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On April 21, the Lamar Democrat will publish the

SPRING CITYWIDE GARAGE SALE LISTING
which will be held Friday, April 23 & Saturday, April 24.

To include your sale, fill out the form below and mail to P.O. Box 12, Lamar, MO 64759. 
Sale ad information and payment may also be dropped off at our office at 100 E. 11th 

Street, emailed to info@lamardemocrat.com 
or call Melissa at 417-682-5529 ext 62 with any 

questions or to pay over the phone.

SALE AD DUE THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2021 • 4 PM
THIS INFO IS FOR OFFICE USE ONLY; IT WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED.

Form Submitted By:___________________________________________________    Phone And/Or Email: ___________________________________________

Name & Sale Address:  

1.) 2.) 3.) 4.) 5.)

6.) 7.) 8.) 9.) 10.)

11.) 12.) 13.) 14.) 15.)

16.) 17.) 18.) 19.) 20.)

21.) 22.) 23.) 24.) 25.)

26.) 27.) 28.) 29.) 30.)

ONLY $10
FOR 30 WORDS OR LESS

20¢ PER WORD BEYOND 30 WORDS

OR ONLY $20 FOR A 2X2 AD

Septic Tank Service
Bub Curless 

FARMS
417-682-2636

Septic Cleaning & Pit Pumping
Lift Station Waste Water Removal
Transfer-Storage-Vac Truck Work

Now accepting debit & credit cards.

PORTABLE TOILETS FOR RENT!

I BUY OLD COINS
In God We Trust LLC

Mindenmines, MO
620-423-6600

For Appointment

COVID-19
VACCINE

REGISTRATION
ASSISTANCE

AREA AGENCY on AGING
REGION X

in partnership with the 
Missouri Department of Health and

Senior Services

Seniors 65 years of age and older
Adults under 65 with disabilities 
Residents of Barton, Jasper, Newton
& McDonald counties

Who have no internet access or
Who are uncomfortable navigating
the online registration website.

Registration Assistance Available for:

&

The Area Agency on Aging will make
reminder calls for vaccination

appointments and will also arrange for
transportation to and from the

vaccination sites.

CALL
Area Agency on Aging

Region X

 417-781-7562

More information can be
found at

MOStopsCovid.com/seniors

Need
To 

Advertise?
Contact Melissa Little

417-682-5529 ext. 62

melissa@lamardemocrat.com

P.O. Box 12

100 East 11th Street

Lamar, Missouri 64759

Phone: 417-682-5529

Fax: 417-682-5595

info@lamardemocrat.com

www.lamardemocrat.com

Letter to editor
Dear Editor,
Being fairly “new” to Lamar, 

I was curious to find out more 
about Proposition 1 which will 
appear on the April 6 ballot. 
I began researching why it is 
needed to help with funding 
for Lamar Enterprises. Here 
are my findings.

Proposition 1 puts SB40 into 
play for Barton County. SB40, 
enacted in 1969, allows Mis-
souri counties to pass a prop-
erty tax levy designated to pro-
vide support services for locals 
with developmental disabili-
ties. An SB40 levy has never 
been on the ballot in Barton 
County. 

Lamar Enterprises (LE), 
originally named Lamar 
Sheltered Workshop, was es-
tablished in 1970 to create a 
developmentally appropriate 
work environment for dis-
abled individuals, ages 16 and 
older, helping them become 
productive citizens, develop 
more socially, offer respite to 
family and offer services to 
the community. Pre-Covid, 
some students have been able 
to take advantage of LE and 
work there during vo-tech 
time. LE also employs people 
that have physical handicaps 
that prevent them from being 
employed in a regular work 
setting. 

When LE was formed, La-
mar’s city and industrial lead-
ers made the decision not to 
involve an SB40 levy because 
the industries here provided 
enough work contracts to 
keep LE functioning. LE has 
operated, since its beginning, 
on money received through 
work contracts, donations, 
recycling, grants and a small 
amount received from DESE 
that reimburses a portion of 
hourly wages for the disabled. 

Forward to 2021. All those 
revenues are dwindling. The 
loss of industry in town has left 
LE with only one local work 
contract remaining. Work 
contracts were sought out-
side the area. Covid impacted 
those companies thus closing 
the contracts. Recycling had 
been a big part of their op-
erations but there is no longer 
much money to be made in 
today’s recycling market. Cuts 
have been made through the 
reduction of staff and services 
offered.

Another threat to LE is the 
possible new minimum wage 
requirement. LE currently 
operates under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act (FLSA). FLSA 
allows employment at a wage 
below minimum for certain 
individuals such as vo-tech 
students, and specific to this 
case, “individuals whose earn-
ing/productive ability is im-
paired by a mental or physi-
cal disability.” Wages at LE are 
formulated based upon wages 
paid by county industries 
along with the production ca-
pacity of LE’s employees. With 
talks of new minimum wage 
requirements, knocking out 
the FSLA provision being uti-
lized, LE would not be able to 

operate.
All these tolls have brought 

about the call for Proposition 
1. The amount of the levy was 
determined with operation 
costs in mind to keep LE op-
erating and the possible loss of 
various revenues. 

SB40’s language states the 
support from the levy can be 
used in the areas of residential, 
employment and related ser-
vices. Employment support at 
LE would be the only portion 
being accounted for at this 
time in Barton County.

The closure of Lamar Enter-
prises would lead to the ter-
mination of 34 (Pre-Covid) 
disabled and non-disabled em-
ployees combined who come 
from Lamar and surround-
ing towns to work there (that 
number is currently at 20-24 
daily due to Covid concerns), 
many of whom would other-
wise not be employable in a 
regular work setting, the loss of 
opportunity for students, the 
loss of family support for those 
employees, approximately 470 
tons of recyclable waste going 
to our landfill per year (2019) 
and another vacant commer-
cial building in the county.

I hope this information helps 
explain the reasoning behind 
Proposition 1 on the April 6 
ballot. 

Debra Garrett
Lamar

Dear Editor:
On today's social media and 

in our community, often we 
hear concerns about the court 
system letting people out of 
jail after they have commit-
ted an offense or not holding 
people accountable for their 
crimes. One of the issues is the 
resources available at the pros-
ecutor's office. As you know, in 
Barton County we have a part 
time prosecutor. The position 
is funded for 20 hours a week 
or 1,040 hours a year.

In 2020, the Lamar Police 
Department alone sent 93 
felony probable cause arrests 

to the prosecutor to review 
and file charges against. It is 
estimated that trial prepara-
tion takes about 40 hours per 
case, this includes reviewing 
the case law and statues, locat-
ing and preparing witnesses, 
examining the presented evi-
dence, among other things 
that must be complete, before 
the case can actually go to 
trial.

If the prosecutor took all 
93 cases to trial, he would 
need over 3,000 hours to just 
get ready for trials. This does 
not include search warrants 
and subpoenas which all go 
through the prosecutor's of-
fice. The prosecutor must also 
be available to answer legal 
questions that arise during an 
officer's investigation to help 
ensure law enforcement is 
correct and presenting lawful 
cases to the courts.

Under the current system, 
defense attorneys, and even 
the public defender's office, 
have far more resources than 
our prosecutor has available. 
In Barton County we have 
full-time law enforcement 
agencies, a full time judge, 
a full time court clerk, but a 
part time prosecutor. You can 
see where the Barton County 
Criminal Justice System is get-
ting bottlenecked, at no fault 
of anyone other than how the 
system is currently structured.

I believe having a full-time 
prosecutor will increase the 
efficiency of our system and 
allow the courts to hold more 
offenders accountable for 
their crimes.

Joe Moore
Lamar Police Chief

Dear Editor:
The law enforcement in our 

county is responsible for the 
safety and well being of you 
and your loved ones. This is 
something that cannot be tak-
en lightly and is not something 
that can be done part-time.

Everyone involved in the 
criminal justice system in our 

county has a full-time office 
except the prosecuting at-
torney. Each division has a 
unique role and the process of 
prosecuting criminals cannot 
be complete without everyone 
involved. The municipal po-
lice departments, the sheriff ’s 
office, the court clerks and our 
judge all hold full time posi-
tions. There are also multiple 
people working in each of 
those divisions to help cover if 
someone is unavailable.

The prosecuting attorney in 
our county is part-time with 
no one else available to help 
in the event they are unavail-
able. The prosecutor is the 
only person available to get 
us a search warrant to secure 
a crime scene or to hold a sus-
pect in jail while a crime is be-
ing investigated. In the event 
the prosecutor is unavailable, 
suspects cannot be held and 
are released back onto the 
streets. This poses a threat to 
our community and is some-
thing that needs to be taken 
seriously.

Since taking office in Janu-
ary, I have assessed and evalu-
ated the strengths and weak-
nesses within our department. 

One of our weaknesses is our 
lack of a full-time criminal in-
vestigator. I have identified a 
couple of deputies who qualify 
for that position. When we are 
in a position where we can have 

a full-time investigator they 
need to be able to contact the 
prosecutor at any time to get 
direction on an investigation.

John Simpson
Sheriff of Barton County

To the resident voters in
Central Township......

As has always been pointed out for clarity ahead of past 
elections, the special road levy that will be listed as Proposition 
l on the Central Township ballot in the upcoming April 6 election 
is NOT a new or additional levy. It is simply the same long-
standing, fixed rate levy on the books that has received voter 
re-approval every four years to provide the major portion of 
the yearly funds for purchasing road rock. The township board 
asks the Central residents to continue their approval yes-vote 
for this important levy on April 6. The board members greatly 
appreciate the on-going support from the township community, 
and we thank you for your recognition of what is required to 
achieve the best roads possible throughout the township......in 
spite of the weather!

Paid for by the Central Township

Prop, continued from page 1B
was put to a vote, with both 
Vernon County and Cedar 
County voting on the issue. 
He pointed out that Vernon 
and Cedar counties passed, 
while Barton County did not. 

Smalley, who has both the 
backing of Lamar Police Chief 
Joe Moore and Barton County 
Sheriff John Simpson, noted 
that while law enforcement 
does a great job in taking re-

ports and collecting evidence 
to facilitate the prosecution of 
a crime, unfortunately crime 
does not always happen in a 
timely manner and more time 
than is currently allotted is 
necessary to see the punish-
ment of the crime properly 
enforced.

Smalley notes that he can 
understand how someone 
outside of the criminal justice 

system may not see the need 
for a full time prosecutor, as 
the general public doesn’t al-
ways know exactly what the 
office does in coordination 
with law enforcement officers 
and the court system. He add-
ed, “It takes every level of law 
enforcement to successfully 
dispose of a case”, adding, “Ev-
ery element of the system has 
to work together for the ben-
efit of the county.”

Beginning January 1, 2021, 

and to date, the prosecuting 
attorney’s office had filed 72 
criminal cases and 123 traffic 
tickets, with a higher number 
expected this year, as com-
pared to prior years.

Smalley pointed out that as 
the prosecuting attorney, not 
only does he meet with the 
county commission at various 
times to discuss legal issues 
and give legal advice, he also 
currently has a private prac-
tice. If the position would be 

voted in as full time, the pros-
ecuting attorney would have 
to give up his private practice. 
This would not necessarily af-
fect Smalley, as the full time 
position would not go into 
effect until January 2023 and 
Smalley might not necessarily 
be voted in again. 

When asked why he believes 
in its importance, even though 
it might not affect him, he 
stated that he believed that the 
change from part time to full 

time would benefit the office 
and the county, and not nec-
essarily the person in office. 
He stated, “It doesn’t matter 
who sits in this chair, crime 
is still going to occur and will 
increase”. He added, “What 
matters is that the prosecutor 
has the ability to spend full 
time working closely with law 
enforcement and the commu-
nities in effectively battling the 
criminal issues that plague the 
community”.




