
         

2018 Heldt Prizes 

  

Best book by a woman in Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies 

 

Edyta Materka, Dystopia's Provocateurs: Peasants, State, and Informality in the Polish-German 

Borderlands. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2017. 

 

Dystopia’s Provocateurs is a stunning achievement of interdisciplinarity and scholarly 

imagination. Set in the area known to Poles as the “Recovered Territories,” this study uses oral 

histories, archival documents, and literary sources to reconstruct the uneven, incomplete, and ad 

hoc process of transforming the countryside from German into Polish territory. Materka offers a 

compelling argument for peasants’ skillful and flexible use of strategies to navigate upheaval in 

ingenious ways that served their needs materially and psychologically. Materka offers a model of 

methodological innovation coupled with uncommon empathy. 

  

Best article in Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies 

 

Arthur Clech, “Between the Labor Camp and the Clinic: Tema or the Shared Forms of Late 

Soviet Subjectivity,” Slavic Review 77, no. 1 (Spring 2018): 6-29. 

 

Arthur Clech breaks new ground in the emerging field of Slavic, East European and Eurasian 

queer studies. Drawing on interviews with 36 men and women, a rereading of published primary 

sources, and careful engagement with the secondary literature, Clech undermines a scholarly 

consensus that, he persuasively argues, oversimplifies and overstates the gulf in experiences 

between same-sex attracted women and men. Though gay men were sentenced to prison and 

women were vulnerable to institutionalization in psychiatric facilities, Clech makes the case that 

a shared homosexual subjectivity existed that transcended the state’s divergent strategies of 

repression. With clear prose and persuasive, measured argumentation, Clech reconceptualizes 

our understanding of same-sex attraction and identity in the late Soviet period, opening new 

pathways for investigation in the process. 

  

Honorable mention: 

 

Igor Fedyukin, “Sex in the City that Peter Built: The Demimonde and Sociability in mid-

Eighteenth Century Saint Petersburg,” Slavic Review 76, no. 4 (Winter 2017): 907-930. 

 

Through a meticulous reading of an uncommonly rich cache of documents, Igor Fedyukin sheds 

light on the interlocking histories of sexuality, policing, and sociability. The paper trail of state 

efforts to curtail “indecency” yields a rich picture of for-profit, mixed sex “parties” that catered 

to elite appetites for socializing and for sex. Fedyukin sees in these social circles precursors to 

the kind of autonomous associational life that would later cause the autocracy anxiety, 

demonstrating how the history of sexuality speaks directly to the most central questions of 

political history. 
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Best book in Slavic, East European and Eurasian Women's/Gender Studies: 

 

The committee declined to make an award in this category this year. 

 

Heldt Prize Committee: 

Paula Michaels, Chair (Monash University) 

Rebecca Gould (University of Birmingham) 

Eileen Kane (Connecticut College) 

Diane Nemec Ignashev (Carleton College & Lomonosov Moscow State University) 

Jennifer Suchland (Ohio State University) 

 


