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Winter version of “Rockin’ the Vest!!” Created by Lions 

Camp at Teresita Pines, NE of Los Angeles. 
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Hello Lions and Leos of MD-1.  I 

hope you are all healthy and well.  

 

The calendar is flipping to March 

which means spring is almost upon 

us.  After a very cold and snowy 

February, I know we are all looking 

forward to being able to get outside 

some more.  This will also present 

more opportunities for our clubs to 

provide more services to our 

communities. 

 

You will be seeing the notice for the 

MD-1 State Convention very soon.  

The decision to hold this year’s 

convention virtually was made after 

discussions with the host hotel. 

They indicated that it was not likely 

that gatherings of more than 50 

would be approved by the time the 

convention rolled around.  We 

would need a limit about 5 times 

that amount to hold a state 

convention. While we will miss 

meeting all our Lions friends in-

person this year we will make the 

best of the situation and put 

together a good convention for the 

Lions of Illinois. 

 

I am excited to announce that the 

MD-1 Lions of Illinois now have a 

YouTube channel.  Here is the link: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCMzSWIXd1HUmPufbwUx8lpw 

 

So far, we have two recordings 

available for viewing: the “MD-1 

Virtually Speaking Forum” and the 

“Why Pay Dues” video put together 

by PDG Lori Bennett.  We will be 

adding more content over time, but 

this is another great way to share 

information with the Lions in our 

state and elsewhere.   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMzSWIXd1HUmPufbwUx8lpw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMzSWIXd1HUmPufbwUx8lpw
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The COG Meeting was held on 

February 27 via Zoom due to the 

restrictions on the size of in-person 

gatherings currently in-place.  The 

Governors were able to complete 

the business of the Lions of Illinois 

and I want to thank them for all their 

efforts during what has been a 

challenging Lions year. 

 

It is important for your club to stay 

in-touch with each other during this 

time.  If your club is not meeting at 

all, please consider using a free 

version of Zoom to at least get your 

club together to talk. Another 

option is FreeConferenceCall.com.   

 

In closing I want to thank you for all 

you are doing to serve your 

communities. Thank you for 

reading. 

 

MD-1 Council Chairperson Joe 

Vinyard 

 

jvinyard1@comcast.net 

-------------------------------------- 

 

The snow is easily three feet deep 

and has been for several weeks.  We 

have faced the isolation and 

confusion of COVID for months.  

The vaccine is available for some, 

but not yet for all.  It seems we are 

moving in the right direction with 

businesses reopening, but will that 

continue?  Wearing masks and 

social distancing has become the 

norm.  Many have been ill and many 

have lost loved ones and friends.  

Grief can seem insurmountable.  

Work and school have been flipped 

180 degrees.  To say the least, this 

past year has been a challenge.  It 

has also been a learning experience.  

As Lion Leaders, what have we 

learned that could be applied to our 

clubs and communities?  Maybe, 

this could be a discussion topic for 

mailto:jvinyard1@comcast.net
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your next Lions meeting?  Here are 

just a few thoughts.   

 

• Isolation can lead to frustration 

which can lead to feelings of despair 

and depression.  The darkness can 

be overwhelming.  Reach out to 

family, friends and yes our club 

members.  A phone call, text, 

FaceTime or zoom call can lift spirits.   

 

• Visits can be made safely on 

one side of the window or door.  

Drive through and drop off works 

for businesses.  Lions are in the 

service business.  Service can be 

provided via drive through and drop 

off.  We just need to think creatively. 

 

• Families, schools, and health 

services need support.  It is not 

business as usual.  Lions can listen 

and support, we just need to be 

willing to do it differently if what we 

have done in the past does not work 

in these times. 

 

• Communities are in need.  

Lions have been meeting 

community needs for over 100 

years.  We have expertise in this 

area.  As Lion Leaders, now is the 

time to share that expertise. 

 

-jamawahl@yahoo.com 

--------------------------------------- 

Lions Clubs International Report 

February 27, 2021 
International Board of Directors 

The International Board of Directors 

will again have a virtual meeting for 

their scheduled meeting in April. 

 

The Board has not met in person 

since the fall of 2019. There has 

been a lot of virtual meetings that 

have covered items for both LCI and  

 

 

our Foundation, LCIF. Your Directors 

are all looking to get together as 

soon as possible. 

 

Even though we are not meeting in 

person, the Board has been active in 

moving our association forward. 

mailto:jamawahl@yahoo.com
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Over the last month your Executive 

Officers and Board of Directors have 

been busy, virtually working on 

some of the concerns that are facing 

the Association in these times. 

There was an overall drop in the 

association membership earlier in 

 the year, but it has been turned 

around to bring us back over the 

1.4M members that we had a year 

ago. 

 

Several decisions were forwarded to 

the Board from the Executive 

Officers for their approval. The 

following resolutions were passed 

unanimously. They are: 

 

1. Charter and entrance fees are 

waived from January 1- June 30, 

2021 

 

2. No clubs in good standing on 

December 31, 2020 will be 

suspended or canceled through 

June 30, 

 

2021 for late payment of dues. Full 

payment is required to be received 

before June 30, 2021 to avoid 

suspension or cancellation.  Note 

that clubs that are placed on 

financial suspension on December 

31, 2020 will remain on suspension 

until full balance is paid. Those clubs 

will still need to address their 

outstanding dues or make 

arrangements for repayment with 

the Accounts Receivable 

Department at LCI to avoid 

cancellation scheduled for March 

31, 2021. 

 

The Bridging Program for a Lioness 

Club to transition to a Lions Club will 

continue until June 30, 2021. 

 

The Board is looking to keep the 

transition continuing and looks 

forward to having more Lioness 

Clubs become Lions Clubs. As part 

of their name, “Lioness” can be part 

of it - an example is “Our Town 

LionessLions Club”. 

 

International Convention - 2021 

Due to the continuing concerns of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, the Board 

of Directors have voted to transition 

the 2021 International Convention 

 in Montreal from in person to a 

virtual event. The event will be 

totally online from June 25-29, 

2021. The following are some of the 

details that are available and after 

the Board Meeting in April there will  
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be more to follow. For now, they are: 

 

 The 2021 Convention will be 

virtual and offered to all Lions and 

Leos around the world 

 

 The registration fee will be 

US$50.00 until March 31, 2021, then 

US$75.00 beginning April 1, 2021. 

The registration fee for Leos will be 

a flat US$30.00. On-line registration 

is available. 

 

 Lions that are currently registered 

for the convention will receive an 

email from LCI with additional 

information about their 

registrations. 

 

 District Governors, District 

Governor elects and Past 

International Officers will be directly  

contacted     by      Lions        Clubs 

International for their registration. 

 

 There will be a virtual Parade of 

Nations. Information will be coming 

to the council chair to explain 

what needs to happen. 

 

 The election of Executive Officers, 

International Directors, and the 

voting on Constitutional 

Resolutions will be conducted 

electronically. More details will 

follow as to the procedures that will 

be followed. 

 

 The convention updates and 

agenda will be posted on the 

LCICON website as they become 

available. 

 

By now the District Governors, 

Governor-Elects and the Past 

International Officers should have 

received a registration form from 

Lions Clubs International. The Lions 

that had registered for the In Person 

Convention should have received a 

letter with the option to register for 

the virtual convention. For those 

who have not registered, the 

website is opening to do that now. 

Please remind your Lions that will be 

delegates, that they need to be 

registered for the virtual 

convention. 

 

The delegate count per club is still 1 

delegate for every 25 members or 

the majority thereof. The Club and 

District Present and Past Officers do 

not become an automatic delegate 

from their club. 
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Delegate forms will need to be filled 

out and submitted online. More 

information to follow. 

 

Proposed Resolutions for the 

2021 - Montreal International 

Convention 

 

1. Election of Officers 

As mentioned earlier, the elections 

of Officers and International 

Directors will be conducted 

electronically. This convention you 

will be voting for the President and 

Second Vice President of the 

Association along with five Directors 

for Constitutional Area  

1. Information will be following as to 

the virtual election procedures. 

2. Annual Dues Adjustment 

 

The proposed resolution is: 

Effective July 1, 2022 the semi-

annual dues from $21.50 to $23.00 

for a total of $46.00 per year instead 

of $43.00 per year ($3.00 increase). 

Effective July 1, 2023, LCI dues will 

increase to $24.00 semi-annually or 

$48.00 per year. Effective July 1, 

2024, LCI dues will increase to 

$25.00 semiannually or $50.00 per 

year. 

 

This is a $7.00 increase over three 

years with no planned concurrent 

escalator after that.   

 

Lions Clubs International 

Foundation 

The Foundation has been able to 

award grants for COVID-19 

Emergency Grants as well as the 

grants that are commonly available 

to the district. Campaign 100 is 

slowly advancing to our goal of 

$300M by June 30, 2022. As of 

Friday, February 19, 2021, the 

campaign has reached $191.5M or 

63.8%. 

 

I would like to thank IPDG Joni 

McMillan for her initiative a virtual 

fund raiser known as “Let us Make a 

Difference”. Through this event 

Districts are able to participate and 

the proceeds are going to 

Campaign 100. Thank you! 

 

District and Multiple District 

Conventions 

Just a reminder that if you have 

changed your convention from an in 

person to a virtual convention or 

you have completely changed the 

date, please get with your 

International Speaker so they are 
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aware of the change. A number of 

other Districts have done this and 

not contacted the speaker to see if 

he or she is available to participate 

in their convention. Personally, I 

have had this happen and there are 

a couple of other Directors that 

have had the same experience. If 

you need any help, please contact 

me. Right now, I am in daily 

conversation with the other 

directors in rescheduling our visits. 

 

I have confirmed that PIP Clem 

Kusiak will be participating at the 

MD1 State Convention this May. 

Once again he is looking forward to 

being with the Lions in Illinois. 

Brenda and I will be unable to 

participate, since I have an in person 

visit in California that weekend. I am 

confident that the convention will 

be a success for our Multiple. 

 

These decisions to change the 

format in a convention is not easy 

but must be made by the District 

Leaders. 

 

The same holds true for our clubs. 

Many of them may not be meeting 

or staying in contact with their 

members. I am afraid that when the 

time comes, they will have a hard 

time restarting. I ask that our District 

Leaders, especially the Region and 

 Zone Chairs reach out and talk to 

those clubs. Encourage them to 

prepare for that restart and make 

sure that their members’ needs are 

taken care of. It is time to serve 

those – our members so they are 

there to help those in need of our 

service – the community. 

 

So, continue the great work that can 

be done under these conditions. 

Congratulations to the New Clubs 

that have been chartered during the 

re-start. This is a great start for our 

Multiple and I hope that this will 

encourage others to see what can 

be accomplished in the last 6 

months. Hopefully 6 more? Just 

think, how great it would be if the 

State could be even or maybe plus 

one for this year. 

 

One day we will have a great 

celebration in person and look back 

on what was learned and what was 

accomplished over the months of 

this pandemic. Stay safe and 

healthy………. 

-Lion Bob Block,  

International Director  
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International Convention: 
Due to the continuing concerns 

about the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

pandemic, the board of directors 

voted to transition the 2021 

Montreal Lions Clubs International 

Convention to a virtual event that 

will be delivered totally online. This 

decision was made with the health 

and safety of our Lions, staff and 

vendors in mind as limiting 

international travel and large 

gatherings is key to global 

containment strategies. 

  

Although we are disappointed that 

we will not be able to host this event 

in person, we are excited about 

hosting our first virtual international 

convention that can safely connect 

Lions from around the world. We 

are still finalizing the details of your 

new convention experience and will 

share those with you as soon as they 

are ready. 

  

Here are some important details 

about the 2021 virtual convention 

we would like to share with you: 

Everyone is invited – Our 2021 

convention will be a virtual event 

that is open to all Lions and Leos 

around the world. 

  

Registration fees – The 

registration fee will be US$50 

until March 31, then US$75 

beginning April 1. The 

registration fee for Leos will be 

US$30 regardless of date. 

Convention is currently scheduled 

for June 25-29. Additional event 

and registration details will be 

provided soon. 

  

Current registrants – Lions who are 

currently registered for convention 

will receive an email soon with more 

information about their registration 

options. 

  

Elections – Executive officer and 

international director elections will 

be conducted electronically and 

voting procedures will be 

forthcoming. 
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Convention updates – Check our 

convention website  LCICon for 

convention updates and details as 

they become available. 

  

This global health pandemic has 

forced us all to make decisions and 

changes that place health and safety 

first. However, we are optimistic that 

with each new day there is hope, 

and as Lions, we continue to find 

new ways to stay connected, safely 

serve     our    communities       and 

continue our global mission of 

service. 

  

We appreciate your understanding 

during this challenging time for our 

organization and the world and 

thank you for your incredible service 

as a Lion. 

  

Regards, 

  

Dr. Jung-Yul Choi 

International President 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Match That Raffle for LCIF 
 Lions really like raffles.  Bring 

out a stack of tickets, and they 

willingly part with a dollar, a five 

dollar bill or a twenty.  It is really 

most of the time not the prize, or 

the chance, it is the support of 

causes Lions are supporting. 

 So, how about the next time 

that happens you add a small 

amount to a donation for Campaign 

100: LCIF Empowering? You win 

every time.  Over 90% of what that 

donation earns goes to service. 

 You can do this by donating at 

lionsclubs.org/en/donate. You can 

also TEXT LCIF 243-725.  Or 

contacting your district 

Chairperson: 

 1-A: Lion Joan McMillan, R: 

(708) 389-590, C: (708)539-3297 

govjonimac@gmail.com 

 1-BK: Lion John Joseph 

Honiotes, PDG, R: (815) 725-6307, C: 

(815) 508-9746 

johnjoseph1bk@gmail.com 

 

mailto:johnjoseph1bk@gmail.com
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 1-CN: Lion Lydia Ellis, PCC, C: 

(618) 980-7482 

serve2dgillinois@yahoo.com 

 1-CS: Lion Ruben Owen, PDG, 

C: (618) 317-5106 

rso1119@hotmail.com 

 1-D: Lion Duane Shaw, PDG, C: 

815-745-3339 

dcshaw1945@gmail.com 

 1-F: (Co-Chair) Lion Tom 

Lippert, DG, C: (847) 812-3727 

tlippert54@gmail.com 

                          Lion Susan 

Hasting, C: (847) 651-1056 

sucitysu@comcast.net 

 1-G: Lion Jerry Eiffert, C: (217)  

854-7909 jeiff@frontiernet.net 

 1-H: Lion Al Henning, C: (309) 

333-5274 allenhenning@ymail.com 

 1-J: Lion Ed Carter, PDG, C: 

630-330-1341 edward0022@att.net 

 1-M: Lion Kevin Mendenhall, 

PDG, R: (618) 553-1776 

kmendy1@yahoo,com 

 Also, if you are having a 

meeting, either virtually or in 

person, your district chairperson 

would be glad to tell you more 

about our International Foundation 

and the assistance it provides every 

day.  All in your name as a Lion.  

Please consider supporting the 

campaign. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

The Lions of Illinois financial statements 
The Lions of Illinois financial 

statements for the Lions year 

ending on June 30, 2020 have been 

audited by accounting firm SIKICH 

in Springfield, IL and a synopsis of 

our financial situation from that 

audit is shown within this magazine.   

 

It is the opinion of the auditing firm, 

the financial statements referred to 

present fairly, in all material 

respects, the financial position of 

Lions of Illinois, Inc. as of June 30, 

2020, and the changes in its net 

assets and its cash flows for the year 

then ended in accordance with 

accounting principles generally 

accepted in the United States of 

America. 

 

One item to note not shown in the 

financials is our commitment for an 

operating lease for the Lions of 

Illinois State Office. 
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The Lions office is leased under an 

operating lease that requires 

monthly payments of $500 through 

July 2024. Rent expense for the 

years ended June 30, 2020 and 2019 

was $6,000 and $0, respectively. 

Future minimum rental payments 

under the terms of this lease are as 

follows as of June 30: 2021 $6,000 / 

2022 $6,000 / 2023 $6,000 / 2024 

$6,000 / 2025 $500 / for a total of  

$24,500 

 

The Finance Committee has 

reviewed this audit as has the 

Council of Governors and both 

agree with its contents. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Our three newest Bradley Lions 

were sworn in last night by PDG 

Steve La Gesse. Left to right, 

Sponsor Lion Joe Marek, new Lion 

Jolene Wilkins, sponsor Lion Faye 

Marek, new Lion Debbie Stark, new 

Lion Angie Crane, and her sponsor 

Lion Lorna Page. 

--------------------------------------------- 

 

The Highland Lions typically name 

their Lion of the Year at their 

installation and awards banquet in 

June.  2020, need we say, was an 

unusual year and we did not hold 

our awards banquet. At our Lions 

Membership meeting on February 

9, 2021, Immediate past President 

and Lion of the Year for 2018– 2019 

Gary Kreutzberg presented the Lion 

of the Year Plaque to Lion Tom 

Mannion.  Tom has been a member 

since 1997.  He can always be 

counted on to work a shift on club 

projects. For the last five years he 

has been the chairman of Candy 

Day, the largest fundraiser for the 

Lions of Illinois Foundation.  Tom is 

1st vice president and has served on 

the Board of Directors. 

--------------------------------------- 

 

This is the “crew” at Elburn Lions 

Club that puts together those “to 

go dinners.”   

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Yes, it was cold that day when the 

Malta Lions helped customers with 

the Mobile Grow items.     
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--------------------------------------------- 

 

Real heros at Westmont Lions Club! 

Always ready to help – (l to r) 

President Stella Qualizza, Lion Dan 

Buczkowski, Lion John Karesh, and 

Lion Mark Zayed.   

---------------------------------------  

 

Aurora Evening Lions Club posted 

this on its Facebook page. Think 

about it — isn’t it true?    

--------------------------------------- 

 

There's a new Lion in the Wheaton 

Lions Club, Lion Dave Olson, who 

was sponsored by Lion Jim 

Mathieson.   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Elgin Lions hard at work helping out at 

Northern IL Food Bank.    

--------------------------------------------- 

District 1J’s newest club, Aurora 

Carillon Lions Club Officers, presenting 

gift cards and checks amounting to 

$1,000 to Joe Jackson, Executive Director 

of Hesed House, in Aurora. Gift cards and 

checks were donated by residents and 
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club members living at Carillon at 

Stonegate during the just-concluded 

fundraising project in December 2020. (l 

to r) Vanessa Liveris, Director of Hesed 

House Joe Jackson, Lion Bruce Metzdorf, 

& Aurora Noon Lion Susan Koepke.    

-------------------------------------------- 

 

Bartlett Lion Randy Zbasnik (l) and 

Greg Jones (r), a potential member, 

volunteering at the Wayne 

Township Food Pantry.    
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Algonquin Lion Jerry Glowgowski 

spends six hours a week (that is over 

300+ hours a year)  cleaning up 

garbage and recyclables in his 

neighborhood. He is also a Village 

Trustee and one of the club's most 

valuable Lions in the club when it 

comes to coordinating projects with 

the village and getting the 

necessary permits to hold club 

fundraisers.    

--------------------------------------------- 
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Volunteers Aurora Noon Lions 

Club load bags of food into a 

patron's vehicle at the Aurora Area 

Interfaith Food Pantry's second 

drive-thru Kids' Pop-Up food 

giveaway Saturday, February 6th, at 

Lincoln Park in Aurora. 

--------------------------------------- 

 

Aurora Noon Lion Rebecca 

Dunnigan, and Aurora Area 

Interfaith Food Pantry Community 

Outreach and Program Coordinator, 

bundles up to direct the pantry's 

Drive-Thru Kids' Pop-Up Food 

Giveaway on February 6th at Lincoln 

Park in Aurora. Those masks really 

do serve a good purpose during 

these cold weather days, don’t they?  

They are great when out shoveling 

in the cold, too!!    

--------------------------------------- 

The Hardscrabble Lions of Streator 

built a dog park as their legacy 

project.  PID Bud Wahl is shown 

changing out the mutt mitts. The 

park has provided hours of fun for 

our furry friends even with the 

winter weather. 

--------------------------------------- 

 

CSL Bering recently held a 

Glaucoma program for their 
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employees. Our Club member 

Margaret Anderson works there and 

helped to do a used eyeglasses 

drive which they have decided to 

continue with each year.  Bradley 

Lions Club President Craig Page 

and Lion Margaret Anderson   

(seated in the photo) met with 

Diane Manago (l) Occ. Health Nurse 

and Sara Regnier, Occ. Health 

Manager to pick up the glasses. 

--------------------------------------- 

 

DG Sue Wolf presented PID Curt Orr 

with his 60-year chevron and a letter 

of congratulations from 

International President Cho to 

commemorate his time as a Lion.  

Lion Curt is a member of the Bradley 

Lions Club.  Lion Curt is a Past 

International Director (1986-1988) 

and was a charter member and 

President  of the Beaverville Lions 

Club in 1960.  In attendance was his 

son, Lion Randi, who is the Secretary 

of the Watseka club.  

Congratulations and thank you for 

all your years of service PID Curt! 

--------------------------------------- 

 

 

The Frankfort Club has involved 

area schools in their sock drive.  

Pictured here are students from the 

Hickory Creek Student council who 

are helping to collect socks at their 

school and boxes of socks collected 
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from Chelsea Intermediate School.  

As of this newsletter they have 

collected 3,214 pairs of socks!!!  Also 

pictured are members of the club 

collecting socks from the 

community. 

 

--------------------------------------------- 

 

Frankfort members were recently 

made Melvin Jones Fellows.  

Congratulations Lions!! 

--------------------------------------- 

At Crete Lions Clubs dinner 

meeting on Thursday 2/4/21, we 

inducted 3 new members.  Pictured 
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left to right are Midge Koza, 

Rebecca Wolfe, Sandi Smigel 

(secretary), Mike Hakenjos 

(president) and Bob Lee.  We have 2 

more new members, Suzanne & 

John Bodnar that were not able to 

make it to the meeting, we will 

induct them at the next one 

hopefully.  Our next dinner meeting 

is scheduled for Thursday 3/4/21 - 

you are all welcome to attend. 

--------------------------------------- 

 

Lions of Illinois Foundation Full 

Board Meeting held rece ntly in 

February, 2021. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 
Lion Trish Fischer giving her report 

of Lions of Illinois Foundation as its 

Exevutive Director on February 27, 

2021 on Zoom. 

--------------------------------------- 
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Thank you to Lion Patty for all her 

help when she comes to Bandera, 

Texas during the winters. Our 

projects would be much more 

difficult without her! Y’all are 

blessed to have her in Lebanon 

Lions Club! We honored her this 

evening with an award for all the 

help.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 
District 1F Convention 

hearquarters on February 26, 27, 

2021 for Zoom operatioons.  PCC 

Mike Baumer in control of the 

operation online. 

--------------------------------------- 

And finally, IPDG Sue Hastings 

presenting PDG Barb with the Milt 

Tuttle award from last year. A few 

things got in the way. 

 
--------------------------------------- 

Congratulations to Arlington 

Heights Lion Ron Niemaszy for 50 

years as a Lion!  1F District Governor 
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Tom Lippert giving away the 

Chevrol to Lion Ron.  

---------------------------------------

 ran the auction at the District 

1F convention.  He was enthusiastic  

 

Kudos to Buffalo Grove Lion’s own 

Dennis “the peacock” Spaeth as he 

and put all, whether in person or 

virtual, into a happy state of mind. 

 

 

 


