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We – the signatory organizations and individuals below – join together to express our solidarity with the 
World Health Organization [WHO/OMS] during this extraordinary time. 
 

This is a time when the global community faces three parallel Public Health Emergencies of International 
Concern [COVID-19, Ebola, poliovirus] amid a full spectrum of continuing health challenges.  It is a time 
of wavering global public trust and confidence in our multilateral institutions including health-oriented 
agencies.   
 

It is a time of member state bullying and troubling accusations about the fundamental integrity of WHO.  
It is a time of threats of punitive action in withholding member state financial support which may 
compromise WHO’s ability to perform against its mandate and global need. And while the behaviour of 
the United States in these regards has been the most explicit — and certainly the most theatric—it is 
certainly not alone. 
 

Equally, it is a time when WHO does face continuing challenges in its governance, its programmatic 
focus, its operational efficiencies, and in other areas of performance. We recognize that key policy 
instruments including the IHR [International Health Regulations] need important strengthening, fresh 
commitment, and mechanisms of enforcement to be fully effective. Clearly, there is much work ahead. 
 

But we hold that if, in 1948, WHO had not been formed, we would, indeed, need to form such an 
organization today…and that it would be well-informed by the opening principles adopted over 70 years 
ago in WHO’s founding constitution:  
:: Health is a state of complete physical, mental, and social well-being and not merely the absence of 
disease and infirmity. 
:: The enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the fundamental rights of every 
human being without distinction of race, religion, political belief, economic or social condition. 
:: The health of all people is fundamental to the attainment of peace and security and is dependent on 
the fullest cooperation of individual and states… 
 

Clearly, our solidarity is not just with WHO as an organization – it is directly with the 7,000+ WHO staff 
working in 150+ countries, and the thousands more volunteer scientists, researchers, public health 
experts and many others in the policy, ethics and legal fields that inform and enable WHO’s critical 
health work. 
 

Finally, our solidarity leads us to challenge member states to remain steadfast in their support of and 
engagement with WHO; to challenge the global community of multilateral institutions, NGOs and civil 
society organizations to strengthen their collaboration with WHO, and to challenge ourselves and our 
institutions to translate our solidarity into direct action – accelerating our contributions of expertise and 
energies to forward WHO’s mission and global health overall. 
 
 
   #  #  #  # 
 

This Statement is currently in translation to all WHO official languages and  
will be posted shortly at http://www.ge2p2.org/ 

 

http://www.ge2p2.org/


SIGNATORIES  [list in early formation] 
If you would like to add your name as a signatory, please use this link. If you would like to add your 
institution’s name, or have any other questions, please contact david.r.curry@ge2p2global.org 
 
Individuals [at 6 June 2020] 
 

David R Curry, MS    
   President, Board Member and Senior Fellow, GE2P2 Global Foundation  
 
Arthur L. Caplan, PhD 
   Head, Division of Medical Ethics, NYU School of Medicine 
   Senior Fellow and Board Member, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Cynthia Cox-Roman 
   Senior Fellow and Board Member, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Robert I. Field, PhD, MPH, JD 
   Professor of Law and Professor of Health Management and Policy 
   Thomas R. Kline School of Law and Dornsife School of Public Health  
      Drexel University  
   Senior Fellow and Board Member, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Jestina Doe-Anderson, PhD 
   Senior Fellow and Board Member, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Kristen A. Feemster, MD MPH MSHP 
   Senior Fellow and Board Member, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Donal O’Mathuna, PhD 
   Senior Fellow and Board Member, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Joseph G. Trainor, CPA    
   Senior Fellow and Board Member, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Ross Upshur BA (Hons.), MA, MD, MSc, CCFP, FRCPC 
   Senior Fellow and Board Member, GE2P2 Global Foundation  
 
Jean-Marie Okwo-Bele, M.D., M.P.H. 
   Independent Public Health Consultant 
   Senior Fellow, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Walter A Orenstein MD 
   Associate Director, Emory Vaccine Center 
      Emory University, USA 
   Senior Fellow, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Prof Doris Schopper 
   Emeritus, Medical Faculty, University of Geneva 
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   Board member, ICRC Assembly 
   Senior Fellow , GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Pat Furlong 
   Founding President & CEO 
       Parent Project Muscular Dystrophy, USA 
   Senior Fellow.  GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Mark P. Capaldi, PhD 
   Lecturer, Institute of Human Rights and Peace Studies,  
      Mahidol University, Thailand 
   Fellow , GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Heather Draper 
   Chair of Bioethics, University of Warwick 
   Fellow , GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Dianne J. Forte, PhD 
   Fellow, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Christine Gispen-de Wied, MD(np), PhD 
   Independent Regulatory Advisor 
   Fellow , GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Richard Klein  
   Fellow,  GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Michael Yudell, PhD, MPH 
   Professor and Chair, Department of Community Health and Prevention,  
      Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel University 
   Fellow, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Alison Bateman-House, PhD, MPH, MA 
   Assistant Professor 
   Division of Medical Ethics, Department of Population Health 
      Grossman School of Medicine, NYU Langone Health 
   Associate Fellow, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Paige Fitzsimmons, MA 
   Associate Director, Center for Informed Consent Integrity 
   Associate Fellow & Programs Manager 
     GE2P2 Global Foundation  
 
Andrew McFadyen 
   Executive Director, The Isaac Foundation, Canada 
   Associate Fellow, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Joanna Smolenski, MPhil, MA 



   PhD Candidate, The CUNY Graduate Center 
   Bioethics in Biopharma Fellow, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Hannah Dashefsky, RN 
   Research Associate, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
 
Judy Maira 
   Finance Manager, GE2P2 Global Foundation 
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   Philadelphia, USA 
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We – the signatory organizations and individuals below – join together to express our solidarity with the 
World Health Organization [WHO/OMS] during this extraordinary time. 
 

This is a time when the global community faces three parallel Public Health Emergencies of International 
Concern [COVID-19, Ebola, poliovirus] amid a full spectrum of continuing health challenges…a time of 
wavering global public trust and confidence in our multilateral institutions including health-oriented  
agencies…a time of troubling accusations by some member states about the fundamental integrity of 
WHO… a time of threats of punitive actions in withholding financial support which may compromise 
WHO’s ability to perform against its mandate and global need. 
 
Equally, this is a time when WHO does face continuing challenges in its governance, its programmatic 
focus, its operational efficiencies, and in other areas of performance. We recognize that key policy 
instruments including the IHR [International Health Regulations] need important strengthening, fresh 
commitment, and mechanisms of enforcement to be fully effective. Clearly, there is much work ahead. 
 
But we hold that if, in 1948, WHO had not been formed, we would, indeed, need to form such an 
organization today…and that it would be well-informed by the opening principles adopted over 70 years 
ago in WHO’s founding constitution:  
:: Health is a state of complete physical, mental, and social well-being and not merely the absence of 
disease and infirmity. 
:: The enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the fundamental rights of every 
human being without distinction of race, religion, political belief, economic or social condition. 
:: The health of all people is fundamental to the attainment of peace and security and is dependent on 
the fullest cooperation of individual and states…. 
 
As important, our solidarity is not just with WHO as an organization – it is directly with the 7,000+ WHO 
staff working in 150+ countries, and the thousands more volunteer scientists, researchers, public health 
experts and many others in the policy, ethics and legal fields that inform and enable WHO’s critical 
health work. 
 
Finally, our solidarity leads us to challenge member states to remain steadfast in their support of and 
engagement with WHO; to challenge the global community of multilateral institutions, NGOs and civil 
society organizations to strengthen their collaboration with WHO; and to challenge ourselves and our 
institutions to translate our solidarity into direct action – accelerating our contributions of expertise and 
energies to forward WHO’s mission and global health overall. 
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David R Curry, MS   President, GE2P2 Global Foundation  
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