
This Week in Holocaust History June 21 - 27 
1933 

June 25, 1933 
Seven thousand German members of the Jehovah's Witnesses convened 
at the Wilmersdorfer Tennishallen in Berlin to resist the persecution of 
Jehovah's Witnesses in Nazi Germany. From the convention emerged the 
"Declaration of Facts", which declared that the Witnesses had no intention 
to get into politics, and that their sole purpose was to preach about the 
Kingdom of God. Two days later, the Gestapo began arresting anyone who 
distributed the Declaration and closed the Witnesses' office in Magdeburg. 

June 26, 1933 
General Theodor Eicke, was promoted to Obergruppenführer in the Nazi 
SS, and began his work as the Commandant of the Dachau concentration 
camp. A master of organization, Eicke would then go on to expand the 
network of death camps. He would be killed in 1943 while commanding 
troops in the Third Battle of Kharkov against the Soviet Union. 
 

                           1937 

June 27, 1937 
Martin Niemöller gave what would be his last sermon in 
Nazi Germany, stating, "No more are we ready to keep 
silent at man's behest when God commands us to speak. 
For it is, and must remain, the case that we must obey 
God rather than man.”  

                           1939 

June 21, 1939 
Reichsprotektor of Bohemia and Moravia, Konstantin von Neurath, decreed 
that Jews could no longer make new acquisitions of real estate, stocks or 
bonds, and could not enter new business contracts. Jews were also 
forbidden from buying, selling or pawning valuables such as gold or silver 
and were ordered to report such valuables to the bank. 



 
1941 

June 21, 1941 
A law in Vichy France limited Jews to only 3 percent of university students. 

June 22, 1941  
German forces launched Operation Barbarossa, the Axis invasion of the 
Soviet Union. At 3:25 a.m. Georgy Zhukov woke up Joseph Stalin by phone 
to inform him of the invasion, but Stalin had already made preparations to 
resist 

June 25, 1941  

The five-day massacre of 
Lithuanian Jews known as the 
Kaunas pogrom began. The 
most infamous incident occurred 
at a garage, where several 
dozen Jewish men were publicly 
tortured and executed on June 
27 in front of a crowd of 
cheering Lithuanian men, 
women and children. 

1943 

June 21, 1943 
Heinrich Himmler issued the order to transfer the remaining Jews from the 
Nazi-occupied Baltic states to small slave-labor camps in order to meet 
Germany's military needs. The Reichskommissariat Ostland consisted of 
Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, and Belarus. 

June 25, 1943 
The eradication of Jews in the Soviet Ukrainian city of Stanislav (now 
Ivano-Frankivsk) was completed, with less than 100 surviving out of several 
thousand.


