West University Elementary School
International Festival 2021

Winner of the Logo Contest: Lauren Chen, 5th Grade

Travel Guide

Introduction

Welcome to the International Festival 2021 - "Around the World in West U"! Organizing our beloved International Festival this year, during a
pandemic, was an interesting and challenging experience for us. However, we came to the conclusion that in such a unique situation, if West
U families cannot come to the International Festival, the International Festival should come to West U families, but through a drive- thru!
We want to thank all of the participating families for representing their heritage and their countries – without you, there would be no
International Festival this year! It is just wonderful that you were able to step up and volunteer, particularly in these challenging times.
Hopefully, the students from our great school will be able to experience a different kind of international travel this year!

Also, throughout the week, children shared their heritage language via the school’s morning announcements. Please see the complete
participant list attached.

We would also like to thank Principal Scott Disch, and the PTO President, Olivia Benitez, for their support and encouragement – this is what
makes our school so fabulous. We would also like to thank the PTO Communications Team, Janet Mayhle, Eileena Wee, and Stacy Stump for
helping to spread the word!

And finally, we would like to thank “Nothing Bundt Cakes” for their most generous supply of delicious treats to all of our travelers!
We wish you all a most pleasant and safe journey!

Anastasia Domakhina I Martina Luke-Dorn I Julie Gibson
Chairs International Festival 2021

Thank you!

Participating Countries*
Australia
China
Columbia
Czech Republic
France
Germany
Hong Kong
India
Mexiko
Nigeria
Peru
Russia
Scotland
Spain
Taiwan/Republic of China
Turkey
United Kingdom
Venezuela
Vietnam

 According to WUES policy names are based on UN guidelines and official use in US Diplomacy

Guidelines

WUES Families can explore “Around the World in WU”!

You will follow a map throughout West University, where the WUES International Festival Country Representatives will present their
heritage on their front lawns!

The whole event is based on the concept of a “drive-thru”. Country representatives will represent their heritage in the convenience of their
front lawn. All other participating families, the “Travelers” will receive a passport and a map to find the potential stopping points for the
countries. Each stopping point will provide a sticker for the passport.

Everybody will start from their own household. There are no specific routes or starting points. Families are simply encouraged to visit the
countries that they are interested in and to visit at least five different countries so that they are able to win a prize.

While we like to bring all of the WU families together for this great event, however we will also ask everybody to follow the CDC guidelines:
1. Everyone participating is asked to social distance at all the time and to wear their masks all the times when interacting with others.
2. Everyone is also asked to drive carefully and safely around the neighborhood!

Please have fun!

The Passport

Chelsea Liao, Kindergarten

Australia

1. Our country at a glance:

Australia is both the biggest island and the smallest, flattest and driest continent in the world.

The Australian aboriginals are the oldest continuous culture in the world and are all descendants of a single wave of migrants who left Africa
about 72,000 years ago.

There are so many interesting animals in Australia! Four out of five animals that live in Australia can only be found there. It is home to the box
jellyfish, marbled cone snail, blue-ringed octopus and stonefish which are all in the top ten most venomous animals of the world. There are 20
of the 25 most venomous snakes in the world. The world’s most venomous snake, the Inland Tapai is only found in Australia and carries
enough venom in a single bite to kill around 250,000 mice!

2. What to expect when visiting:

There are also lots of cute and cuddly animals they are only found in Australia such as the koala, kangaroo, platypus, and wombat. There are
more kangaroos than people in Australia, so come and visit us to see some of the wildlife of Australia and try some Australian lollies (candy).

Courtesy of the Welch Family

China

1. Our country at a glance:

With more than 4,000 years of recorded history, China is one of the few existing countries that also flourished economically and culturally in
the earliest stages of world civilization. Indeed, despite the political and social upheavals that frequently have ravaged the country, China is
unique among nations in its longevity and resilience as a discrete politico-cultural unit. China has 55 UNESCO World Heritage Sites , ranking top
in the world along with Italy. These sites comprise some of the most essential part of China's valuable and rich tourist resources.

China is the world's 3rd or 4th largest country by area. It stretches for about 3,250 miles (5,250 km) from east to west and 3,400 miles (5,500
km) from north to south. Its land frontier is about 12,400 miles (20,000 km) in length, and its coastline extends for some 8,700 miles (14,000
km).

China is the world's most populous country with a population ~1.4billion.

2. What to expect when visiting:

Come visit us to learn how to make dumplings in social distancing style; take home chinese sweets and delicious homemade dumplings; test
your knowledge about China and win prizes that worth to keep (hand painting rolls - limited quantity; cloisonne pencil holder - limited
quantity, and much more)

Courtesy of the Schmidt Family

Columbia I (Westchester)

1. Our country at a glance:

Colombia, named the "gateway to South America" , is located in the northwestern part of the continent where South America connects with
Central and North America, is the fourth-largest country in South America and one of the most diverse in terms of fauna, flora, weather,
culture, and traditions. This diversity is explained by the topography of the country: Colombia’s territory is divided from North to South by
three branches of the Andes and it has coastlines on both the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea. Extensive plains can be found towards the
East of the country, a semi- desertic area in the North and the Amazon rainforest in the south.

Colombia is a land of extremes. Through its center run the towering, snow-covered volcanoes and mountains of the Andes. Tropical beaches
line the north and west. And there are deserts in the north and vast grasslands, called Los Llanos, in the east.

Dense forests fill Colombia's Amazon Basin, which takes up nearly the country's entire southern half. In northwest Colombia, a warm, wet,
jungle-filled area called the Chocó reaches across the Panama border.

2. What to expect when visiting:

… visiting our Country you will find the colors diversity and happiness of Colombia as well as the wonderful coffee aroma, beautiful flowers and
a small sample of our sweets ...

Courtesy of the Calderon/Loebe Family

Columbia II (Lake)

1. Did you know?…

•The name "Colombia" is derived from the last name of the explorer Christopher Columbus. Its “Colombia, not Columbia”.
•Colombia is the only country in South America that has a coastline on both the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea.
•Bogotá is the capital of Colombia. It is the second largest capital city in South America and at 2640 m (8661 ft) it is one of the highest capital
cities in the world.
•Colombia is classed as a "megadiverse" country, ranking as the 2nd most biodiverse country in the world. It has the highest amount of species
by area in the world, including the most endemic species of butterflies, the most orchid species, the most amphibian species and more species
of bird than all of Europe and North America combined. Colombia is home to about 10% of the world’s species.
• “Land of a Thousand Rhythms” refers to the passion for music and dance in Colombia and reflects the great cultural, regional and ancestral
diversity of its people and geography.
•Colombia is the world's leading source of emeralds, fruits and flowers and its coffee is world-renown. Colombia is renowned for its rose
exports and is responsible for the production of most of the roses that are given as Valentine's Day gifts in the United States.
•Colombia is known for producing a wealth of literary talent over the years. Gabriel Garcia Marquez, father of the Magical Realism. He wrote
about yellow butterflies in his novel “One hundred Years of Solitude” and yellow butterflies have since become a modern symbol of Colombia;
they carry meaning of infinite love and hope.
•“Chiva” is an artisan rustic bus, colorfully painted. The chiva is a cultural trademark of rural Colombia.

2. What to expect when visiting:

Get ready to see a representation of a Chiva, yellow butterfly watching and try some Colombian treats!

Courtesy of the Tovar Family

Aaron Lee, 4th Grade

Czech Republic
1. Our country at a glance:

The Czech Republic is a country located in Central Europe. It comprises the historical provinces of Bohemia and Moravia along with the
southern tip of Silesia, collectively often called the Czech Lands. It borders the countries of Poland, Germany, Austria, and Slovakia. The
geography of the Czech Republic consists of beautiful rolling hills, mountains and plains. Prague, the historic center of the Czech Republic, is
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Prague’s astronomical clock, located on the historic Old Town Square, was installed in 1410 making it the oldest
clock in the world. There are several hundreds of castles, chateaus, and mansions in the Czech Republic. In fact, the Czech Republic has over
2000 castles and chateaus, more than any other country in Europe. The largest ancient castle in the world is the Prague Castle. Beer, the
original Budweiser, is made in the Czech Republic by the Budweiser Budvar Brewery. The Czech city of Pilsen (Plzeň) is home of Pilsner beer.

Charles University in Prague, founded in 1348, is the oldest university in Central Europe. The country is also renowned for its numerous spa
towns, especially along the border with Saxony (Germany). The most famous spa towns are Karlovy Vary (Karlsbad), Františkovy Lázně
(Franzensbad) and Teplice (Teplitz). Famous Czech people include the religious reformer, Jan Hus (1370-1415), the early proponent of
universal education, John Amos Comenius (1592-1670), the classical music composers, Bedrich Smetana (1824-1884) and Antonín Dvorák
(1841-1904), the German-language author, Franz Kafka (1883-1924), and the chemist, Otto Wichterle, who invented soft contact lenses in
1959.

2. What to expect when visiting:

See our beautiful Moravian costumes (the woman’s costume is a family heirloom that is over 100 years old) and sample a delicious Czech
dessert!

Courtesy of the Gibson Family

France
1. Our country at a glance:

France is primarily located in Western Europe with Paris as the capital. France extends from the Rhine to the Atlantic Ocean and from
the Mediterranean Sea to the English Channel and the North Sea. France borders Belgium, Luxembourg and Germany to the
northeast, Switzerland, Monaco and Italy to the east, Andorra and Spain to the south, France retains its centuries-long status as a global centre
of art, science, and philosophy.

Some fun facts: It’s illegal to name a pig Napoleon in France. France produces over 400 types of cheese. The word “salut” means both “hello”
and “goodbye” and French was the official language of England for over 300 years. It’s the mother tongue of 75 million people worldwide.
Mont-Blanc is the highest peak in Europe. It’s illegal to kiss on railways in France. Coco Chanel’s real name was Gabrielle Bonheur. France has
the highest number of ski resorts. France has won the most Nobel Prizes for Literature than any other country in the world. Famous French
inventions include: the hot air balloon, the submarine, and the parachute. The storming of the Bastille was more of a symbolic act. During that
day, there were only 7 prisoners and 4 of them were there because of check forging. “Let them eat cake” was a statement falsely associated
with Marie Antoinette as it was created ten years before she was born. The guillotine was last used in 1977. 20% of the French live in the
Parisian region. The Eiffel Tower is painted every 7 years and was originally intended to be dismantled and sold as scrap after its construction.
The oldest bridge in Paris is called Pont Neuf (new bridge). France is about the same size as Texas, with twice the population of California.
France is home to 28 UNESCO World Heritage sites.

2. What to expect when visiting:

Visitez la belle France! Please stop by for a photo option at the Eiffel Tower, see the tri-board with country facts, and take French Patisserie
and a souvenir!

Courtesy of the Dorn Family

Germany I (Tangley St)
1. Our country at a glance:

The Federal Republic of Germany lies in the heart of Europe (is has the most borders from all European states) and is a cosmopolitan,
democratic country with a great tradition and a lively present. It is famous as country of “thinkers and poets” and many famous inventions and
traditions are from Germany, e.g. Kindergarten, X-rays, the car, the motorcycle, Diesel engine, coffee filter, Koch’s postulate, mp3, the printing
press, the Christmas tree, the Advent calendar & the Easter Bunny, Petri dish & Bunsen burner, adhesive tape, the Accordion, Gaussian
elimination, Kepler conjecture, Diphteria antitoxin, Aspirin, first Covid-19 vaccine (EUA & regular use).

Some fun facts here: Germany is one of the most densely populated countries in the world. 65% of the highways in Germany (Autobahn) have
no speed limit. Except for an enrollment fee, the University is free for everyone (even non-Germans). There are over 2100 castles in Germany.
There are over 1,500 different beers in Germany and beer is considered a food in Bavaria officially. There are over 300 different kinds of bread
in Germany and over 1,000 kinds of sausage. Germany is the EU’s largest economy and the 4th largest in the world. Germany is one of the
world’s largest car producers (Volkswagen, Mercedes. Audi, Porsche, and BMW) and most Taxis in Germany are a Mercedes. The first
magazine ever seen was launched in 1663 in Germany. German is the most widely taught third language across the world and remains the
language with the most native speakers in Europe. In Germany there’s no punishment for a prisoner who tries to escape from jail, because it is
a basic human instinct to be free. There are more soccer fan clubs in Germany than anywhere else in the world.

2. What to expect when visiting:

Willkommen! Feel free to take pictures with authentic cut-out Bavarians, see the tri-board with country facts, take some wrapped
Gummibärchen, and a souvenir.

Courtesy of the Luke-Dorn Family

Germany

1. Our country at a glance:

Germany is a central European country with geography ranging from coastal areas in the north to alpine areas in the south. Around eighty
million people live in Germany. Germany produces many products that are common in the U.S. such as cars, appliances, and industrial
equipment. The most popular sport is soccer. Famous Germans in history include the Brothers Grimm, Beethoven, Bach, Schiller, Goethe,
Gutenberg, and Martin Luther. Germany's current chancellor is Angela Merkel.

2. What to expect when visiting:

Please come visit us in Germany to see some Tracht (traditional dress), hear some Bavarian music, and try some Pretzel (until we run out!)! Auf
Wiedersehen in Deutschland!

Courtesy of the Straub Family

CoCo Rahbar-Daniels, 4th Grade

Hong Kong I (Case)

1. Our country at a glance:

Hong Kong is not actually a country but a Special Administrative Region (SAR) of China but has its own currency, economic and government
system. Though Hong Kong island is the most known with all the tall skyscrapers, it is actually has over 250 islands some of them uninhabited.
Hong Kong has the world’s largest amount of skyscrapers with 317 towers taller than 490 ft!

Hong Kongers love their food. They have five meals a day - breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea, dinner and siu ye or late night snack.

2. What to expect when visiting:

Please visit our Hong Kong showcase and sample some Hong Kong snacks at Theo and Max’s cha chaan teng (HK cafe).

Courtesy of the Fong/Spoehr Family

Hong Kong II (Drake)

1. Our country at a glance:

- Hong Kong's name is translated from the Cantonese, which means "Fragrant Harbor."
--Located geographically in southern China, it is a port city which was ceded to the British in 1842 and thrived as a British Colony until its return
to China as a Special Administrative Region in 1997.
--Hong Kong has the most skyscrapers in the world; double that of its nearest rival: New York City.

2. What to expect when visiting:

Travelers can expect to find a doorway decorated for the Lunar New Year with red lanterns and intricate paper cutouts of traditional Chinese
characters. Peruse our table covered in folk art items including lanterns, dragon dance heads, and more. Visitors can view photo and book
displays of traditional dress, Dim Sum food, scenes of modern day Hong Kong, and even enjoy a "gallery" of Hollywood stars who hail from
Hong Kong. Kids who visit will also receive a Year of the Ox lucky "red envelope" (while supplies last). Typically these would have money inside,
but ours will come with a delicious Chocolate Gold Coin treat instead. However, a few extra lucky recipients will find a real dollar bill in theirs!

Courtesy of the Yip Family

Pippa Beasley, 1st Grade

India

1. Our country at a glance:

India is home to 1.3 billion people.

One of the most popular sports in India is cricket, which is similar to baseball.

India has the world's largest movie industry, called Bollywood Booms. It makes more than 800 movies a year, which is 300 more movies than
Hollywood!

2. What to expect when visiting:

We will have a table set up with some Indian decorations. I'll have a tray out with Indian spices to see. I'm also planning to serve an Indian
sweet if people want to try it

Courtesy of the the Raghavan Family

Mexiko

1. Our country at a glance:

México (officially, Estados Unidos Mexicanos) is home to approximately 130 million people, making it the country with the most Spanishspeakers in the world. It is a fascinating place: the birthplace of chocolate and color tv, and home to the world's smallest
volcano (Cuexcomate), the world's largest pyramid (Pirámide de Cholula), and one of the 7 wonders of the world (the Mayan ruins of Chichen
Itza)!

2. What to expect when visiting:

Come visit beautiful México, where you will learn about its unique cuisine and traditional dances, admire authentic hand crafts (artesanía)
from all over the country, sample delicious sweet bread (pan dulce), and receive a fun and colorful activity packet.

Courtesy of the Grahmann Family

Ravi Dave, 1st Grade

Nigeria

1. Our country at a glance:

Nigeria is the most populous country in Africa with over 206 million people
There are over 250 different languages spoken in Nigeria.
Nigeria is a former British colony so English is official language the country uses to communicate.

2. What to expect when visiting:

Nigerian artifacts on display
Nigerian music
Nigerian snacks

Courtesy of the Ndefo Family

Peru

1. Our country at a glance:
The Peru is a country in South America that's home to a section of Amazon rainforest and Machu Picchu, the ancient Incan city high in the
Andes mountains. The region around Machu Picchu, including the Sacred Valley, Inca Trail and colonial city of Cusco, is rich in archaeological
sites. On Peru’s arid Pacific coast is Lima where our grandparents were born and raised and attended medical school.

2. What to expect when visiting:
Alfajores - the Carmel Cookie treat (individually wrapped from a local restaurant), video of the traditional dance- the Marinera, Poster of the
colorful sites!

Courtesy by the Chumpitazi Family

Arya Franklin, 2nd

Russia

1. Our country at a glance:

Privet (means “Hello” in Russian)! Welcome to Russia! Russia is the biggest country in the world, 11 time zones, the deepest lake in the world
Baikal and the Trans-Siberian Railroad is the longest in the world; its length is 5,772 miles

Russians are good at sports like Synchronized swimming, Figure skating, Wrestling.

The bear, one of the most popular Russian fairy-tale characters. In fact, the very word "bear" in Russian, (medved), literally means "honeyeater." Russians love honey!

2. What to expect when visiting:

Travelers who visit Russia in West U will see Tri-Board with essential information about Russia and country representatives in beautiful folk
handmade costumes. Also, travelers have a chance to get a bag with Russian treats (baranki, pryaniki, marmalade, and some candies)! And
learn some Russian words:) From Russia with Love!

Courtesy of the Domakhina Family

Scotland

1. Our country at a glance:

With rolling mountains, legendary lochs, beautiful forests and historically rich cities, Scotland is a country with a vivacious history that has aged
well into modern times. From world famous writers and musicians to notable inventors and leaders, and everything in between, Scots are
fiercely proud of their unique country and culture. And even though most people think of bagpipes, kilts and highland dancing when they think
of Scotland, cities like Glasgow, the little sister to the historic capital city, have embraced modernity and creativity every step of the way,
making it a beacon of what’s to come for this little country of 5.4 million for generations to come.

2. What to expect when visiting:

When visiting our front yard representation of Scotland, travelers can enjoy authentic highland dancing by nationally recognized dancers, a
concert by a few members of the St. Thomas’ Episcopal bagpipe band and drum corps as well as a few sweet treats from the country formally
known in latin as Caledonia. And to make the trip a little more palatable for the kiddos, we WON’T be serving haggis—the national dish of
Scotland that requires a little bit of “brave heart” to try. So, come one, come all as we put our dancing shoes on and let our tartans fly in our
rendition of Scotland on University Blvd

Courtesy of the Watts Family

Spain

Courtesy of the Rodriguez Family

Taiwan/Republic of China

1. Our country at a glance:

Taiwan is an island country in East Asia. It is 1/20 the size of Texas with a population of almost 24 million (84% the population of Texas!) It's a
democratic country with free national health care and has had only 850 cases of COVID since the beginning of the pandemic. Baseball is a
popular sport in Taiwan. Taiwan has won 17 Little League World Series Championships! Taiwan is also the world's leading chip maker
including the new Apple M1 chip.

2. What to expect when visiting:

Come enjoy bubble tea, Taiwanese snacks, a night market carnival game with prizes, and an adorable Formosan bear balloon!!!

Courtesy of the Tseng Family

Turkey

1. Our country at a glance:

One of only three countries to occupy two continents, Turkey's largest city is Istanbul but its capital is Ankara. Over 81 million people live in
Turkey, which is about 13% larger than Texas in area. In Istanbul, you can travel between Asia and Europe on, under and over water through a
ship, a tunnel and a bridge, respectively.

2. What to expect when visiting:
Please come and visit us to listen to authentic Turkish music, to sample delicious Turkish delights, and to get some souvenirs.

Courtesy of the Ceyhan Family

United Kingdom

1. Our country at a glance:

The United Kingdom is a set of islands in the Atlantic Ocean, off the coast of Europe. It is actually made up of four different countries: England,
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.

Queen Elizabeth II is our head of state - she has been the Queen for nearly 69 years and is the longest reigning Queen ever! She must be very
tired...

British people love to drink tea - we drink 165 million cups of tea every day!

The most famous British dishes include fish and chips, roast dinners, shepherd’s pie, bangers and mash and a classic full English breakfast.
However, when polled on our favourite dish, we voted chicken tikka masala as our favourite!

British people have been responsible for many inventions, including the tin can, the chocolate bar, the ATM, the world wide web, the
telephone, tanks, cloning, matches and most importantly, vaccines!

2. What to expect when visiting:

Please visit us in order to meet some Royalty!

Courtesy of the Hickey Family

Venezuela

1. Our country at a glance:

Venezuela is a beautiful country with many natural resources. There are gorgeous beaches, mountains filled with snow, the dessert, and the
world's biggest waterfall.

2. What to expect when visiting:

Please visit us to see pictures of our country, listen to some local music, and take home delicious (individually wrapped!) treats.

Courtesy of the Martinez Family

Zara Rahman, 2nd Grade

Vietnam

1. Our country at a glance:

Vietnam is a Southeast Asian country known for its beaches, rivers, Buddhist pagodas and bustling cities. Vietnam is a long, narrow country
shaped like an S with Hanoi, the capitol, in the north and Ho Chi Minh City (formerly Saigon) in the south. Motorbikes are everywhere and
much more used in Vietnam than cars. Two of Vietnam's largest rivers, the Mekong in the south and the Red in the north, end at the South
China Sea in huge swampy plains called deltas.

These regions are home to most of the country's people and provide fertile ground to grow rice and many other crops. Vietnam is the world's
leading exporter of cashews and black pepper and is known for its healthy cuisine.

2. What to expect when visiting:

When you visit Vietnam for the WUES International Fair you will see some of the traditional dress, called Ao Dai, and hear the traditional music
of the country. We will have some fun souvenirs for you to drive away with including a sugar cane drink and candy from Vietnam. We will be
handing out red envelopes for good luck as Tet, the Vietnamese New Year, is coming up on February 12!

Courtesy of the Sander/Watson Family

Countries Representing Morning Greetings

Audra Jackson, Italian, Italy
Julie Kang, Korean, South Korea

Amaia Calvo-Alegria, Spanish, Spain

Shawn Kang, Korean, South Korea

Leyre Calvo-Alegria, Spanish, Spain

Adela Kusinski, Polish, Poland

Murat Ceyhan, Turkish, Turkey

Clodagh McCarthy, Irish, Ireland

Lauren Chen, Mandarin, China

Yulia Olshanskaya, Russian, Lithuania

Maggie Chen, Mandarin, China

Aavin Pandita, Hindi, India

Gabriella Chumpitazi, Spanish, Peru

Misha RayChakravorty, Bengali, India

Luke Chumpitazi, Spanish, Peru

Tomas Rowsey, Spanish, Argentina

Darya Domakhina, Russian, Russia

Everette Schmidt, Mandarin, China,

Johanna Dorn, French, France

Felix Straub, German, Germany

Max Dorn, German, Germany

Matias Uribe, Spanish, Columbia

Isabel Flores, Spanish, Mexico

Tomas Uribe, Spanish, Columbia

Rebecca Flores, Spanish, Mexico

Mira Su Whaley, Turkish, Turkey

Henry Gibson, Czech, Czech Republic

Jesse Yip, Cantonese, Hong Kong

Sebastian Gopu-Pardo, Spanish, Columbia

Kelsey Yip. Mandarin, Taiwan

Maryann Grahmann, Spanish, Mexico

Toby Yip, Cantonese, Hong Kong

Luke Hubbard, Swedish, Sweden

Isabel-Sofia Loebe, 2nd Grade

