Holy Baptism


¶	Preparation

At the entry of the ministers a hymn or song may be sung. 

Hymn / song


















The Greeting

The president says 

	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 	fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all
All	and also with you.

Words of welcome or introduction may be said.
Introduction

The president may use these or other words

        God raised Jesus Christ from the dead
        and sent the Holy Spirit to recall the whole world to himself.
        In baptism, we die to sin and rise to newness of life in Christ.
        Here we find rebirth in the Spirit,
        and set our minds on his heavenly gifts.
        As children of God, we are continually created anew,
        as we walk the path of faith,
        and feed on the forgiveness of his healing grace.
        Today we bring XXXX to baptism and welcome them into the family   
        of Christ and renew our own commitment to the faith of Christ      
        crucified and risen.

The Gloria in excelsis may be used.

The Collect

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’ or a more specific bidding.

Either the Collect of the Day, or this Collect is said

Heavenly Father, by the power of your Holy Spirit you give to your faithful people new life in the water of baptism. Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit, that we who are born again may serve you in faith and love, and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit now and for ever. 
All	Amen.



¶	The Liturgy of the Word

READINGS

The readings of the day are normally used on Sundays and Principal Festivals. 

Either one or two readings from Scripture may precede the Gospel reading.

At the end of each the reader may say

			This is the word of the Lord.
All		Thanks be to God.

A hymn or song may be sung between the readings.

Hymn / song







An acclamation may herald the gospel reading. When the gospel is announced the reader says

		Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.
All		Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end

		This is the gospel of the Lord.
All		Praise to you, O Christ.

Testimony by the candidate(s) may follow.
Stand
THE LITURGY OF INITIATION

The organist plays as the ministers move to the Font.  XX and YY are presented to the congregation.

PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATES

The congregation stands and the president says.

	Faith is the gift of God to his people.
	In baptism the Lord is adding to our number 
	those whom he is calling.
	People of God, will you welcome these children
	and uphold them in their new life in Christ?
All		With the help of God, we will.



At the baptism of children the president addresses the parents and godparents

	Parents and godparents, the Church receives these children
	with joy. Today we are trusting God for their growth in faith. 
Will you pray for them, draw them by your example into the community of faith and walk with them in the way of Christ?
They reply	With the help of God, we will. 

	In baptism these children begin their journey in faith. 
	You speak for them today. 
	Will you care for them, and help them to take their place 	
	within the life and worship of Christ’s Church?
They reply	With the help of God, we will.



THE DECISION

These questions are addressed to parents, godparents and the congregation. All respond to each question

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.
	To follow Christ means dying to sin 
and rising to new life with him.
	Therefore I ask:

	Do you turn away from sin?
All		I turn away from sin.

		Do you reject evil?
All		I reject evil.

		Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
All		I turn to Christ as Saviour.

		Do you trust in him as Lord?
All		I trust in him as Lord.


SIGNING WITH THE CROSS

The president makes the sign of the cross, saying

		Christ claims you for his own.
		Receive the sign of his cross.

When XX and YY have been signed, the president says to them

		Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.
All		Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ
		against sin, the world and the devil,
		and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life.
The president says

		May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness,
		restore in you the image of his glory,
		and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ.  
All		Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE WATER

The president stands before the water of baptism and says
 
		Praise God who made heaven and earth,
All		who keeps his promise for ever.
	
		Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All		It is right to give thanks and praise.

	Father, we give you thanks and praise
for your gift of water in creation;
for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters,
bringing light and life;
for your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
baptized in the river Jordan.
		Lord of life,
All		renew your creation.

		We bless you for your new creation,
brought to birth by water and the Spirit,
and for your grace bestowed upon us your children,
washing away our sins.
		Lord of life,
All		renew your creation.

	


		May your holy and life-giving Spirit
move upon these waters.
restore through them the beauty of creation,
and bring those who are baptized
to new birth in the family of your Church.
		Lord of life,
All		renew your creation.

Drown sin in the waters of judgement,
anoint your children with power from on high,
and make them one with Christ,
in the freedom of your kingdom.
For all might, majesty, dominion and power are yours
now and for ever.
All		Amen.


PROFESSION OF FAITH

The president addresses the congregation

	Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess together 
	the faith of the Church.

	Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
All		I believe in God, the Father almighty,
		creator of heaven and earth.

		Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?
All		I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
	who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
	born of the Virgin Mary,
	suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	was crucified, died, and was buried;
	he descended to the dead.
	
	On the third day he rose again;
	he ascended into heaven,
	he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
	and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

		Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
All		I believe in the Holy Spirit,
		the holy catholic Church,
		the communion of saints,
		the forgiveness of sins,
		the resurrection of the body,
		and the life everlasting. Amen.

BAPTISM

If the candidate(s) can answer for themselves, the president may say to each one

		N, is this your faith?

Each candidate answers in their own words, or

This is my faith.

The president dips each candidate in water, or pours water on them, saying

			N, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
			and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All		Amen.

If the newly baptized is / are clothed with a white robe, a hymn or song may be used, and then a minister may say

			You have been clothed with Christ. 
			As many as are baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
If those who have been baptized were not signed with the cross immediately after the Decision, the president signs each one now.

The president says

May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, pour upon you the riches of his grace, that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory. 
All		Amen.

The president and those who have been baptized may return from the font.

COMMISSION

The President addresses the congregation

		Those who are baptized are called to worship and serve God.
		Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,	
		in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
All		With the help of God, I will.

		Will you persevere in resisting evil,	
		and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
		and return to the Lord?
All		With the help of God, I will.

	 	Will you proclaim by word and example	
		the good news of God in Christ?
All		With the help of God, I will.

		Will you seek and serve Christ in all people,	
		loving your neighbour as yourself?
All		With the help of God, I will.
Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society,
		by prayer for the world and its leaders, by defending the weak, 
		and by seeking peace and justice?
All		With the help of God, I will.

		Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, 
and sustain and renew the life of the earth? 
All		With the help of God, I will.

		May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith,	
		that you may be rooted and grounded in love
		and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.
All		Amen.

One or more of the following prayers may be used

Faithful and loving God, bless those who care for these children and grant them your gifts of love, wisdom and faith. Pour upon them your healing and reconciling love, and protect their home from all evil. Fill them with the light of your presence and establish them in the joy of your kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All		Amen.

God of grace and life, in your love you have given us a place among your people; keep us faithful to our baptism, and prepare us for that glorious day when the whole creation will be made perfect in your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
All		Amen.



These words may be added

N and N, today God has touched you with his love and given you a place among his people. God promises to be with you in joy and in sorrow, to be your guide in life, and to bring you safely to heaven. In baptism God invites you on a life-long journey. Together with all God’s people you must explore the way of Jesus and grow in friendship with God, in love for his people, and in serving others. With us you will listen to the word of God and receive the gifts of God.


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Either here or after the Welcome and Peace, intercessions may be led by the president or others. These or other suitable words may be used. The intercession may conclude with a Collect.

Let us pray to God the almighty, the King of creation.
God said, ‘Let there be light.’
Eternal God, we thank you for your light and your truth.
We praise you for your fatherly care
in creating a universe which proclaims your glory.
Inspire us to worship you, the creator of all,
and let your light shine upon our world.
God of life:
All		hear our prayer.



God said, ‘Let there be a firmament in the midst of the heavens.’
We thank you for the vastness of the universe
and the mysteries of space.
We pray for all scientists and astronomers
who extend the boundaries of our knowledge.
As we contemplate the wonder of the heavens,
confirm us in the truth that every human being is
known and loved by you.
God of life:
All		hear our prayer.

God said, ‘Let the waters be gathered together,
and let dry land appear.’
We thank you for the beauty of the earth,
for the diversity of land and sea,
for the resources of the earth.
Give us the will to cherish this planet
and to use its riches for the good and welfare of all.
God of life:
All		hear our prayer.

God said, ‘Let there be lights in the sky
to separate the day and the night.’
We thank you for the warmth of the sun,
the light of the moon, the glory of the stars.
We praise you for the formations of clouds,
the radiance of dawn and sunset.
Save us from wasting or abusing the energy
on which all life depends.
Open our eyes to behold your beauty,
and our lips to praise your name.
God of life:
All		hear our prayer.


God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth living creatures,
and let birds fly across the sky.’
We thank you for the teeming life of the seas,
and the flight of the birds.
Help us to protect the environment
so that all life may flourish.
God of life:
All		hear our prayer.

God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind.’
We rejoice in the variety of animal life.
Grant us grace to treat all animals with respect and care;
to protect endangered species,
to preserve the variety of habitats,
and to honour the delicate balance of nature.
God of life:
All		hear our prayer.

God said, ‘Let us create human beings in our own image.’
We pray for the human family.
We exult in its diversity and giftedness,
we repent of its sins, divisions and violence.
By the power of your Spirit, restore your image within us,
through Christ who came to remake us
by his death and resurrection.
God of life:
All		hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, you have filled the world with beauty:
open our eyes to behold your gracious hand in all your works;
that, rejoicing in your whole creation,
we may learn to serve you with gladness;
for the sake of him through whom all things were made,
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
All		Amen.
(or)

Let us ask the God of creation to send a blessing upon us.
Upon the rich earth send a blessing, O Lord.
Let the earth be fruitful
and its resources be hallowed.
We ask in faith:
All		we ask you to hear us, good Lord.

Upon human labour send a blessing, O Lord.
Prosper the work of our hands;
may all find dignity and just reward in their work;
free the exploited and oppressed.
We ask in faith:
All		we ask you to hear us, good Lord.

Upon the produce of the earth send a blessing, O Lord.
Guide us into a sustainable future,
and give us the will to share the fruits of the world.
We ask in faith:
All		we ask you to hear us, good Lord.

Upon the seas and waters send a blessing, O Lord.
Teach us to cherish the water of the earth,
and to conserve the seas, lakes and rivers.
We ask in faith:
All		we ask you to hear us, good Lord.

Upon aid agencies send a blessing, O Lord.
Where the earth is parched and the well has run dry;
where war brings want, and children go hungry;
where the poor cry out for bread and for justice,
give hands to care and heal, and compel us to be generous.
We ask in faith:
All		we ask you to hear us, good Lord.
We ask you to hear us, good Lord,
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
(or)
Let us pray to God our creator,
who has given us the earth’s goodness for our delight,
and entrusted it to our care and tenderness.
For all who live in captivity to debt,
whose lives are cramped by fear
from which there is no turning
except through abundant harvest;
Lord, we pray:
may those who sow in tears
All		reap with shouts of joy.

For all who depend on the earth for their daily food and fuel,
whose forests are destroyed for the profit of a few;
Lord, we pray:
may those who sow in tears
All		reap with shouts of joy.

For those who labour in poverty,
are oppressed by unjust laws,
are prevented from speaking the truth,
and long for a harvest of justice;
Lord, we pray:
may those who sow in tears
All		reap with shouts of joy.

For all who are captive to greed and waste and boredom,
whose harvest joy is choked
with things they do not need;
Lord, we pray:
may those who sow in tears
All		reap with shouts of joy.
Save us from all that holds us captive,
restore our vision,
that our mouth may be filled with laughter
and our tongue with songs of joy.
All		Amen.

(or)

God, creator of all, made known to us by Jesus, among us by your Spirit, we bring to you our concerns for the earth, its life and its people. 
We give thanks for those who are willing to take on the responsibilities of government among the nations. And we pray for them. 
Particularly, we pray for our leaders in our local and national community; 
may they always make their decisions with regard for the future of the earth and the needs and rights of those who are poor; 
give them the humility to work together and the wisdom to make the best decisions in the face of complex problems. 
God, in your mercy, 
All		Hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for the work of international bodies and non-government organisations working to combat climate change and bring peace and relief amidst violence and turmoil. 
Give them the insight, strength and determination they need as they work on behalf of some of the world’s most vulnerable communities. 
God, in your mercy, 
All		Hear our prayer. 



We give thanks for the numerous signs of your kingdom in the life, joys and struggles of the world, and we pray for all who suffer poverty, injustice or violence. 
Particularly, we pray for all those hurt by climate change; may they know your presence with them may they be aware of the compassion of others and may they receive the justice that is your will for them.
God, in your mercy, 
All		Hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for all that we enjoy in life, our communities and friendships, freedoms and laughter, and today we particularly give thanks for the gifts of harvest. 
Give us a continual sense of wonder amidst your creation; compassion to respond to the needs of others; courage to take what action we can for justice in your world; 
and wisdom to choose ways of living which are good for the climate; the needs of future generations; and the health of the earth.
God, in your mercy, 
All		Hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for the fellowship of the Church, for its worship and its teaching, for all who support us now in our discipleship of Christ and for all who have been an inspiration or companions in the past. 
By your Spirit give your Church humility to hear your word, courage to work for your justice, grace to share your peace with the earth, and the faith to live and proclaim the gospel.
God, in your mercy, 
All		Hear our prayer.  





The Welcome and Peace

			There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: 
			N and N, by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body.
All		We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; 
		we are children of the same heavenly Father; 
		we welcome you.

The congregation may greet the newly baptized.

THE PEACE
 
The President says

		‘God saw everything that he had made, 
and indeed, it was very good.’
		May love for God, the creation and one another 
abide in your hearts.

		The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
All		and also with you.  

		Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace.


Hymn / song




GIVING OF A LIGHTED CANDLE

A candle lit from the Paschal Candle is handed to the newly baptized or a Godparent

		God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness
		and has given us a place with the saints in light.

		You have received the light of Christ;
		walk in this light all the days of your life.
All		Shine as a light in the world
		to the glory of God the Father.
    
THE DISMISSAL

President	The Lord be with you
All		and also with you.

	May God
	who clothes the lilies of the field
	and feeds the birds of the air,
	who leads the lambs to pasture and the deer to water,
	who multiplied loaves and fishes and changed water into 		wine,
	lead us, feed us, and change us
	to reflect the glory of our Creator:
		and the blessing of God almighty,
	the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
	be upon you and remain with you always.  
All	Amen.
	

[bookmark: _GoBack]		Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation,
and bring forth the fruits of the Kingdom.
Go in the light and peace of Christ.  (Alleluia, alleluia!)
All		Thanks be to God.  (Alleluia, alleluia!)
