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OUR CHILDREN AND THE GIFT OF FAITH
FR. DAVID
Have you ever re-gifted something? Perhaps a gag-gift that is supposed to be
regifted or even a well-intentioned gift that you couldn’t use or that would be a
better gift for someone else? Of course not, what was I thinking! But you have
probably heard of the idea, right? Well, life in the dominion of God as followers of
Jesus Christ is a gift that is supposed to be regifted—constantly. Now, the
metaphor is not perfect; when someone regifts a birthday present to someone
else, they are giving that gift away. When we give someone else the gift of life in
the dominion of God, we are not giving that gift away but including others within
that gift, so that it becomes a greater gift for all.
I want to talk briefly about this regifting of life with Jesus in relation to something
very specific—the raising of our children. I say our children not just in reference to
the children some of us raise in our own homes, but in reference to all the
children at St. Michael’s. Every child in this parish, from birth to adulthood, is a
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FOCUS

ON

MINISTRY: EDUCATION

FOR

MINISTRY (EfM)

CYD ALLOWAY

One hears the term EfM a great deal around

The course of study is four years, the

St. Michael’s but what exactly is EfM?

curriculum divided as follows:
•

Year One: The Hebrew Bible

•

Year Two: The New Testament

University of the South in Sewanee, TN, it is defined

•

Year Three: History of Christianity

as a movement “toward a new understanding of the

•

Year Four: World Religions and Theology

Education for Ministry, EfM for short, is a
committed program of study, prayer and reflection.
Started in 1975 by The School of Theology at The

fullness of God’s kingdom” based upon the study of

Tuition for EfM, normally $475, is reduced to

Christian tradition and the collective experience of

$375 for St. Michael’s participants due to diocesan

the members. The process assists members in:

assistance. There are also partial scholarships

•

exploring one’s faith,

available. Study materials, with the exception of

•

developing a better understanding of the

one’s own personal Bible, are provided.

scriptures
•

“This is a wonderful experience to learn about

finding one’s own path to becoming an effective

our heritage and what we believe as well as to make

minister of God’s word.

new bonds in a Christian community,” Jan said.

EfM has been an important part of the life of

Enrollment is beginning now and must be

St. Michael’s since the 1980’s. Groups typically

completed by early summer to order and receive

consist of six to twelve participants and are led by

study materials on time. If you are interested in

specially trained mentors and co-mentors. Jan Carter pursuing this course of study, please contact Jan
currently coordinates this program assisted by coCarter, 913-433-4887 or
mentors Scott Schaefer, Jeff Ellis and Cal Cormack.

jancarterassociates@gmail.com.

The program meets in the evening weekly for 2 ½
hours for 9 months of each year, usually beginning in
August.

“Participants develop their own mutual faith
community,“ explained Jan. “There is no ‘right
answer’ to the questions raised. Everyone develops
his or her own theology and diversity of opinion is
encouraged,” she added.
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Connecting With… Steve Cloud
Cyd Alloway
As we approach the 75th anniversary of St. Michael and
All Angels parish, we will be hearing and reading in the
coming months many stories of the history of our parish.
One of those stories is the story of the Forrest Cloud
family, the donor and namesake of our Cloud Chapel. Son
Steve Cloud lovingly recounted that story during recent
Sunday services on the anniversary of his father’s 100th
birthday.

Republican National
Committee, on
which he served for
six years.
Family: Steve and
his wife Barbara
met at KU while
buying textbooks at
the campus
bookstore and were
married at STMAA
in 1972. They have
three sons and
seven
grandchildren.

Steve, a cradle Episcopalian, began his faith
journey at St. Paul’s Church, KCK, and arrived at STMAA
in 1955 when his family moved to Johnson County. “St.
Michael’s had just purchased a large lot at 67th and Nall
Avenue on which they had moved a little white Army
chapel. I’ve got fond memories of that Army church,”
Steve said. He has remained a faithful and active
member of STMAA his entire life since.

Hobbies: Over the course of his lifetime, he has enjoyed
His father served on the building committee when
many athletic hobbies including golf, sailing at Smithville
STMAA was building the current church. Those plans
Lake as well as in the Caribbean, tennis, skiing and
included an attached chapel to the south of the chancel, mountain climbing. However, health issues have arisen in
but fund raising efforts fell short and the chapel plans
recent years, curtailing some of these activities. He still
were put aside, although the south wall of the chancel
enjoys skiing by snow-biking, which involves being seated
was built of wood, not stone, in anticipation of a future
on a bike fitted with a ski. “It puts me on the mountain
chapel addition. “Dad felt the chapel was absolutely
with the kids and grandkids and enables me to keep up
necessary and he made a commitment to God to build the with them,” he added.
chapel.” Forrest and his wife Bonnie eventually donated
Ministries: Steve began his ministry while serving as an
the funds to construct that chapel in 1986.
acolyte at STMAA during his youth. Immediately after
Occupation: Since his graduation from KU in 1972, Steve college graduation he was involved with Turner House as
has spent his career at the company his parents started in part of the federal VISTA program. He has served on the
1949, Industrial Bearing and Transmission Company, now vestry and been actively involved in our ministry in Haiti
known as IBT Industries Solutions. IBT is a distributer of as well as the dinner groups. He enjoyed a close
industrial parts which are used in a wide array of products relationship with Fr. Richard Grein during Grein’s tenure
varying from washing machines to bicycles to food
as rector of STMAA. Grein’s election as bishop of the
processors and employs over 400 people. Steve is now
Diocese of Kansas coincided with Steve’s terms in the
semi-retired but all of his sons are involved in the
Legislature, which enabled them to remain active
company, the youngest now running the company, and a together in small ministries there.
grandson is involved in IBT as well. “We have been
What inspires you at St. Michael’s? “Oh, that’s easy,”
blessed,” Steve declared.
Steve answered. “The people! The people are fabulous!”
Steve has also enjoyed a second career in politics, He also enjoys being able to just sit in the nave and
“starting in the sixth grade when I ran for Student Council reminisce about many of the life events he has
president,” he laughed. Then he added, “I believe the
experienced in the parish such as his wedding, baptisms
more people are involved in politics, the stronger we are and confirmations, and his parents’ funerals in 2005 and
as a government.” He served on the Monticello Township 2006.
council for four years starting in 1976 before his election
Favorite Liturgical Season: Advent and Lent. “You can’t
to the Kansas State Legislature in 1980, where he served
have Christmas and Easter without those seasons. They
until 1986. However, his family and business needs were
growing so he stepped back from the Legislature but
(“Connecting With” continued on bottom of page 6)
remained politically active. In 2002 he was named to the
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Family Ministry Corner
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Outreach Opportunity

HELP WANTED!!!
Breakfast at St. Paul’s Operating Every Saturday – 4/28/2021
I am happy to announce that the Breakfast at St. Paul’s is now operating
every Saturday on a to-go basis. John & Dia Montgomery, a very nice and
enterprising couple, are running the 2nd and 4th Saturday to-go
breakfasts. As a result, there are volunteer opportunities available that I
am sure our St. Michael’s parishioners are hungry for.
To sign up for a volunteer shift, please go to the Sign-Up Genius link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0948aba82ca7fa7-breakfast
To sign up for the early shift, please contact Julie Marcus, either by text: 913-461-7133 or email: jmarcus@srlawfirm.com

Doing the hot, to-go breakfast requires 2 shifts of volunteers just like the old breakfast did. We have the
early, cooking shift (6:30 – 9am). Due to social distancing we can only have 5 or 6 volunteers in the kitchen
at a time to prep and cook. The second shift (8:30 – 11:30am) sets up the outdoor tables, fills the containers
and bags with food/drink and distributes to the people, distributes the St. Paul’s pantry bags, and cleans up,
all of which requires about 10 – 12 volunteers. ALL VOLUNTEERS ARE REQUIRED TO WEAR A MASK
AND SOCIAL DISTANCE AT THIS POINT IN TIME.

Julie Marcus
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From the Diocese
BISHOP BASCOM TO LEAD ONLINE JUSTICE-BASED SCRIPTURE STUDY
Bishop Cathleen Bascom will be the leader for
an online May 11 Scripture study entitled
“Rethinking Justice.” It will begin at 6 p.m.
It is sponsored by an interfaith group including
Topeka JUMP, Douglas County Justice Matters
and a new interfaith justice ministry for Johnson and Wyandotte counties.
The Zoom-based event will explore three questions:
•

What is the scriptural imperative for people of faith when it comes to issues of jus-

tice?
•

What is the difference between doing justice and providing mercy?

•

How can people of faith effectively do justice in their local community?

The link to register is online.
There will be a second study on May 13, with a different leader still to be named. .

(“Connecting With” continued from page 3)

are both seasons of preparation where we consciously make a commitment. Otherwise you are missing out on the
grand finales without experiencing that preparation.”
Advice to those new to STMAA: “Follow your own passion. Get to know the heads of the different missions and
ministries we offer to enable you to do that.”
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(“Our Children” continued from page 1)

blessing to the entire parish and a responsibility of the entire parish. At a child’s baptism,
parents and godparents are asked the following questions:
“Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the
Christian faith and life?”
“Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of
Christ?”
The congregation present at a child’s baptism is asked:
“Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this child in their life in Christ?”
At confirmation, when teenagers are asked to renew their commitment to Jesus Christ and to follow him as Savior and
Lord, the congregation is again asked:
“Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this teen in their life in Christ?”
To every single one of these questions, we respond affirmatively, “We will,” and then we fail to do what we have
promised—every single one of us fails to do all that is in our power to see that these children and youth are
empowered to grow into the full stature of Christ, knowing Christ as their moral and spiritual guide. Luckily for us, we
worship a God who forgives. We also worship a God who expects us to do better—together.
This August, as we emerge from the pandemic ready to leap for joy like the lame man healed before the temple, we
have an opportunity to recommit ourselves to the promises we have made to our children. It must be a priority for us.
We must ask ourselves challenging questions: Are we really so busy that we can’t commit to a Sunday each month?
Should we change our priorities? Is it enough to have taught Sunday school or hung out with the youth ten years ago?
Maybe it’s my turn again. Maybe it will be a blast, and I’ve been missing out!
After Rally Day (Aug. 15), we plan to have Sunday School groups for children and youth of all ages on a weekly basis
(except brunch Sundays—the 2nd Sunday of each month). We all need to chip in to help those groups flourish. The
more of us who participate, the more effective we are, the more blessed the experience is for everyone, and the more
our children will experience our love for them.
Our youth group needs more lay youth ministers (i.e., adult volunteers), who understand that the point of youth
ministry is not to be as cool as the youth are--we’ll never manage that! The goal in youth ministry is to experience the
truth that we travel the way of Jesus together not because we have everything figured out; not because we have all
the answers; but because it is in traveling together that we come to know Jesus more fully and to be more Christlike.
Like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, we become the body of Christ as we walk
along together, our Lord Jesus Christ in our midst. We just have to show up for one
another. And we must show up as authentic selves, not trying to be cooler, smarter,
wiser, older, or younger than we are.
Between now and the end of July, Ryan—our Director of Youth and Family Ministry—will
be putting together the teams to regift the way of Jesus to our children and youth this
fall. Ask yourselves how God might be gifting you with an opportunity to be a gift just by
showing up and being yourself. We’ll help you handle the rest.
God’s peace be with you,
Fr. David
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REGISTER HERE

AN EVENING WITH THE
REV. CANON STEPHANIE SPELLERS

Click here
to register!

May 6, 2021 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm EST
The President and Board of Directors of the Episcopal Church Foundation invite you to an evening of learning and conversation with The Rev. Stephanie Spellers, Canon to the Presiding Bishop for Evangelism, Reconciliation and Stewardship of Creation on May 6, 2021 at 7pm Eastern Time. Canon Spellers is an ECF Fellow (2008) and longtime contributor to ECF Vital Practices. In this conversation, we celebrate and discuss Canon Spellers’ latest book – The Church
Cracked Open: Disruption, Decline, and New Hope for Beloved Community. Church Publishing Incorporated describes, “in this critical yet loving book, the author explores the American story and the Episcopal story in order to find
out how communities steeped in racism, establishment, and privilege can at last fall in love with Jesus, walk humbly
with the most vulnerable and embody beloved community in our own broken but beautiful way. The Church Cracked
Open invites us to surrender privilege and redefine church, not just for the sake of others, but for our own salvation and
liberation.”
Stephanie Spellers serves as Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s Canon for Evangelism and Reconciliation. The author of The
Church Cracked Open, and The Episcopal Way (with Eric Law), she has directed mission and evangelism work at General
Theological Seminary and in the Diocese of Long Island. A native of Kentucky and a graduate of both Episcopal Divinity
School and Harvard Divinity School, she lives in Harlem, New York.
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Introducing: A New App for Spiritual Practice
April 13, 2021

For 30 years, Second Breath Center, located at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in
North Carolina, has offered life transforming spiritual practices and teaching

rooted in the Christian Wisdom Tradition. As a mission partner, the
Episcopal Church Foundation's passion to be a catalyst for transformation,
renewal and growth in the Episcopal Church has long resonated with the vision of
Second Breath. And now, with the encouragement of ECF, Second Breath has
launched an app designed to be a spiritual companion that creates space to
reconnect with God, refill your tanks and cultivate what Jesus of Nazareth described as “fullness of life."
The Second Breath app has hundreds of guided spiritual practices that focus on heart, mind, and body,
plus inspiring audio reflections, monthly series, and a daily centering to help you make spiritual practice a

habit. There is a lot of free content and additional premium perks are available at less than $5/month for
annual subscription.
Learn more about the app on the Second Breath website.

Episcopal Church Foundation 475 Riverside Drive, Suite 750 New York, NY 10115 ph: 800-697-2858
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Celebrating St. Michael’s

Holy Week began
with our Palm
Sunday service
followed by a Holy
Week stations in the
Memorial Garden.

Preparing to light the
pascal candle at the
Great Vigil of Easter
service.

Pictured is our clergy and
worship volunteers at the
Holy Week Rehearsal on
Wednesday, March 31st.
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Celebrating St. Michael’s

Thank you to
everyone who
assisted with or
attended both our
8:00 Indoor and
10:45 Outdoor
Easter Services.
It was a beautiful
day to celebrate
the Resurrection.
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Upcoming Events
Summer Worship Hours Begin
Sunday, May 2nd, one worship service at 10:00 a.m., registration required Register Here

Ascension Day Service
Thursday, May 13 at 7 p.m.

Youth Group Year End Celebration
Sunday, May 16 at 6:30 p.m.

Pentecost Worship Service and Cook Out
Sunday, May 23 10:00 am., Cook Out immediately following the service

Father David’s Installation Service and Reception
June 2 at 6 p.m., Reception immediately following the service

UltraCamp
June 6-12 at Camp Wood in Elmdale, KS, More Information

Family Movie Night
Friday, June 18 at 8 p.m., details to follow

Ice Cream Social and Bingo Night
Sunday, June 27 from 6-8 p.m.

Save the Date
Arts Camp- July 12-16, details to follow
Bigger Bible School—July 26-28, details to follow
Rally Day– Sunday, August 15
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