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In the Midst of Uncertainty, “Jesus is Lord” 
FR. DAVID 

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just 

works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so 

that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being deliv-

ered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the 

mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

In the early Church, “Jesus is Lord” was a defining statement of faith that iden-

tified Jesus as the source of one’s identity, purpose, and values. “Jesus is Lord,” 

not Caesar—whomever that Caesar may be. Christians were persecuted, even 

killed, for this most fundamental conviction. During these chaotic and stressful 

times in our nation’s history, it is important for contemporary Christians to re-

member and to faithfully affirm that “Jesus is Lord,” not simply as an expres-

sion of defiant faith but as a way of surrendering our stresses and worries to our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who can handle all our concerns.  Thanks be to God! 



 

 

Focus on Ministry: Pastoral Care Ministries 
 

CYD ALLOWAY 
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(“Focus on Ministry” continued on the bottom of page 7) 

One of the most comprehensive activities at  

St. Michael’s is the Pastoral Care Ministries.  Overseen by 

Director of Pastoral Care Deacon Suzi Drury, it is a well-

organized, often quiet but broadly encompassing group of 

men and women dedicated to the call of the gospel to help 

others in need.  This ministry’s activities extend to those 

both within and outside of the St. Michael’s family.  While 

Covid-19 has certainly impacted the ability for some of 

these ministries to currently actively work, other groups 

have seen the need for their work grow during this 

pandemic. 

These ministries are always open to new participants; 

if interested or have questions, please contact Suzi at 

suzi@stmaa.com or contact the group leader indicated. 

Prayers:  Roxie Drautz leads a group of 54 parishioners 

that keeps track of those on our prayer lists and makes 

calls to check on those that are in some type of difficulty.  

Jenny Hatfield Callan leads the prayer chain of numerous 

individuals that actively prays for those on the various 

prayer lists.  

Durable Medical Equipment:  Overseen by Dave 

Mackay, the parish maintains a supply of walkers, canes, 

crutches, wheelchairs, scooters, toilet chairs and shower 

chairs available for parishioner use free of charge. This 

committee also accepts donations of such equipment in 

good condition. 

Glory Bags:   The church often has visits from those in 

the community that are homeless and seeking assistance.  

Bob and Tracy Henry oversee the supplying and packaging 

of bags containing typical items needed for a few days 

including toiletries, bottled water, prepackaged granola 

bars and other snack foods, and perhaps a few dollars, that 

can be distributed through the church office or can be left 

in areas of the city where the homeless are known to find 

shelter. 

Communicare:  Julie Parmenter coordinates 

approximately 20 men and women who each month 

address and mail out over 100 birthday cards, thinking of 

you cards, and get well cards to those who are shut in or 

recovering from medical issues.  

Funerals: This committee is responsible for 

hospitality, such as pre and post service receptions, when a 

funeral or memorial service takes place at STMAA. Some 

volunteers prepare food and deliver to the church while 

others are responsible for setting up Spencer Hall or the 

Library to provide food and beverage to those attending 

those services.  Trish Unruh is coordinator of this ministry. 

Meals for Families: This group, coordinated by Elaine 

Rhodes, prepares and distributes prepared meals to those 

parishioners who are post-surgery, have recently had a 

new baby or suffered a family loss.    

Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Led by Naomi McCurdy, it 

makes and distributes shawls for those that are recovering 

from illness or are shut in.  Shawls are usually crocheted to 

a specified pattern, are then blessed by a priest including a 

prayer for healing and a copy of that prayer attached to 

the shawl.  

Stephen’s Ministry:  Led by Margie Lundy and Linda 

Campbell, this group, which undergoes specific advance 

training, ministers to parishioners who are in need of one-

on-one interaction with a dedicated person on a regular 

basis.  Due to Covid, these activities are on hold. 

 



 

 

Connecting With…  Deacon Suzi Drury 

 
Cyd Alloway 

Deacon Suzi Drury is such a familiar face and 
presence to the family of St. Michael and All Angels 
that it’s hard to imagine a time when she was not a 
deacon here.  Yet, prior to her coming to STMAA in 
1988, she did not even know what a deacon was. 

A cradle Episcopalian, Suzi grew up in a large parish 
in Wellesley, MA outside of Boston.  As a child she 
sang in the children’s choir there every week and by 
the sixth grade decided she wanted to become a 
priest when she grew up.  She approached her parish 
rector about this and was told “Women can’t become 
priests in the Episcopal Church.  Why don’t you 
consider doing something else to be helpful such as 
becoming a teacher or a nurse?” (A very typical 
response to women in the 1950’s.)  Ultimately, Suzi 
did become a nurse while living in Michigan, working 
her way up to become a charge nurse.   

In 1988 Suzi and her then husband moved to Kansas 
and started attending STMAA where she had her 
first encounter with deacons, notably then 
Archdeacon Helen Mountford and Deacon Jim 
Brown.  As she learned more about the role of a 
deacon, “I was so enthralled by what they did, which 
was similar to being a nurse, of being loving and 
caring.  It was more of who I am as a person.  Father 
David With was rector at the time and a big 
supporter of the diaconal program.”  She eventually 
enrolled at the Kansas School of Ministry (now 
BKSM) and graduated in 1996.  Upon her ordination 
in 1997, then Bishop William Smalley assigned her to 
St. Michael’s, which became her permanent 
assignment.  She also served as Diocese Archdeacon 
from 1999 to 2006 and was active in Diocesan 
ministry including serving on several commissions 
and as an instructor at Kansas School of Ministry. 

As deacons are generally non-paid staff in parishes, 
Suzi continued to work in the healthcare field, 
especially in nursing education for various schools 
and healthcare facilities throughout Kansas City and 
Topeka, including five years as the owner and 
director of a nursing continuing education firm. 

During this time she 
also earned a 
Master’s Degree in 
Human Resource 
Development from 
Webster University’s 
Kansas City campus.  
In 2004, while Vice 
President of Patient 
Care Services for a 
rehabilitation 
hospital, the late 
Mother Ruth McAleer 
asked her to become the clergy head of STMAA’s 
Pastoral Care program.  This program, started by 
Mother Ruth and parishioners Jodie Johnson and 
Arlis Kerby, was and is a well-organized and 
comprehensive program. In 2006, when interim 
rector Fr. Gary Gilbertson asked Suzi to join the staff 
as Pastoral Care Director she immediately accepted.  
“I loved it!” Suzi exclaimed. 

In 2014, upon her husband Ron Donnelly’s 
retirement, they moved to the small town of Jasper, 
TX.  Upon joining the local Episcopal church, Suzi 
learned “they had no idea what a deacon was.”  Suzi 
preached sermons there on a regular basis and 
declared “My first sermon was on what a deacon 
does.”  However, the pull back to Kansas was too 
strong and in August 2015 they returned to Kansas 
City and the following January Fr. Kevin Huddleston 
invited Suzi to return as a deacon assigned to St. 
Michael’s.  Ultimately, Suzi also assumed 
responsibility for all of the Pastoral Care ministry, the 
position she continues to hold. 

As Director of Pastoral Care, Suzi not only oversees 
all of that ministry’s functions (see separate feature 
in this issue) but also is responsible for Eucharistic 
Visitors (who take communion to shut-ins), 
Eucharistic Ministers (chalice bearers), Sunday 
lectors and scheduling herself and the three other  

(“Connecting With” continued on bottom of page 6) 
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Hey!  I’m relatively new to this beautiful church. 
But through Carpenter Ants, I’ve learned of so 
many interesting and unique features to  
St. Michael’s.  

For example… 
 
The brick in a plaque located in our entry hall was 
donated by Mrs. Ross (Myrtle) Ream. The words 
included with the brick in the plaque are: 

“This brick is from the tower of  ‘Old North 
Church’, (Christ Episcopal Church) in Boston and 
was taken from a point below  the window where 
the two ‘Lanthorns’ were displayed that started 
Paul Revere on his famous ride.”   

Ross J. Ream was born June 18, 1886 in Gaylord, 
KS.  At age 14 he moved with his parents to 
Kansas City, MO. He graduated from the 
University of Missouri Law School in  1910 and 
spent his career as an attorney and insurance 
executive. In 1912, he joined with Herbert Smith 
and operated a law firm. He married Myrtle in 
1926 and that same year he and Robert Ridgway 
began the National Protective Life Insurance 
Company, a mail order insurance firm. He 
became a very successful businessman. After 
suffering from congestive heart failure, he died 
April 20, 1961 at age 74. Myrtle spent her final 
years at 228 Ward Parkway and died March 5, 
1967 at age 79 .  

New! Men’s Morning Bible Study via Zoom 

St. Michael & All Angels is resuming our Men’s Bible Study.  After taking into 
account survey responses, we will begin our first meeting via Zoom on Wednesday, 
November 18 at 8:30 am.  The study will be hosted by Rev. Monte Giddings and will 
be held every other week.  If you want to get a head start, we will be studying Paul’s 
letter to the Galatians.  Contact monte@stmaa.com for more details. 
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A Prayer for All People during this Global Pandemic 
 

Gracious and merciful God, your steadfast love endures for ever: Through that love, keep our hearts 
and minds ever mindful of your enduring presence with us as we endure the difficult realities of a 
global pandemic. In our worry, give us the peace that only you can give; in our isolation, bind us 

together through the Holy Spirit and remind us of the creative ways we can remain present to one 
another; in our sickness, Lord, comfort us; in our caregiving, strengthen us; in our loneliness, help us 
to reach out to those whose presence nourishes us. Through every day of this tribulation, give us a 

spirit of faithful defiance that says, “We are followers of the Lord and we will never be forsaken!” With 
that same defiant spirit, empower us to embrace one another in every way possible. In the name of 

Jesus Christ, your Son, we pray; who with you and the Holy Spirit forever reigns over all things in 
heaven and on earth. Amen. 

Deacon’s Den 
The greatest disease in our country is being unwanted, 
unloved, and uncared for.  We can cure physical diseases with 
medicine and vaccinations, but the only cure for loneliness, 
despair, and hopelessness is love.  There are many in the 
world and even our country who are praying for just a piece of 
bread but there are many more dying for a little love, 
compassion, and hope.  It is not only the poverty of loneliness 
but of spirituality.  There’s hunger for love, as there is a 
hunger for God. 

We must love God first, and only then can we give to others. For us to want to 
give love to others we must be full of love to give.  God acts in this way.  It is 
He who moves us all to do what we are doing, and if we feel His love for us 
then this love emanates from us to others.  His love has no boundaries. 

Who will you emanate love to on this day? 

Faithfully, 

Deacon Suzi 
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Connecting With…  continued from page 3 

deacons for weekly services.  She also serves currently on the Diocesan Council of Trustees, which is the 
governing body of the Diocese between conventions.  

In her spare time, Suzi tries to keep up with her adult children, son Mark in Michigan and daughter Kerry in 
Iowa, and their families.  She also serves as chaplain in her PEO chapter. 

Always our last question:  What is your favorite liturgical season?  “Oh that’s hard,” she started, thought a 
few seconds then continued, “Advent.  It’s a quiet period of preparation, of looking at ourselves and what 
makes us tick.  We are getting ready for the birth of Jesus and I am passionate for what we celebrate on each 
of those four Sundays.”  Then, she thought a few more seconds and added, “Oh!  And I love wearing the 
color purple!  But wait!  Purple’s not the color of Advent anymore.  Well, I love wearing blue too!”  

The Blessing of Pledges is Coming Soon: 

Have you pledged? 

 

Sundays, Nov. 1 and 8, were rare opportunities to gather in person with people we love, in a space we love, 
to hear and speak words we love to the God we love. Each person who attends will have put considerable 
thought -- perhaps prayer -- into questions of their own safety and the safety of others before registering to 
attend. 

Nov. 15 provides another precious opportunity. It is the final Sunday of our stewardship drive, when we 
rejoice to gather pledges of financial support for our ministries, ministers, staff, programs, and the 
physical building from which so much of our spiritual life emanates. The coming year, like 2020, will 
continue to see unique pandemic-related needs. You may be unaware of the extra demand on both budget 
and staff, but it is very real. 

You may be experiencing hardships yourself right now, as so many are. Yet, as you prayerfully consider 
your pledge, we hope you will see clearly that God's steadfast love for you and this special community we 
call St. Michael & All Angels Episcopal Church has not lessened. In fact, perhaps you are even more acutely 
aware of new mercies every day. That is our prayer for you. 

On behalf of the Stewardship Team -- Marty Pyle, Cathy Jackson, Fr. David Cox and myself -- thank you for 
your consideration. We were assisted this year by vestry members, who phoned parishioners with 
stewardship reminders; and Janeé Hanzlick and Rolland Exon, who wrote moments of gratitude reminding 
us how active our parish remains. Fr. David and Deacon Monty Giddings preached on the endurance of 
God's steadfast love. In three weeks our annual pledge-gathering roles will end. Stewardship, however, 
never ceases.  

Please embrace this precious opportunity. 

Melissa Carlson 

CLICK HERE TO FILL OUT A 2021 PLEDGE CARD 
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http://www.stmaa.com/_forms/view/37990
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A New Ministry for Families in Need 

in the Shawnee Mission School District 

Dear St. Michaels Parishioners, 

Krissie Wiggins and I (Amy Moore) were involved in organizing a grassroots group, Community Cares PV 
(CCPV) which was started in March in response to the pandemic and to our delight, it’s been very 
successful so we want to see it grow and help even more!!! This group focuses on helping those in the 
Shawnee Mission school district who may be in need of money to cover things such as rent, car repairs, 
items for the home, etc. CCPV partnered with David Aramovich, the homeless liaison with SMSD to 
identify families who may need support. The district is able to help in some situations but can only cover 
up to $500 and sometimes there is a situation where the district is not able to cover the cost at all.  

With our current support of Crestview Elementary, this seems like a natural addition to our ministry at 
STMAA. The CCPV group currently has about 70 members and I am looking to add more people. The 
type and amount for a request varies. We have everything from a $300 vacuum to a $1600 rent. There is 
not an amount requested for donation but instead, each member donates what they are able and 
whenever the request speaks to them. We have filled several asks with most members giving as little as 
$10 each. A little goes a long way! 

Due to Krissie becoming an SMSD employee, I have taken over managing the group so there is no 
conflict of interest. If you have any questions about this group, please feel free to reach out.  

  

Amy Moore 

communitycarespv@gmail.com 

816-674-1107 

Focus  on  Min i s t r y  c on t inued  f r om pag e  2  

Visitations:  In non-pandemic times, this group, led 

by Mary Gitzendanner, makes in person visits with 

parish shut-ins and those in hospitals. 

Community Outreach:  Coordinated by Ellen 

Shoemaker, this is another activity in limbo due to 

Covid 19.  The committee recruits individuals to serve 

lunch to the needy on Fridays from 10-2 at a 

community kitchen located on the Paseo. Participants 

generally carpool as a group to the kitchen.  

 

mailto:communitycarespv@gmail.com
tel:816-674-1107
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MEET OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY,  

RYAN BLOYD-WISEMAN 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 
 

Please contact ryan@stmaa.com with questions. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48a4a92aabfac61-front


 

 

Ce l ebra t ing  S t .  M i cha e l ’ s  

2020 Highlights 

 

The Life of Our Parish Continues 

We are the church—a living body—and we gather in Spirit even when we cannot do so in the flesh. 

Coronavirus may keep our church building closed, but the life of our parish continues in many ways: 

• Every Thursday morning Experiencing God, a Bible study group, meets via Zoom 

• Every Wednesday, Morning Prayer is offered via You Tube or Zoom 

• The service of Compline is offered via Zoom every Wednesday evening 

• Let’s Talk About That, the support group for those dealing with mental health issues in family or 

friends, meets Tuesday evenings via Zoom 

• Father David has been teaching a class on civil discourse for Zoom 

• There have been multiple groups discussing Walter Brueggemann’s book via Zoom 

• Rally Day took place in a slightly different form in the church parking lot 

• Oktoberfest was held on the front lawn  

• Youth Group has been meeting outside for movies and other activities 

• Uplift volunteers continue to cook and deliver food for the homeless 

• The Flower Guild held a flower arranging program in the courtyard 

• Committal/funeral services have taken place in the Memorial Garden 

• Private baptisms are scheduled with plans to meet the newly baptized at a later date; four 

baptisms have already happened with more already on the calendar. 

• Weddings have taken place off-site 

• Pastoral care is more active than ever, despite in-person visiting restrictions 

• Forward Day by Day books are being mailed from the church office on request 

• Choral Evensong is being offered monthly via Zoom 

• The Justice and Advocacy group is gathering via Zoom to discuss movies and articles 

• Parishioners have assembled and distributed care packages to our college students throughout 

the country. 

• Despite the slowdown, a beautiful new St. Michael’s website is nearly complete 

• Under the leadership of your Junior Warden, Dick LeClaire, a hearing loop for hearing assistance 

devices has been installed in the nave; and webcams, wiring, and a new computer system have 

been installed in the nave that will soon allow for livestreaming worship services and other 

events 

Do you see something on this list that you would like to be involved in? Keep your eyes peeled for notices 

and sign-up links that appear in the Week by Week. The Week by Week is delivered via email every 

Wednesday afternoon. The latest issue can also be found on the church website under Events/News tab at 

the top of the page. 

If you have questions, please call (913-236-8600) or email the church office (kate@stmaa.com). 
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Looking back… 

Pictured at left is Bishop Cathleen’s visit to  

St. Michael’s on Sunday, February 23, 2020. 

OKTOBERFEST 2020 
IN DEFIANCE OF COVID 
AND THE COLD 

Ce l ebra t ing  S t .  M i cha e l ’ s  
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Halloween Fun!!  Pictured is our Youth 

Group pumpkin carving on Sunday, 

October 25th led by our new Director of 

Youth and Family Ministry, Ryan Bloyd-

Wisemen.  Thank you to all who attended! 
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Upcoming Events 

 

Book of Amos Bible Study or Books of Ezra and Nehemiah Bible Study 

Wednesday Nov. 11, 18, Dec. 2, 9, 16 from 7-8 p.m. on Zoom 

2 options to chose from.  Sign up in the Week By Week or by clicking this link:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f4fa9ae23a5f94-book 

 

Thanksgiving Day Worship Service 

Thursday, November 26 at 10:00 a.m. on the STMAA You Tube channel 

 

Drive Thru Advent Festival 

Saturday, December 6, time TDB 

All are welcome!  Join us for Advent activities, ice cream treats and more! 

 

 

 

Save the Date 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 

December 23 & 24, service times TBD 

 

Burning of the Greens Epiphany Services 

Wednesday, January 6th, details TBD 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f4fa9ae23a5f94-book

