
This Week in Holocaust History - 12th July to 18th July


1933 
July 12, 1933 
The Vienna newspaper Oesterreichische Abendblatt published a three-
page story falsely claiming that Adolf Hitler was "directly descended on his 
mother's side" from a Jewish family in Czechoslovakia, and that there were 
at least ten Jews named Hitler in the city of Polná. Alexander Basch, the 
recently deceased city registrar, had identified a sister of Hitler's 
grandmother as having been a Jew who moved from Polna to Vienna when 
both places were part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

July 14, 1933  
The Law for the Prevention of Hereditarily Diseased Offspring (Gesetz zur 
Verhütung erbkranken Nachwuchses) was decreed in Nazi Germany, 
initially providing for the compulsory sterilization of persons with mental 
retardation ("hereditary feeblemindedness"), bipolar disorder, 
schizophrenia, epilepsy, and persons born with handicaps.  

Between 1939 and 1945, at least 5,000 mentally or physically disabled 
children were committed to "special pediatric wards", where they were 
euthanized, usually by a lethal overdose of medicine.  
The official numbers did not include handicapped Jews, Sinti and Roma 
and other non-Aryan people, who did not fall under the jurisdiction of the 
"health courts", and who were put to death in concentration camps. 

1935 
July 15, 1935 
Nazis attacked Jews along the Kurfürstendamm in Berlin. 

1937 
July 15,  1937 
Buchenwald concentration camp opened. 

July 15, 1937  
The refugee conference in Évian-les-Bains ended with little accomplished. 
No country was willing to accept any Jews except for the Dominican 
Republic which offered to take up to 100,000 immigrants. In the event, only 
some 700 went there. 
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1940 

July 17, 1940 
Vichy France passed a law forbidding employment to those not born of 
French parents. 

1941 

July 16, 1941 
A law in Vichy France limited Jews to only two percent of lawyers admitted 
to the bar. 

1942 
July 13, 1942  
5,000 Jews from the Rovno ghetto in the Ukraine were shot in a forest near 
the city. 

July 16, 1942 
The two-day Vel' d'Hiv Roundup began when French police under the 
direction of the Nazis conducted a raid and mass arrest of Jews in Paris. 
The arrestees were detained at the Vélodrome d'Hiver (Winter Cycling 
Track), an indoor sporting arena in Paris's fifteenth arrondissement. 

1943 
July 13, 1943 
Munich student Alexander Schmorell, 25, and university Professor Karl 
Huber, 49, were both executed by guillotine at Munich's Stadelheim Prison 
after being convicted for distributing anti-Nazi literature for the secret 
organization White Rose. 

July 16, 1943 
Nazi officials in German-occupied France ordered a roundup of the 13,000 
Jews living in Paris, including 4,000 children, to be arrested and deported 
to the detention center at Drancy, from whence they were transported to 
the Auschwitz extermination camp. 
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