extends to rehabilitation facilities or home visits as needed.  A 

Pastoral  Care brochure , which describes all Pastoral  ministries, was updated to include accurate 

descriptions of all ministries.   

This brochure is given to all newcomers and also may be found on each campus and in the Church office.  

 

TEAM MEMBERS: 

Emily Cook 

Karen Jones 

Sheryl Maddux 

John Parker 

Nancy Shute-Scott 

Mill Simmons  

Maggie Wickman  

 

 

In His Service, 

 

Elaine B. Parker 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 

 

 

 



PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

ANNUAL REPORT – 2018 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to be blessed by dedicated women who give very 

generously of themselves to provide comfort and to glorify God through prayer shawls, 

lap robes, prayer patches and baby blankets. Through our handmade items we continue 

to have opportunities to partner with other ministries to promote healing and comfort for 

those in need.   

We meet on the second and fourth Monday at 10:00 AM on the Calhoun campus.  Our 

time together is spent with a prayer, devotional, sharing of projects, an occasional 

luncheon, helping each other and just having fun and fellowship! 

We offer knitting and/or crochet lessons to anyone interested in becoming a member of 

our ministry.  We look forward to serving in 2019 to glorify God and The Church of the 

Cross!   

In His name, 

Pamela Rubinos 

 

Safety Team Ministry  

Well, 2018 has been an exciting and successful year for the Historic Safety Team!  Our 

team of over 25 members has staffed every service and many special events with a 

dedicated team of Christians devoted to assisting others.   Our members are easy to 

spot as they wear a red lanyard with their name tag and they are present to assist our 

staff, congregation, and visitors in having a pleasurable worship experience.  This year 

we welcomed new members and conducted medical refresher training.  We also 

conducted training in situational awareness and scenario based training to assist our 

members in developing their skills and reactions to an emergency.  We continue to 

receive support from the Bluffton Police Department and have conducted effective 

liaison with United Methodist Church to assist them in their safety team development. 

 

If anyone is interested in joining this ministry please reach out to James Hamilton 

(540.645.0848 cell).  Only two pre-requisites for membership: a heart for Christ and a 

willingness to help others.   

God bless you all and we are looking forward to seeing His work in 2019! 

 

James Hamilton 

 



Samaritan’s Purse Report 2018 

 

With the blessing and financial support of the mission board (MOMM) and God’s Goods thrift 

store, we were able to deploy twice in 2018. 

In January, we worked on a rebuild site in Tarboro, NC. The homes were new construction by 

Samaritan’s Purse because the original homes were in a flood plain of the Tar River. They were 

destroyed by Hurricane Matthew. 

In October, we went to Horry County, SC to help with disaster relief doing mud outs of homes. 

Mud outs are removing anything from a house that flood water touched. This includes flooring, 

dry wall, furniture, food stuff and clothing. When this is completed, the house is sprayed to 

prevent mold growth.   

Rebuilds and disasters require no specific skills because a Samaritan’s Purse supervisor on site 

to explain what needs to be done and how to do it. All that is necessary is a willingness to be 

the hands and feet of Jesus. 

We are always looking for more volunteers. We generally try to go within a day’s drive. 

Transportation and meals on site are provided. 

 

Blessings, 

Bob and Chris Olsen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Season Sisters 

(Widow’s Ministry) 

 
The Season Sisters’ Ministry is a relatively new ministry. It originated under the umbrella of the 

Pastoral Care Team who has provided support in the formation. The purpose of the ministry is 

to provide opportunities for fellowship, social activities, resources to the widows in the church, 

and building a sisterhood. Many members have gone through the HAL (Healing After Loss) 

program. 

 

In 2018, our plan was to encourage members to assume responsibility in selecting program 

ideas and and we continue to promote that idea. The group participants have enjoyed a variety 

of activities- - speakers on several topics, May River boat trip, trip to Amelia Island, Cumberland 

Island, Fernandina Beach, lunches at several Bluffton restaurants, and participation in 

Operation Christmas Child. Our ministry will assume many responsibilities of TCOTC Card 

Ministry beginning in January, 2019 as a service project. We are looking forward to participating 

in this project.  

 

Our ministry meets on the third Saturday of each month from 10:00am-noon in the Parish Hall. 

All widows from The Church of the Cross are welcome to join our group.  

 

Emily Myers, Ministry Leader 

Diane McNamara, Program 

Louise Leverich, Resources 

Judy McCormick,Secretary 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Emily Myers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STEPHEN MINISTRY ANNUAL REPORT 2018 

Our motto is “Christ caring for people through people” 

 

The Church of The Cross has 14 Stephen Ministers which includes 3 Leaders, one on LOA, and 

one in charge of sending out the Grief Booklet series. 

 

Roberta Adams      Linda Jamie (Leader)  

Mitch Brach       Gail Johnson 

Sallie Bridgwater (Leader)     Shirley Johnson    

Mary Jane Cheeseman (Grief Booklet)   David Pierson  

Sara Gibala       Nancy Shute-Scott (Leader) 

Kaye Halvorson (Leader)     BJ Silver (LOA) 

Paul Halvorson      Susan Wheat 

 

In 2018, our Stephen Ministers helped 30 Care Receivers by providing emotional and spiritual 

care during difficult times.  This is a very confidential and free service offered at TCOTC.  

In January of 2019, we will start a new Training class consisting of four trainees from TCOTC and 

three from Low Country Presbyterian Church.  Occasionally, we combine training classes with 

other churches.  Stephen is a non-denomination ministry and minsters to all who are hurting 

and in need.  Care Receivers don’t have to be a member of our church, or even any church.  The 

classes consists of 50 hours of skilled training and at the end of the training, they are 

commissioned as Stephen Ministers in front of the congregation. 

Also in January, David Pierson is attending the Stephen Leadership program in Orlando, FL.  This 

is an additional 50 hours of training to become a Stephen Leader.  We look forward to having 

him as a Stephen Leader. 

We now have a Stephen Minister, Mary Jane Cheeseman, who is in charge of sending out the 

Grief Book Series.  This consists of four booklets sent to members of TCOTC who have lost a 

loved one.  They are sent over a period of a year and are a great help to someone grieving. 

All Stephen Ministers consider it a blessing to be serving at TCOTC and feel blessed by each 

Care Receiver they have.  We are also very thankful for the support of Fr. Owens and Pastor 

Johnathan. 

In His Service, 

Nancy Shute-Scott 



Usher Ministry - Calhoun Street 10am 
 

It has been a real privilege for the 6 usher teams to greet and serve you each Sunday in 
2018. 
 
Each usher team member is working to be sure you - whether a newcomer or long time 
member-  feel you have come home and are with friends and fellow believers. The 
Usher Team mission is to take care of the details of each service so that you can focus 
on worship and the message the Lord is sending to you. 
 
We need ushers for 2019!  Each team needs six members and each team serves once 
every 6 weeks at the 10 AM service.  If you are new to The Church of the Cross, this is 
a great way for you to meets lots of people and get involved in church life.  The task is 
not hard, if you make a mistake, no one will know, and it’s rewarding! 
 
If you have been on sabbatical, come on back.  We need your experience.  We always 
have need for substitutes and extra help.  The schedule for the year will be sent to you 
in middle February. 
 
Please volunteer, call the church office or Stew Brown (843-842-5321) or 
sdb55@aol.com. 
 
Oh, by the way, in late February there will be a brief and simple review of the ushering 
process – otherwise known as a “training session” for newbies AND for currently serving 
ushers!  
 
Thank you for allowing us to serve you and HIM. 
 
Stew Brown 
 
 

Usher Ministry - 2018 Cross Schools Campus 

It has been a pleasure leading the Cross School campus usher team this year.  We had five usher 

teams this year who were dedicated to being helpful and welcoming to our parishioners and 

guests at the Cross School campus.  Many of the team members willingly volunteered for each 

other to assist with schedule conflicts.  With all of the construction and expansion at the Cross 

School campus this year, the team adapted well in support of our church services. 

The Cross School usher team’s mission in 2019 will be to continue to support the rapid growth 

of our Church and ensure those in attendance feel welcome.  Additionally, all collection, 

attendance and communion activities are as coordinated and efficient as possible.   

In eager anticipation of serving this ministry as the Cross School campus grows in 2019. 

Greg Weaver  

mailto:sdb55@aol.com


2018 Wedding Guild Report 

 
 

The Church of the Cross Wedding Guild members support the clergy the Rector’s 

Assistant, Risa Grace and the wedding party with all aspects of weddings held at the 

church.   

 

Guild members are present for the bride’s meeting, wedding rehearsal and day of 

wedding. 

 

2018 Guild members were: 

 

Brooke Anderson 

Patti Garrity 

Sally Hoag 

Lynn Oberg 

Phyllis Spearman 

Leslie Young 

 

If you are interested in joining the Wedding Guild, please contact Risa Grace, 

the Rector’s Assistant. 

 

Submitted by, 

 

Leslie Young 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship Teams – Historic Campus 

Thank you to all the adults and young people who served at the 8:00 and 10:00 

am services. Members of the Worship Team serve each Sunday at the historic 

church on Calhoun Street.  The Sunday Worship Team includes those serving as 

Sacristan, Sub Deacon, Crucifer, and Torch Bearers. 

At the 10:00 am service, we are joined by lay readers who read the Lesson for the 

day and the Prayers of the People.   

Anyone desiring to serve our Lord during a worship service is welcome to join us.  

There is minimal training involved. 

Submitted by, 

Karen Hurst 

 

 

Worship Teams – Special  Services 

For all the servers (ushers, crucifers, torchbearers, chalice bearers, readers, bell 

tollers) who participated in the many special services in 2018, we are truly 

grateful.  These services included funerals, weddings and Confirmation.  Special 

thanks to Bob Pointon who scheduled the servers and Dan Wade who dug the 

holes for the funeral interments. 

 

Risa Grace 

Rector’s Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 



Cross Kids  

 

The Church of the Cross offers a dynamic children’s programming on each campus which is focused on 

meeting the needs of our diverse worshipping body and community as well as attracting families and 

children that do not currently have a place of worship. 

 

Nursery 

We currently have nine nursery employees that work both the Historic Calhoun Street and the Cross 

Schools Campuses.  In September we moved into our new space at the Cross Schools Campus.  This has 

been a wonderful addition and marks the first time we have had our own space, toys and books at this 

campus.  This has been a huge blessing.   

 

Sunday School 

On our Cross Schools Campus, Cross Kids begins with children (age 3-5th grade) going into age 

appropriate groups for a time of fellowship and fun. The curriculum offers different lessons each week 

and a monthly theme and bible verse. It is a journey that takes the children through the bible and brings 

it to life. This program fits nicely with this campus and service format and is possible because of the 

blessing of our new space within Cross Schools. 

 

Special Events 

Due to the construction of our new expansion we did not have VBS this year but we did have several 

activities for the children. We hosted a Mother and Daughter Spa Day, Father and Son Nerf Party, Family 

Movie Night and a Craftpalooza. Each event was a success and we were able to serve over 450 children, 

parents, and even grandparents. It was such a success that we will offer some of these programs in the 

new year! 

 

Volunteers 

Our children’s program continues to grow. We would not be able to do as much as we do without the 

help and talent of our volunteers. Their dedication and love for the children and God helps the lives of 

the children they interact with each week on both campuses. They are a huge blessing and a talented 

group to work with. This is what makes our children’s ministry extraordinary! 

 

Amy Weaver 

 



Sunday School on the Historic Campus 

 

Sunday School offered at our 10am blended service on the Historic Campus is 

based on the curriculum provided by Group Publishing called FaithweaverNow. 

This interactive, age appropriate lesson format is offered each Sunday morning for 

children ages 3 years old through 5th grade. Our classes are separated into two 

groups, the youngers (3 – 6 years old) and the olders (7 years old through 5th 

grade). On occasion, our class is combined, allowing the olders to help the 

youngers with their craft. At the Peace, the children return to the church service to 

join their families for Communion. We have 10 volunteers that either teach or 

assist on the four-five Sundays each month led by Pam Donahue and Heidi Toon. 

If you would like to be a part of this very rewarding ministry and share your faith 

with the next generation, please contact our Children’s Ministry Leader, Michael-

Anne Land at maland@thechurchofthecross.net.  

 

Submitted by Heidi  Toon 
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Middle School and High School Ministries 

 

It's such an honor to serve as the Director of Youth Ministries at The Church of the Cross. When 

my family and I attended one of our Christmas Eve services, we were filled with thanksgiving over 

what God has done in 2018. And as I sat with the congregation worshipping our Savior, I felt great 

joy and excitement over all that the Lord is doing in this place and also with our teenagers.  

The adult leaders and I are blessed to be a part of the lives of these amazing middle and high school 

students, and I'm so thankful for the following volunteer leaders who are the heartbeat of the youth 

department - we gained three new leaders last year who joined our already outstanding team! 

High school: Josh Hicks, Rod Musselman, Karen Hurst, Christie Stokes, Kim Wilhite, Hilah and 

Jeb Ayres, Michelle Edwards 

Middle school: Joye & Jeff Ballard, Josh & Erin Hicks, Bob Jarvis, Laura Nitz, Charles Smith, 

Michelle Edwards  

Together, the leaders and I are prayerfully loving & teaching / showing our teenagers what it 

means to have a relationship with Jesus Christ and to be a light to a lost and hopeless world. 

Together, we have studied the lives of Daniel, Solomon, David and Paul. Together and during 

our weekly youth group gatherings, we've explored topics & issues  that confront our teenagers 

on a daily basis, as they listen to a group teaching and then dig deeper in small group discussion. 

We've listened to some mighty keepers of the faith share their testimonies with us so that we may 

begin thinking of our own walks with the Lord and learn how to share the Gospel with others. 

We began a daily Bible study in which leaders & youth read the same scripture and interact with 

one another through questions and thoughts exchanged via text messages. We spent a week with 

Louie Giglio, Chris Tomlin and Sadie Robertson in Daytona Beach learning what it means to be 

a disciple of Christ while worshiping with 12,000 other students. We had a long weekend skiing 

the slopes of North Carolina. We spent 4 weekends at Camp St. Christopher, laughing and 

talking and singing and listening to speakers who challenged our students to put Jesus Christ first 

in their lives. We had a Super Bowl party, Christmas Parties and a Halloween party.  We also 

found time to bowl, ice skate, shop, have a girls' tea and meet for coffee at Starbucks.  

As we look ahead to 2019, our ministry includes all of the above, plus these plans in the works:  

 A weekly Bible study for students interested in diving deeper into their faith.  

 The creation of a group for teens who want to learn how to share their testimonies with 

others - practice time, included. 

 We're prayerfully discerning God’s will for a mission trip and are considering service 

alongside a ministry in Jamaica (or wherever the Holy Spirit leads). 

  A small group for College age students. 

  We may perhaps even consider a Lock-In if the kids pay me enough... 



Thanks to our Church family for your support, and we covet your continued prayers for the 

teenagers in our Church and community! They are deeply loved by myself and the leaders and, 

most important, by the Lord God Almighty.   

Tim Edwards 

    

  

 


