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Remaining Steadfast in our Faith and Discipleship  
FR. DAVID COX 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures forever. 

It is he who remembered us in our low estate, 
for his steadfast love endures forever. 

O give thanks to the God of heaven, 
for his steadfast love endures forever. 

Psalm 136:1, 23, 26 
 

Things are definitely not normal. Despite that fact, we continue to do our best to weather this pandemic without 

losing touch with who we are and without losing sight of the future that God wants for us. We remember who we 

are and we continue to seek God’s will. Since the beginning of the pandemic, we have baptized two children (whose 

families look forward to celebrating with you), officiated one marriage (off site), and experienced a half dozen burial 

services (small services in the Memorial Garden). We are continuing to 

practice our faith in every facet of our lives, even without the Eucharist; 

even without being able to gather together for worship. 

One of the ways that we strive to be faithful during this time is in taking 

care of each other. We have had to learn how to use technology to 

practice our love for one another, moving beyond merely “staying 

connected.” We are having to learn how to love and support one another 

in entirely new ways. Sometimes it is fun. My family has enjoyed several 

Trivial Pursuit games with family in Tennessee, North Carolina, 

California, and South Korea. Sometimes it is tragic, as when people have 

had to speak to ill loved ones over the phone (or through a window) 

because they could not be physically with them. We have enjoyed the 

miracle of internet technology and endured its challenges. I, for instance, 

have never yelled at YouTube or called it names. Never. 

But there is another facet of our discipleship that we cannot lose sight of. 

We are called to advocate for truth and justice, even in a time like this. 

Don’t get me wrong. I get it; I am tired, too. I am tired of social unrest; I 

am tired of political dishonesty and malfeasance; I am tired of injustices 

so numerous that they seem overwhelming; I am tired of the slowness 

(“Remaining Steadfast” continued on page 4) 
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Focus on Ministry:  
EXPERIENCING GOD THROUGH THE POWER OF TECHNOLOGY 
CYD ALLOWAY 

  One of the longest running ministries at  

St. Michael’s is a weekly bible study, Experiencing 

God.  Started over 20 years ago, this group meets 

Thursdays at 9:30 AM and is lay-led by various 

members of the parish.  When COVID-19 

restrictions cancelled the ability to meet in person, 

Experiencing God (often referred to as EG for short) 

quickly discovered moving to an on-line weekly 

Zoom call was an easy and successful transition, 

with on-line attendance of generally 20-25 people. 

The Bible study each week is focused on the 

readings for the upcoming Sunday.  Participants 

bring their own Bibles and there is no prescribed or 

required edition or translation. “We see everything 

from The Message to the King James translations, 

which encompasses a wide perspective,” offered 

Kate Capps.  “The different translations often give 

me something new to apply in how I perceive the 

readings,” she added. 

Participants come from a wide range within the 

parish and the group is always open to anyone, 

regardless of gender or age, including those from 

outside the parish. “Hearing the perspectives of 

other denominations is always interesting,” said 

Diana Patterson 

Mary Ann White, who has been participating since 

2005 said, “People can be themselves and not feel 

out of place.  This is an experience of exploring 

scripture, which is important to keeping  our faith 

strong.”   

Group members take turns leading the weekly 

readings but if a member is not comfortable 

leading, that is fine also.  Participants do not 

necessarily have to make a long-term commitment 

to the study and can attend only a few times if that 

is what works best for them.  Members represent a 

broad diversity in their perspectives and 

personalities, yet there is a strong sense of a 

respectful community within the group.   Diana 

adds, “Listening to one another is important.  There 

are no wrong questions and there are no dumb 

answers.”  

If interested in participating in this ministry, please 

contact Kate Capps in the church office 

(kate@stmaa.com).  She will provide a link to the 

weekly Zoom call and will contact Mary 

Gitzendanner, who will forward the readings for the 

week.  
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Connecting With…  Derek Dobbles 
Cyd Alloway 

The 2020 Covid-19 pandemic has certainly curtailed 
our ability to physically gather as a parish; at least we 
have our on-line services to help us stay connected.  
A large part of making those services happen is due 
to the talents of parishioner Derek Dobbles, our 
“technology wizard extraordinaire.”   

Derek records all of the various components of our 
Sunday service, a process that currently takes 
approximately 18 hours a week as he videos each 
participant’s part individually and edits all of the  
parts together.  As it is becoming apparent that all of 
the parish being able to physically worship together 
is some months off, he, other parishioners and staff 
have been installing a control suite in the rear corner 
of the church nave, which will eventually allow 
taping and streaming of in person services to those 
who cannot or are not comfortable attending 
worship in person. His hope is, as this suite is 
developed, “we can produce more effective and 
efficient services in minutes rather than hours.” 

Occupation:  Video and Animation Production.  
Derek, a Kansas City native, is a graduate of the 
Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design, where he 
majored in Film and Animation with an emphasis on 
special effects.  His first job was working on the first 
“Transformers” movie followed by “Pirates of the 
Caribbean” for Disney.  “I thought I’d be working in 
the studio backlot but was disappointed to learn my 
type of work is done in a cubicle elsewhere.”  After 
three years in California, he returned to Kansas City 
where he and a partner formed a video/animation 
company producing their own videos, working with 
musicians and starting their own U-Tube channel.  
He is currently performing free-lance digital work 
and is also breaking into the professional artist 
community as a painter. 

His Faith Journey:  Raised as a Roman Catholic, 
Derek has only been coming to St. Michael’s for 
about a year and made his commitment to the 
Episcopal Church at his confirmation February 23, 
2020.  He initially came to St. Michael’s while 
attending choir practice with his girlfriend, soprano 

Marie Kocher.  At that first rehearsal, “I didn’t expect 
there to be so many vocalists in the choir,” he said.  “I 
really enjoy music, especially classic rock and folk 
rock.  My new music experiences at St. Michael’s 
have been an eye opening experience,” he 
continued.  He enjoys the higher church liturgy, the 
processional and the level of music.  “Everyone has 
been so welcoming.  It has been like joining a family, 
so friendly and loving,” he added. 

He took his cue to become involved from a sermon 
Deacon Monte Giddings preached just prior to 
Father David’s call as rector last year.  In that 
sermon, Monte urged parishioners to utilize their 
talents to help the new rector any way they can.  
While Derek had been involved in Hope Builders and 
some other projects, that call convinced him to offer 
his professional talents to the parish and he began to 
work with Father 
David shortly 
thereafter.  Once 
the production 
suite is 
complete, he is 
hopeful the 
church will be 
able to extend 
video capabilities 
to include 
purchasing a portable system that will allow taping 
of outside activities, individual classroom and youth 
group activities off premises. 

Hobbies:  Derek enjoys golf, playing computer 
games and utilizing his talents in on-line 
investigations of particular situations. 

Favorite Liturgical Season:  “I love the season of 
Pentecost.  I enjoy Jesus’ teachings in the gospels 
that love and Christianity is open to everyone.  The 
Holy Spirit is available to all.” 
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with which we are responding to climate change; I am 

exhausted by the levels of apathy in response to all these 

challenges and others that we face. And goodness knows 

that I am tired of this pandemic and its numbing impact 

on how I live and work. 

And yet… God calls us still. Don’t give up on God. Divine 

power and grace remain to carry us through these times, 

to be faithful to everything God calls us to be and to do. 

Don’t give up on yourself. God hasn’t given up on you. 

G0d’s steadfast love endures forever. God’s love 

triumphs over all things. 

 

So, with faithful defiance… 

Families with school age kids, come on out to the church 

on Rally Day (September 13) to grab an ice cream 

sandwich in the drive-through line of the parking lot. 

Fellowship safely from your car (perhaps on its hood). 

Adults check out the offerings for adult learning and 

spiritual practices at the end of this newsletter issue (and 

stay tuned for more). 

We will all continue to listen to, learn about, and 

advocate for the oppressed everywhere, including this  

“fragile earth, our island home.” 

God is steadfast. We will be steadfast. 

God bless you all, Fr. David 

(“Remaining Steadfast” Continued from page 1) 

For example...There is an area located on the 
southeast side of our church and tucked back 
behind some bushes.  
What a pretty spot.  And the Garden 
Committee at our church keeps it looking 
sweet and beautiful. I spoke with the woman 
who knows all about it ..... Ruth Britton:  

When the church was being remodeled to 
have a new way to get into the nursery, 
space became available to create a burial 
area for pets. The nursery school children at 
that time all said how they lost favorite pets.  
Father Rob Lord decided that our church 
would fill that gap for children and any 
parishioner who wanted a pet cremated and 
placed in that special area.  

There are dogs, cats, fish and even a hamster 
buried there. The space is also filled with 
flowers and flowering bushes. And it’s always 
open for anyone to view. Take yourselves 
and even your children to view this special 
place.  

Hey!  I’m relatively new to this beautiful church. 
But through Carpenter Ants, I’ve learned of so 
many interesting and unique features to  
St. Michael’s.  



 

 

Ch i l d r en ’ s  Co r n er  
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A Prayer for All People during this Global Pandemic 
 

Gracious and merciful God, your steadfast love endures for ever: Through that love, keep our hearts 
and minds ever mindful of your enduring presence with us as we endure the difficult realities of a 
global pandemic. In our worry, give us the peace that only you can give; in our isolation, bind us 

together through the Holy Spirit and remind us of the creative ways we can remain present to one 
another; in our sickness, Lord, comfort us; in our caregiving, strengthen us; in our loneliness, help us 
to reach out to those whose presence nourishes us. Through every day of this tribulation, give us a 

spirit of faithful defiance that says, “We are followers of the Lord and we will never be forsaken!” With 
that same defiant spirit, empower us to embrace one another in every way possible. In the name of 

Jesus Christ, your Son, we pray; who with you and the Holy Spirit forever reigns over all things in 
heaven and on earth. Amen. 

Sign Up Here 

http://www.stmaa.com/_forms/view/38780
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OUR KIDS ARE BACK IN SCHOOL !!  

School is back in session in Torbeck, Haiti. Classes have resumed and the 

kids and teachers at St. Paul’s School are back on campus but, just like 

everywhere else in the world, circumstances are a little different. Yes, the 

Coronavirus is a threat in Haiti too. School administration, teachers, 

parents and students are all aware of the threat of the virus and all are 

making efforts to stay safe. As you can see in the pictures, students and 

teachers are all wearing masks and are washing their hands regularly. So 

far Torbeck has not seen any known cases of the virus and they want it to 

stay that way.  

This year is exciting for our students for several reasons. Thanks to your generous donations, there are new school 

supplies, solar panels and laptop computers. School supplies are important for learning for so many reasons. New 

pencils, paper and chalk all give students the opportunity to learn and grow with open and eager minds. Not too 

long ago, pencils and paper were hard to come by at the school. It seemed that only teachers had the supplies but 

now, thanks to you, there is plenty.  

The computer lab at the school was created in the 1990’s. The computers were huge desktop models that stopped 

being relevant not long after they were installed. And, as you know, being proficient with computers is a must and 

we want these kids to have the education they need for the real world. So, with your help 

we purchased newer refurbished laptop computers for the lab. A charitable organization 

here in Kansas City takes donated computers, refurbishes them and customizes the 

software for the end user. We purchased over 20 computers with the appropriate 

software and sent them to Torbeck. The computer lab also needs regular electricity which 

the school has never had so, with significant help from Lackson Chery, our building 

manager, we had solar panels installed that will charge the computers regularly. Adding 

solar power, the computers and Lackson to oversee the safety and security of the building 

and equipment has been a huge blessing to the students and staff.  

Things are looking up at St Paul’s! Claude the headmaster is doing a wonderful job. The 

teachers are loyal and the students scores show it. The teachers are engaging, which 

helps the students learn because they can pay attention and enjoy learning. As you can 

see the students are encouraged to laugh and enjoy themselves. What a great way to 

learn.  

St Paul's School in Torbeck Haiti depends on St Michael and All Angels parish to lend a 

hand. Your generous support continues to allow over 400 children and teens to learn!! 

Thank you for your continued support.  
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Pictured is a group from our  

Men In Mission ministry.  They 

took advantage of the nice 

weather in early August and 

enjoyed a fishing and kayak 

trip on the North Fork of the 

White River in Missouri. 

Many thanks to the 

Carpenter Ants 

ministry for their 

help replacing  

bathroom stalls in 

the Day School area 

downstairs. 

Pictured:  
Dick LeClaire, Rich 

LaBelle, Mike Larson,  

George Harter, and 

Larry Ward. 

August 25, 2020 
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Outreach Opportunity – Eagle Scout Project Making COVID-19 Kits for Uplift 

My name is Paul Carter, I am a parishioner at St Michaels, the son of Deacon Stevie and Julie Carter.  I am working on my 

Eagle Scout project.  As part of the project I am collecting supplies to assemble COVID-19 kits that will be provided to 

homeless individuals in our community through the organization Uplift.  Uplift delivers care and compassion directly to 

the homeless in the KC metro area, and currently there is a need for supplies related to COVID-19.  Something as simple 

as a disposable mask or gloves may allow a homeless individual access to resources like a homeless shelter, soup kitchen, 

food pantry or medical clinic.   

Please consider a donation of one or more of the following items: 

Disposable surgical type masks (sealed package) 

Antibacterial bar soap 

Bottled water – 12 or 16 oz 

Small bottles of hand sanitizer 

Box of non latex, powder free gloves 

Gallon sized Ziploc type bags 

 

Donating is easy! Use this QR code to access the Amazon Wish List.  Please make purchases by Saturday, September 5th. 

 

 

 

Alternatively, give me a call/text  (913 940 6612) or email (psceagleproject18@gmail.com) and I will come to you to 

retrieve your donation. 

If you would like to learn more about the organization Uplift, volunteer, or donate in other ways, visit www.uplift.org  

 

 

Co mmu n i t y  Co r ne r  
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Learning and Spiritual Practices: 
Opportunities this Fall for Adults 

September 
Slavery by Another Name 

Documentary Film Discussion 

Trish Unruh and Cathy Jackson are facilitating a series 

of important discussions on racial injustice. 

Participants gather at an appointed time and dial on 

to a Zoom call to listen in, or add their perspective. 

The next film to be discussed via Zoom is a 

documentary entitled Slavery by Another Name, based 

on the Pulitzer-Prize winning book by Douglas A. 

Blackmon.  It is available as a DVD at the Johnson 

County Library and through the library streaming 

service- Kanopy (Use this link to watch the film 

online.).  View the film between now and the Zoom 

call, then join the discussion on the evening of 

September 16th at 6:00 pm. 

Attendees from those joining the first 2 Zoom 

discussions in the series have said: 

 " The discussion has brought an awareness of the 

systemic oppression suffered by persons of color, 

and in my naivety to my part in the injustice." 

 "The film demonstrated examples of real people, 

real stories that compel the viewer to respond to 

the outrage of injustice." 

 "I am gaining a new perspective from the 

discussion, and from listening to others' thoughts." 

Please mark your calendar for the evening of Sept. 

16th. Contact Trish Unruh at trish0814@gmail.com to 

receive the Zoom invitation for the evening of the 

call.  

Virus as a Summons to Faith 
An All-Parish Small-Group Reading 

The Learning and Spiritual Practices team 

at St. Michael’s invites you to take part in a 

five week parish-wide conversation about 

our experiences during this pandemic, 

especially about how our faith helps us to 

respond—to cope, to endure, to defy, to 

overcome. Our conversations will be 

prompted by a brief, little book written by 

Walter Brueggemann entitled Virus as a 

Summons to Faith: Biblical Reflections in a Time of Loss, Grief, 

and Uncertainty (Amazon: Kindle - $9.99; Paperback - 

$14.00—don’t delay; shipments are backed up).  

After initially meeting in a larger group via Zoom, participants 

will be divided into a smaller group of 6 people to discuss that 

week’s reading and the proposed questions for the evening 

(most of the time is spent with this small group). At the end of 

the gathering, the small groups will be brought together again 

by the facilitator. One member of each small group will share 

the themes or most important thoughts and observations that 

emerged in their small group discussion. 

Options for small group gathering times are: 

1. Mondays at 8 p.m. beginning September 21. 

2. Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. beginning September 22. 

3. Tuesdays at 8 p.m. beginning September 22. 

4. Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. beginning September 23. 

5. Thursdays at 7 p.m. beginning September 24. 

We hope these small group discussions will provide us with a 

much needed opportunity to connect with one another as a 

community of faith. Summer time at St. Michael’s is always a 

less active time. We are used to returning after schools start 

and after the Labor Day holiday to jump into a new program 

year at the church. This year is clearly different. We hope that 

these conversations can initiate a enthusiasm for our common 

life together even in the midst of an ongoing pandemic. We 

hope to see you there! 

https://www.kanopy.com/product/slavery-another-name#:~:text=2012,The%20film...
https://www.kanopy.com/product/slavery-another-name#:~:text=2012,The%20film...
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Opportunities this Fall for Adults (continued) 

October 

November - December 

More opportunities for learning and practicing our faith are coming this fall. 

Watch out for the Week by Week and next month’s Messenger! 

Bible Studies 

Ezra and Nehemiah 

Duration: 5-6 weeks, beginning early November. Details to follow in next month’s Messenger. 

The Prophet Amos 

Duration: 5-6 weeks, beginning early November. Details to follow in next month’s Messenger. 

 

Advent Prayer Workshop - The Anglican Rosary 

Date: December 5 

Time: 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon 

In this workshop, we will talk about the origins and use of prayer beads globally and within the Christian 

tradition. In particular, we will explore and practice a variety of ways to use the Anglican rosary. This individual 

session will be a relaxing time of fellowship and prayer as we ease ourselves further into the Advent season. 

Civil Discourse Curriculum: 

A 5-week Facilitated Conversation 

You are invited to a 5 week-long conversation on civil discourse—what it is and how we can cultivate more of it. This 

“curriculum” was developed by the Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations.  It initially functioned (as I recall) 

as an extension of the “Reclaiming Jesus” effort a couple of years ago. Some of us at St. Michael’s met to discuss the 

“Reclaiming Jesus” document not long after its release. 

This 5-week opportunity will take place on the 5 Tuesday evenings before this fall’s election.  Each session will be one 

hour in length. I suspect that the month of October will continue to be a month filled with uncivil discourse; it is likely 

that such discourse will continue after the election regardless of its results. Hopefully, we can help one another  to 

practice a more constructive and virtuous form of discourse; maybe we can be the light of the world and the salt of the 

earth. We will create multiple Zoom sessions if interest warrants. We hope you can take part. 

7 p.m. on Tuesdays: Sept. 29 - Oct. 27 
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Upcoming Events 

 

Choral Evensong Service 

Sunday, September 6 at 5:00 p.m. on the STMAA You Tube Channel 

 

Rally Day & Drive Thru Ice Cream Social 

Sunday, September 13 from noon-2p.m. 

Parish-wide event!  Join us in the west parking lot for ice cream treats for all ages.   There will be key chains 
and Sunday Schools bags for kids.  The Kitchen Angel s will also be passing out Glory Bags.   

 

Diocesan Live Streaming Service 
Sunday, September  27 at 9:00 a.m. 

Details and online link to follow. 

 

Feast of St. Michael 

Sunday, October 4 at 10 a.m. on the STMAA YouTube channel 

 

3rd Grade Bibles 

Sunday, October 4 at 10 a.m. on the STMAA YouTube channel. 

Bibles will be presented during the Sunday morning prayer service and delivered to 3rd graders the 
following week. 

 

 

Save the Date 
 

Fall Adult Formation Zoom Classes 

Starting late September 2020. See pages 9 & 10 above for more information on some of the upcoming 

opportunities. More offerings are in the works, so keep an eye out for the Week by Week and  

The Messenger. 


