
Student led conferences:  SHARE Tips for Parents 

 

Student led conferences are a vehicle to build students’ self-representation, reflection, and communication 
skills. As an ally and table partner in these conferences, parents play an important role in helping students 
be successful.  Here are some tips for adults: 

S –Student led, Student focus 

•       Try to see past the usual sticking points (handwriting, spelling, organization, etc)  
•        Imagining the child as a ‘niece or nephew’ sometimes helps keeps those old habits at bay. 
•       Even if awkward, allow student to be the guide 

•       Use your interest to help with pacing:  
o          Gently slow down the ‘too speedy’ presenter, or speed up the slow presenter, without 

usurping the student’s role as leader.  

H – Honor the work 

•       If your student ‘hogs’ sightlines to his work, ask to for better sightlines. 
•       Thoughtful, specific questions are more valuable than general praise 

•       The details and the rough drafts matter – ask about them [e.g. “What steps came before this final 
product?  What was the most difficult part?  How’d you figure it out?] 

•       Ask academic questions if you’ve forgotten!  Look for details to find out more of what they know. 

A – be an Ally   

•       Your child is the hero of this journey, but YOU are their best ally 

•       You are helping them build  an essential skill for their adult life 

•      Approach the conference as a rare opportunity to sit and talk about learning with your child.  

R – Reflection  

•       Teachers have an important but short mentoring arc; parents/guardians have the long view… 

•       Use your knowledge to help your child reflect/connect work back to previous experiences… 

•       … and forward to possible uses in high school and beyond 

•       Use this time to foster the skill of self-representation 

•       Offer comments or ask questions that might help them think about their growth, past or 
future?  (“This reminds me of when you…” or “Does this chart of  

E – Engage with Enthusiasm 

•       Body language matters:  Lean forward toward the work.  
•        Let them see you turn your phone OFF.   
•        Be an active listener  
•       Your enthusiasm will be infectious!  Let them know you are looking forward to the conference. 

  


