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Flu Fighters Toolkit
Flu season is here. #FightFluMS is a campaign to encourage healthcare providers and organizations in Mississippi to raise awareness on the importance of influenza immunization rates in our communities. The goal is to increase rates of influenza vaccinations across Mississippi for the 2020-2021 flu season. 
Campaign partners include the Mississippi Hospital Association, the Mississippi State Medical Association, the Mississippi Nurses Association, the Mississippi Academy of Family Physicians, the Mississippi Chapter-American Academy of Pediatrics, the Mississippi State Department of Health, and the Institutions of Higher Learning. Health care professionals are encouraged to use these resources to promote flu vaccination among their patients and in their communities.
Campaign Stages
· No Flu by Boo! (until Halloween) - We encourage hospitals and clinicians to offer drive-through clinics. Kids can come in costume and get Halloween goodie bags.
· Leading up to National Influenza Vaccination Week (Dec. 6-12)
· Through the New Year: It’s Not Too Late
Social Media Messages
· Flu Vaccine is now available! Make your appointment at [your facility] to #FightFluMS.
· Less than half of Mississippians received a flu shot last year. Because of COVID, it’s especially important this flu season for Mississippians six months and older to get your flu shot and #FightFluMS!
· You have the power to protect! #FightFluMS
· No Flu by Boo! Flu Fighters are always first on the scene. Get your flu shot by Halloween! #FightFluMS
· We don’t have a vaccine for COVID-19 yet. We do have one for flu. Get your flu shot! #FightFluMS
· Doctors, nurses, and hospital staff are working around the clock to ensure care for every patient affected by COVID-19. Help relieve the pressure on our local hospitals during this difficult year by staying safe and healthy. Get your flu shot! #FightFluMS
· The 2018-2019 flu season saw over half a million hospitalizations. Get your flu shot! #FightFluMS
· Find a flu shot near you and #FightFluMS https://www.cdc.gov/flu/freeresources/flu-finder-widget.html (Add this widget to your website too!)
· If you don’t have health insurance — or your plan’s out-of-pocket costs for vaccines aren’t affordable — you can still get vaccinated. https://www.vaccines.gov/get-vaccinated/pay #FightFluMS
· Share your Flu Fighter Story: Write 1-3 sentences answering these questions along with an image of your flu fighter or share a video on social media. Include the hashtags #WhyIFightFlu and #FightFlu in your posts. How has flu impacted you personally? Why do you fight flu? How do you fight flu? What would you say to those who are hesitant about getting a flu vaccine? What do you want others to learn from your experience with flu?
Graphics  
· Graphics for social media messages are available here. You are welcome to add your logo and change or use in any way you wish!
Videos
· How does flu make you sick?
Messages Particular to Providers Getting a Flu Shot:
· CDC Reccommedations for Providers
· Influenza Resources for Health Care Workers
Mississippi Resources:
· Mississippi Vaccines for Children Program
Other Resources:
· CDC Digital Media Toolkit
· CDC Health Care Professional Fight Flu Toolkit
· Benefits of Flu Vaccination
· National Influenza Vaccination Week (Dec. 6-12) Toolkit
· #FamilyDocsFightFlu
· CDC Webinar: How I Recommend the Flu Vaccine
· Keep Flu Out of School Toolkit
· Flu Vaccine Finder
· Similarities & Differences Between COVID-19 and the Flu
· “Take 3” to Fight Flu
· Key Facts about Seasonal Flu Vaccine
· UofL Health has shared videos and slides from their influenza program webinar series. This is a "how to" series for entities who are considering a drive-thru influenza vaccination program. It covers all aspects of preparation, implementation and documentation.
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