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STEADFAST! The 2021 
Pledge Drive 
FR. DAVID COX 

But this I call to mind, 

    and therefore I have hope: 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 

    his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness. 

~Lamentations 3:21-23 

I return to the theme I stressed last month and 

that we have affirmed every Sunday in prayer 

during this time of pandemic. God’s steadfast 

love endures forever. That steadfast love that 

God has for us is also implanted in us. Because 

God’s love is steadfast, our love is also steadfast. 

This is what the apostle Paul meant when he said 

that love “bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things. Love never 

ends.” (I Cor. 13:7-8a). 

Indeed, you all continue to show 

remarkable endurance, patience, 

grace, and love in your individual 

and collective responses to this 

pandemic and the myriad 

challenges it has presented to us. 

From the staff, to lay leaders, to 

ministry heads, to the youth, to 

the worship leaders, to the 

carpenter ants, to parents at 

home and at work, to kids trying 

their darndest to learn online, and 

others I am failing to mention—

you are all living proof that God’s 

love is steadfast as you support 

(“Steadfast” continued on page 4) 

WELCOME! to our New 
Director of Youth 
and Family Ministry! 
FR. DAVID COX 

We welcome our new Director of Youth and 

Family Ministry, Ryan Bloyd-Wiseman.  After 

seeking and receiving applications from around 

the country, the Spirit led us back home.  Please 

be sure to check out Cyd Alloway’s brief inter-

view with Ryan on page  3 of this newsletter. A 

few of you already know or have met Ryan, but I 

look forward to a personal introduction for eve-

ryone in the next couple of weeks. 

Ryan will be a wonderful, full-time addition to 

the staff. In collaboration with the clergy, staff, 

and lay leaders (especially the Family Ministry 

Team and current Youth Leaders), Ryan will 

oversee our ministries to children, youth, and 

their families. Her training and her 

ministry perspective are focused on 

“family ministry” to which she brings 

her own spiritual gifts. 

Ryan will officially start next week, 

trying to get acclimated to her new 

calling in the midst of a pandemic in 

which nothing is normal—nothing at 

all. I am excited for Ryan to join us 

and look forward to her ministry 

with us. Welcome, Ryan! 
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Continued on page 6 

The novel Corona virus has wreaked havoc with our 

everyday lives and forced us all to adjust to “a new normal” – 

whatever that is.  The most obvious of our “new normal” at St. 

Michaels is our inability to physically worship  together, forcing 

us to become creative in new ways to not only worship but also 

to stay connected and to do the work God has given us to do.  

While our physical building is not bustling as per usual, the work 

of the lay staff has continued, impacting each of their 

responsibilities differently. We are grateful for their dedication, 

flexibility and faithfulness.  

During the first few months of the pandemic, most of 

their work was accomplished remotely and on-line.  However, 

by mid-summer the office staff was able to return to the church 

building to work under the protective protocols to which we all 

as a society have now become accustomed. 

 

Chief Building Engineer Jerry Kirkwood: 

As Chief Building Engineer, Jerry Kirkwood’s day to day duties 

have been substantially impacted by the pandemic.  Cleaning 

and properly sanitizing the building to new safety standards 

continually requires considerable research on his part as well as 

amending how he and his staff accomplish that work now and 

going forward.  This has been especially critical as the Day 

School resumed operations downstairs, bringing the daily influx 

of young children, teachers and families onto our premises.  

There has been one benefit to having the building with 

limited access however.   Considerable maintenance and 

remodeling work has been completed over the summer, 

including the installation of a new hearing loop system, 

construction of a video control booth for producing and 

broadcasting worship services and the remodeling of the Day 

School restrooms.  The Building and Grounds committee, Junior 

Warden Dick LeClaire and the Carpenter Ants have assisted 

Jerry in completing these projects.  As the parish works toward 

limited in-person worship, Jerry’s responsibilities will change 

even further as he prepares space for parishioners to safely 

gather in appropriate socially distanced space, sets up for 

outdoor worship, develops entrance and exit building routes 

and establishes updated restroom protocols.   

 

Administrative Assistant Kate Capps: 

While a member of St. Michael’s since 2000, Kate had just 

joined the office staff in February 2020 when Covid struck.  She 

describes her role as to serve the staff and clergy in any way she 

can, adding “I like to help others.”  When asked what challenges 

she has faced since returning to working in the building she 

replied, “I do have the benefit of seeing a trickle of people as 

well as talking with parishioners and others on the telephone. 

There have been more great joys than challenges.  However, 

I’ve been challenged by how to deal with my feelings during this 

time.  There are so many more that are shut-in and more people 

needing assistance than ever before, requiring more 

compassion.”  

In her personal life, having limited access to her father, 

Jack Capps, who lives in Lakeview Village has been difficult as 

well as not being able to gather around a table with a group of 

friends.  “I will occasionally meet friends in a park to socially 

distance and drink coffee.  I just try to focus on gratitude for 

what I have each day.” 



 

 

Connecting With…  Welcome to Our New Director of  Youth 
and Family Ministry, Ryan Bloyd-Wiseman 
Cyd Alloway 

Welcome to our latest addition to the staff at 
St. Michael and All Angels, Ryan Bloyd-Wiseman, 
Director of Youth and Family Ministry.  A native of 
Columbia, KY, Ryan earned her Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Religion with a minor in Pastoral Ministry 
and Theology in 2014.  She came to the Kansas City 
area to attend Nazarene Theological Seminary, 
(where she met her husband Matt, a fellow seminary 
student) from which she graduated in 2018 with a 
Master of Arts in Christian Formation and 
Discipleship. 

   

Ryan has been attending STMAA for about a year 
and was confirmed in the Episcopal Church earlier 
this year.  “I started out wanting to be a Nazarene 
pastor.  While in seminary I found the Nazarene 
theology was becoming more fundamentalist,” she 
said.  While in seminary she went through a long 
discernment process during which “I became 
acquainted with the Episcopal tradition, which I 
found I loved.  I discovered a sense of being at home 
and a sacredness,” she explained. 

 

Ryan has had a broad range of professional church 
experience including serving as a youth pastor for 
two years at a church in Kansas City, as a chaplain in 
a senior living facility and as a pre-school teacher. “I 
have found my experiences with teenagers and 
children and their families to be a good fit for me, 
especially in family formation,” she explains, adding 
“I want to help equip people with their own gifts for 
discipleship.”  When asked what she is hoping to 
accomplish in her new role she answered, “Oh!  I 
have a lot to learn!  I’m hoping to provide a sense of 
safety and connectiveness with youth and families to 
develop a deep faithfulness.  Being able to join the 
staff here is so much more than I could have ever 
imagined when I first joined St. Michael’s.”  

 

As we discussed some of the differences between 
Kentucky and Kansas, Ryan laughed and exclaimed, 
“When I first came here I wondered WHY is the sky 
so big?  And why are the storms so loud?  I was 
accustomed to the mountains surrounding me, not 
all of this wide open space!”   

 

In her spare time, Ryan enjoys writing, baking, 
watching movies and playing with their “fur baby”, a 
Yorkie-Dachshund mix dog.  Husband Matt is 
currently in his own ordination discernment process 
as to whether he chooses the diaconate path or the 
priesthood.   

 

And her favorite liturgical season?  Lent.  “It’s a time 
where we have permission to be brutally honest with 
God and ourselves.  It’s a season of introspection, 
repentance, of waiting and a time to strip away the 
numbing things of everyday life.  It’s a time of 
learning to walk in the dark and knowing God is with 
us and resurrection is on its way.”   
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one another, care for one another, and encourage 

one another. The numerous challenges presented to 

us by this virus have been met by the numerous 

ways in which you allow God’s steadfast love to live 

in you. 

This faithfulness has also been manifested in your 

financial support of St. Michael’s. Not only has 

pledged giving remained steady and true through 

the course of the year, but your generosity to the 

Rector’s discretionary fund has allowed me to offer 

help to many people within and outside of the parish 

during these challenging times. 

It is only appropriate, then, that the theme for the 

2021 annual pledge drive be: Steadfast! Because 

God is steadfast and you have been steadfast. 

Our annual pledge drive will kick off this week with 

our celebration of the Feast of St. Michael, our 

patron saint. This Sunday we will reflect on who we 

are and where we are going in defiance of this 

pandemic. And I know that your steadfast 

generosity will continue. I cannot thank you enough 

for your commitment to your community of faith. 

God’s peace be with you! 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 

for his steadfast love endures forever. 

Psalm 136:1 

(“Steadfast” Continued from page 1) 
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A Prayer for All People during this Global Pandemic 
 

Gracious and merciful God, your steadfast love endures for ever: Through that love, keep our hearts 
and minds ever mindful of your enduring presence with us as we endure the difficult realities of a 
global pandemic. In our worry, give us the peace that only you can give; in our isolation, bind us 

together through the Holy Spirit and remind us of the creative ways we can remain present to one 
another; in our sickness, Lord, comfort us; in our caregiving, strengthen us; in our loneliness, help us 
to reach out to those whose presence nourishes us. Through every day of this tribulation, give us a 

spirit of faithful defiance that says, “We are followers of the Lord and we will never be forsaken!” With 
that same defiant spirit, empower us to embrace one another in every way possible. In the name of 

Jesus Christ, your Son, we pray; who with you and the Holy Spirit forever reigns over all things in 
heaven and on earth. Amen. 

FAMILY EVENT! 

ALL FUR BABIES WELCOME. 
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Parish Administrator Liz Beedle: 

A member of the staff since October 2015, Liz 

reports she has been able to come into the church office to 

do much of her work throughout the pandemic, especially 

to ensure bills were paid and payroll met.  However, she 

adds, “It’s been strange when there’s no one else in the 

building with you.”  

Liz says her biggest COVID challenges have been 

more in her personal life, trying to balance the social needs 

of their three daughters, ages 13, 12 and 9, and resuming 

school, currently held on-line.   While they have family 

within a couple of blocks of their home, they have had 

limitations on visiting them due to the birth of a new baby 

in that household.   While she and her family were able to 

spend a few days this summer in Colorado, she has missed 

being able to see her parents in Texas, whom she hasn’t 

seen since December (although they do FaceTime.)  Like 

most people she feels “Being in transition is difficult.  I miss 

“normal.”  

 

Director of Music and Arts Ken Walker: 

The Covid pandemic has brought significant 

changes to Ken’s world.  With the services primarily 

prerecorded, he is no longer playing music live nor 

directing evening choir rehearsals. “Most singers do not 

feel safe singing together, which creates challenges,” he 

says.   In addition, many singers are not comfortable 

prerecording only themselves singing their part to be 

edited together with others.   Another challenge is music 

played and sung during broadcast services fall under 

different copyright laws – even the hymns – requiring 

considerable time by him to research and comply.  “People 

in stress want to hear familiar things, so I try to play well-

known and beloved music.”   

Ken has been actively involved in the transition to 

recording and broadcast of the services and says having 

the church building closed during the pandemic has more 

easily facilitated the installation of the recently acquired 

technology and equipment.  Repeating the underlying 

theme of all of the staff, “It’s really not fun not being able 

to socialize,” he added. 

 

Nursery Coordinator Penny Hoober: 

Covid has cut Penny Hoober off from what she 

loves best:  the families, children and staff in the nursery.  

There has been no need for a church nursery since March 

2020 and a time when nursery services will be available 

again is uncertain at this time.  Penny has coordinated the 

nursery for 33 years (and is the namesake of that nursery, 

“Penny’s Place.”) and loves seeing each generation come 

of age, then bring their own children into the nursery. 

“Being in isolation is hard,” she lamented.  She has a small 

pod of family locally that she sees under strict distancing, 

but misses the rest of her family.  She tries to stay 

connected with her church families by delivering Glory 

Bags to the porches of the church families in her area.   
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Thank you to all attended last month’s 

Rally Day and Ice Cream Social.  We had a 

great turn out and lots of fun!  We 

appreciate all of the volunteers that made 

this event a success.  We couldn’t have 

done it without you! Many thanks to Jane 

Wilson for creating Sunday School bags to 

be passed out to the children and Kitchen 

Angels for passing out Glory Bags and the 

delicious watermelon.   
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Ce l ebra t ing  S t .  M i cha e l ’ s  

September 2020 

Safety first!  Pictured is our masked clergy 

preparing to record our Sunday, September 20 

Morning Prayer Service.   

Left to right: Deacon Suzi Drury, Father Don 

Compier, and Archdeacon Monte Giddings  

Youth Group is back!  Pictured is the first 

meeting of the school year on Sunday, 

September 20.  Youth Group is now 

meeting every Sunday from 6:30-8 PM.  

All 7th– 12th graders are welcome to 

join the fun! 

 
Thank you to all who 

attended the  Flower 

Workshop led by Blair Hyde 

and Ann Hogueland-

Stephens on September 30.  

Attendees enjoyed the 

gorgeous fall day and 

created beautiful floral 

arrangements. 
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Upcoming Events 

The Feast of St. Michael 
Sunday, October 4 at 10:00 a.m. on the STMAA You Tube Channel 

 

Choral Evensong Service 

Sunday, October 4 at 5:00 p.m. on the STMAA You Tube Channel 

 

Drive Thru Blessing of the Animals 

Saturday, October 10 from 10-10:30 a.m. 

All creatures welcome!  Join us in the circle drive off Nall Ave for a drive-thru Blessing of the Animals. 

 

Outdoor Worship Service 
Sunday, October 11 

Please join us!  We ask that all attendees wear a mask, bring your own chair, and abide by social distancing 
guidelines.  Registration link is in the Week By Week. 

 

Oktoberfest 
Sunday, October 18 from 4-6 p.m. 

Live music, food and more!  Join us in the circle drive off Nall Ave for fun and fellowship!  All attendees are 

asked to wear a mask and bring your own chair. 

 

Save the Date 
Thanksgiving Day Worship Service 

Thursday, November 26 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Drive Thru Advent Festival 

Sunday, December 8 from noon to 2:00 p.m. 

 

St. Nicholas Service 

Sunday, December 15 


