Churches have been home to bats for

hundreds of years. All UK bat We try to keep our church as

populations are protected by law because clean and tidy S possible,
of the severe declines they suffered

However, you may still see

during the last century. Many churches
provide reliable roosts giving much evidence of bats from last

needed security and opportunities for ni ght’ s bat party.
feeding close to home in churchyards.

WHERE ARE THEY?

Taking care of a church with

bats:
North Crypts‘ can he: used .
as a hibernation roost Bats create a mess every mght.
Most churches are * ) .
1~ ‘Cruciform shape’ on an North Therefore, without extensive
east west alignment Transept

daily cleaning, we leave the bats

North Aisle to be themselves.

Behind the

""""""""""""""""" Reredos: good Follow the link below to see how
place to look
for bat we clean a church from the mess
droppings as
it is difficult bats leave.
.............................. to clean
'-‘355' ""‘El‘{ to TrS;;?'II;teZt Chancel Arch - also in roof voids,
see ‘Bats in the cracks & behind beams
belfry’, it's
usually a bit -y
too cold! South/south east areas are
favoured maternity roost sites Outside the church; under lead
flashing, tiles & ridge tiles,
* eves and soffits

Taken from: Bats in Churches-Practical advice to help your
church and bats Produced by Bat Conservation Trust

W

C aH the B 9t Helphne Bats are not blind but their eyesight is aided by

their sophisticated echolocation system which

enables them to catch insects and find their way
0345 1300 228 e o

Bat droppings consist mainly of insect remains

Churches in England are eligible for free bat advice and are usually very dry and crumbly. They
provided by Natural England, including when:

e Bats are causing a nuisance inside the church

present no significant health hazard in the UK.

e Renovation or small-scale building work is planned Bats may live up to thirty years and return

¢ Grounded bats are found faithfully to the same roosting site every year.

THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND

Diocese of Norwich




