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Dental Assistant Training in American Samoa – A Model 
for the Region
http://courses.polhncourses.org/course/category.php?id=39
Through this pilot program, POLHN is sponsoring 13 dental assistants 
in American Samoa to take Penn Foster Career School's Dental 
Assistant Diploma. While the Diploma can be delivered entirely 
online, through POLHN the dental assistants will also undergo in-
country, face-to-face skills validation. The dental assistants will be 
actively supported through their studies by their supervisors and the 
POLHN Secretariat. The aim of the pilot is to assess the curriculum's 
appropriateness and relevance to Pacific contexts. The pilot is also 
part of POLHN's transition from focusing on online learning to a 
blended learning approach.

This is an online 1 year program – paid for by WHO



PBDA PRIORITIES

• Hire more Dental Assistant Trainees.

• Funding

• Conduct trainings 

➢Fissure Sealants, Fluoride applications, Dental Materials on Oral 
Health Education.

➢Collaboration with NCD Programs, Cancer Programs, etc

➢Improve Salaries for all Oral Health Staff



PBDA SUCCESS STORY

➢Collaboration with Pacific Basin Medical Association

➢PBDA – member of the Medical Society

➢Penn Foster training Program (American Samoa)

➢Oral Health continuing Education on Dentalcare.com

➢Dental Hygienist Training Program (Palau)



THANK YOU VERY MUCH! 
KOM KMAL MESULANG!


