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Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 6, 2020 
Streams of Grace 

 
 Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Winchester, Virginia 
 
 

GATHERING 
       The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

WELCOME  
OPENING VOLUNTARY  Our Father, Who Art in Heaven           J. S. Bach  
 
GATHERING HYMN   Built On A Rock  ELW # 652 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together. 
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, 
we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all 
that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

 
FIRST READING EZEKIEL 33:7-11  
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s 
warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning 
with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 
 

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from 
my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you 
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked 
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked 
to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their 
iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
  10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and 
our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to 
them, As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you 
die, O house of Israel? 
 
Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING ROMANS 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. 
Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future 
God has in store for us. 
 

8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall 
not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 
  11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, 
the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let 
us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
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licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 119:33-40 
 33Teach me, O Lord, the way | of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it | to the end. 
 34Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
 35Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 
  for that is | my desire. 
 36Incline my heart to | your decrees 
  and not to | unjust gain.  
 37Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 
  give me life | in your way. 
 38Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 
  which is for | those who fear you. 
 39Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 
  because your judg- | ments are good. 
 40Behold, I long for | your commandments; 
  by your righteousness en- | liven me.  
 
 
GOSPEL    MATTHEW 18:15-20 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—
should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point 
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained 
that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every 
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to 
listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let 
such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be 
done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 
there among them.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
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SERMON  The Rev. Jonathan M. Boynton 
       
HYMN OF THE DAY God, When Human Bonds Are Broken ELW # 603 

 
 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 
Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the 
cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide 
the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Protect your creation and teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our care. 
Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution, especially places 
and people affected by Hurricane Laura and the wildfires in California and Arizona. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and 
cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil 
servants, judges, police and all who have authority over others, toward laws and decisions that 
protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those 
yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all 
who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit Karen, John, Russ, Fred, Lee, Wendy, Mary, Donna, 
Diane, Polly, Jane, Barbara, Bill, Brian, David, Shawn, Theresa, Diana, Mike, William, Bobby, 
Tyra, Barbara, Linda, Holly, Ray, Tom, Paul, Janet, Larry, Doug, Clara, Rhonda, Thomas, Sheila, 
Kay, Katie, Charlie, Kristen, Rich, Annette, Dawn, Scott, Barry and family, Nathan, all who have 
been affected by COVID-19, and those we name now. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who provide care for the sick and those who are vulnerable, medical personnel, 
first responders, scientists and medical researchers, especially those who serve in areas of the 
United States and other countries where COVID-19 is most dangerous. Protect them as they 
serve. Give them courage and strength when they are weary. We pray for Dick, Scott, Lisa, Sheila, 
Rick, Julie, Dixie, Courtney, Nikki, Patty, Chris, Xavier, Cheryl, Cee Ann, Eileen, Joe, Patrick, Linda, 
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Sheila, Joe, Christie, Maurade, Vicki, Cathy, Steve, Christopher, Christa, Becky, Gail, Deanna, , Bill, 
Shanthi, Stephen, Anna, Ron, Alexis, Jim, and Keith. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer 
 
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure 
fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the safety of all who serve in the military at home and abroad, especially Seth, Ben, 
Brian, Brett, Chip, Stuart, Andrew, Corey, Elizabeth, Ellen, Mitra, Tyler, Kristjan, Brandon, Ted, 
Christine, Alex, Danny, Ron, Cassie, Scott, Ben, and Pastor Nate.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
We pray for safety and meaningful teaching and learning for all educators, students and parents 
in a stressful school year. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, equip us 
with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. We pray for all who are 
grieving the death of loved ones, especially today the family and friends of Fran Shull, the family 
and friends of Muriel Fears, the family and friends of Howard Ritchey and the family and friends 
of Orah Mae Millar. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
     and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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Offering and Offertory    O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee               Maglione 
Grace Lutheran Virtual Choir 

 
 
The inclusion of the offering during digital worship is a reminder of the faithful 
and generous gifts given on-line or by U.S. Mail. To make a gift electronically you 
may scan the QR code. Checks may be made payable to the church and mailed to: 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, 26 W. Boscawen Street, Winchester, VA 
22601.  
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray.  
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into 
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.  
 
For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. 
For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.  
For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw 
near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 
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CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING 

 



 11 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
  
DISMISSAL 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which 
is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Thanks 
be to God. Alleluia! 
 
SENDING HYMN  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee      ELW # 836 

 
 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY                     Allegro Maestoso from Sonata II                    Felix Mendelssohn  
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PRESIDER  Martha Miller SIms, Pastor 
PREACHER  Jonathan M. Boynton, Pastor  
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC / ORGANIST  W. Dudley Oakes, DMA 
VIRTUAL CHOIR CO-DIRECTOR – AUDIO/VIDEO EDITOR Elizabeth Holmes 
VIRTUAL CHOIR CO-DIRECTOR – CONDUCTOR  Marilyn Shenenberger 
LECTOR  Gene Fisher    
INTERCESSORY PRAYER LEADER  Christopher Hardy 
HYMN LEADERS  Christine Crumpler, Scott Crumpler 
DIGITAL TECHNICIANS  Pastor George L. Sims
    Pastor Jonathan M. Boynton        
 
 

Next Sunday, September 13, 2020, is the Fifteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost. The readings are: Genesis 50:15-21, Psalm 103:[1-7] 8—13, 
Romans 14:1-12, and Matthew 18:21-35. 
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