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Lake Erie Walleye Hatch Predictions

* Each year since 1988, Ohio and Ontario have completed trawl surveys in their respective waters of the
west basin and combined results to provide one index of hatch success for Lake Erie walleye.

* West basin trawl surveys of young-of-year (YOY) walleye in 2024 will be used to predict how many
walleye will enter the adult population as 2-year-old fish in 2026.

* August results from Ohio surveys have been reported in the past to provide an early look at hatch
success; however, providing these details often led to confusion when these results differed from the
combined interagency (Ohio and Ontario) hatch index reported later in the year.

* In 2022, the Division of Wildlife began announcing only final interagency results for west basin
walleye and yellow perch, along with central basin survey results, in December to reduce confusion.

* Although we no longer announce Ohio’s August trawl results individually, the Ohio portion of the
survey has sufficient information to provide early insights that can be compared to past years before
interagency results are finalized.

* Ohio trawl surveys completed in the west basin in August predict, in a general way, the future
abundance of 2-year-old walleye, falling into one of four categories:
* Low- less than 10 million fish
* Moderate- 10 to 20 million fish
* Large- more than 20 million fish
* Exceptional- more than 20 million fish with the potential to be extremely large
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Although Ohio’s 2024 August results are below those of recent years, hatches over
the past decade have been extraordinary and we expect exceptional fishing lake-
wide during the next 10-15 years.
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