
 
 

This week in Holocaust History - April 12th to 18th  
 
1933                                                              
April 12th 
Nazi Germany announced a census of all Germans. Reich Statistical Office Director Frie-
drich Bürgdorfer, who was also the director of the Nazi Party's "Race Political Office" set 
out to use the census to identify every Jew and non-Aryan in the nation. IBM and its 
German subsidiary, Dehomag contracted with the government to supply IBM computers 
and Hollerith machines and to train employees to use them in tabulating the data. 
 
 
1939    
April 12th
Slovak Propaganda Minister Alexander Mach declared that Slovakia would pass antise-
mitic measures similar to Germany's Nuremberg Laws and on April 18, Slovakia approved 
its first antisemitic legislation, a 4% quota of the numbers of Jews allowed to practice law; 
Jews were also forbidden to write for Christian publications. 
 
1943       
April 17th 
At a meeting in Salzburg with German Führer Adolf Hitler and Foreign Minister Joachim 
von Ribbentrop, Admiral Miklós Horthy, the Regent and Head of State for the Kingdom of 
Hungary, refused a personal request by Germany to deliver 800,000 Hungarian Jews to 
the Nazis, despite the alliance between the two as Axis powers. 
 
1945    

April 12th 
 
US Third Army Headquarters sent elements of the 80th In-
fantry Division to take control of Buchenwald concentra-
tion camp. Among the journalists was Edward Murrow.  “I 
asked to see one of the barracks. It happened to be occu-
pied by Czechoslovaks. When I entered, men crowded 
around, tried to lift me to their shoulders. They were too 
weak. Many of them could not get out of bed. I was told 
that this building had once stabled 80 horses. There were 
1,200 men in it, five to a bunk. The stink was beyond all 
description.” 
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General Eisenhower visited Ohrdruf concentration camp 
with Generals Patton and Bradley. Following his visit, Ei-
senhower cabled General George C. Marshall, the head 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in Washington, about  his trip:… 
“the most interesting—although horrible—sight that I en-
countered during the trip was a visit to a German intern-
ment camp near Gotha. The things I saw beggar descrip-
tion. While I was touring the camp I encountered three 
men who had been inmates and by one ruse or another 
had made their escape.  I interviewed them through an 

interpreter. The visual evidence and the verbal testimony of starvation, cruelty and besti-
ality were so overpowering as to leave me a bit sick. In one room, where they were piled 
up twenty or thirty naked men, killed by starvation, George Patton would not even enter. 
He said that he would get sick if he did so. I made the visit deliberately, in order to be in 
a position to give first-hand evidence of these things if ever, in the  
future, there develops a tendency to charge these allegations merely to propaganda.” 
 
April 13th 
German SS and Luftwaffe troops carried out a massacre in the northern German town 
of Gardelegen. 1,016 forced laborers, mainly Poles, evacuated from the Mittelbau-
Dora and Hannover-Stöcken concentration camp were forced into a large barn which was 
then set on fire. 
 
April 15th 
The British Army 11th Armoured Division liberated Bergen-Belsen  
concentration camp pursuant to an April 12 agreement with the re-
treating Germans to surrender the camp peacefully. There they 
found 60,000 ill and emaciated prisoners and more than 13,000 
corpses strewn about the camp. 
 
April 17th 
The  first  death  march  left  the  Flossenbürg concentration camp, 
heading for Dachau.  
Gradually over 10,000 starving and weakened prisoners were driven out, walking through 
the Bavarian countryside in several columns. After the war ended, some five thousand 
dead bodies were discovered alongside the route. 
 
April 18th 
SS   guards   began   loading   concentration   camp  
prisoners from the Neuengamme camp system 
aboard the immobilized ocean liner Cap Arcona in 
the Bay of Lübeck in the southwestern Baltic Sea. In 
May 1945, when heavily laden with prisoners, Royal 
Air Force fighter-bombers sank her, killing about 
5,000 people. 
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