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Employee COVID-19 Vaccine FAQ

How many doses will T.H.E. receive over what period of time?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]LACDPH is working to finalize its guidelines for managing constrained vaccine supply within the county during the early phases of this vaccination effort. T.H.E. will be given at least a minimum of 200 doses, enough for our employees.

· Please keep in mind that there are still many COVID-19 vaccines being developed and as the FDA reviews and approves these vaccines, the more readily available COVID-19 vaccines will become.

Which employees are eligible to receive the vaccine?
· The CDC defines healthcare personnel as anyone who has direct or indirect contact with patients or potentially infectious materials. 

What information does T.H.E. need from staff at this time?
· To keep track of our vaccine numbers and to know how much to order, we need all staff members to please do one of the following:
 
 1)    If you already received COVID-19 Vaccine, either one or both doses, please send a copy to Human Resources at HR@tohelpeveryone.org or bring a copy to the office.
 
2)    If you are Declining to be vaccinated, please sign the “Request for Waiver of COVID Vaccination Form” and return it to Human Resources at HR@tohelpeveryone.org or bring it to the office.
 
3)    If you want the COVID-19 Vaccine and will wait until our clinic can provide it, please send an email to Betty, who will put you on the list to receive the vaccine once we have it available on-site.
 
4)  If you are interested in receiving the COVID-19 Vaccine at one of our partner clinics as soon as Saturday, January 23rd, please email Betty at bsalguero@tohelpeveryone.org as quickly as possible as spots are limited.

How safe is it to take the vaccine?
· Vaccines are regularly monitored for safety. The chances of an adverse reaction are rare.

Will the vaccine be available to employees’ family members?
· At this time, the vaccine is only recommended for health workers, and nursing home/long term care facility residents. Additional groups will be added throughout the next several months as vaccine supply increases nationally.
· If a family member does belong to one of these groups, the facility where they are an employee/volunteer or resident will be responsible for providing their vaccination.

How long after the first dose can I receive the second dose and be protected?
· Depending on which specific vaccine is used, the second dose will be administered after 21 days (Pfizer-BioNTech) or 28 days (Moderna). The first dose may offer about 50% protection, while the complete series offers up to 95% protection. It is important to receive both doses and continue masking/social distancing and to avoid mixing households even if you have received one or both doses.

Will I need to continue to follow masking, social distancing and other current protocols if I receive the vaccine? What if I choose not to receive the vaccine?
· Regardless of vaccination, everyone must continue with all current masking/PPE, social distancing and other safety protocols at this time. This may change when the vaccine is widely available to the public and community spread of the virus is minimized.

Will this vaccine need to be repeated like the annual flu shot?
· We do not yet know for how long the COVID-19 vaccines provide protection or if/when it will need to be repeated once the initial series is completed.

Will the clinic track who is vaccinated and who is not?
· Yes. We will keep a log form of those who are vaccinated for our records.

What is the dosing schedule for the two available vaccine series? Is it ok to extend the dosing interval?
· The Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines are both given as a two-dose series where the second dose is administered 21 days (Pfizer) or 28 days (Moderna) after the first. The CDC currently does not offer specific guidance for prolonging the time between doses. Since maximum protection from the virus occurs about 7 days after the second dose, it is important to get both doses as soon as they are available to you and to follow the recommended schedule as closely as possible. Distribution of the vaccine is being coordinated in order to ensure that follow up doses will be available when indicated.

Will this vaccine be recorded in CAIR2?
· Yes, all doses must be reported to CAIR2 by vaccine providers. At this time, this is a condition of administering/receiving the vaccine.



What immediate side effects can I expect from the vaccine?
· The side effects seen in clinical trials were similar to those associated with the influenza vaccine and were very rarely serious. Common side effects included pain at the injection site, fatigue, headache, chills, fever. In most participants, side effects lasted no more than 48 hours. It should be noted that these commonly seen side effects are signs that the immune system is responding to the vaccine.
· You will be monitored for 15 minutes after receiving the vaccine to make sure you
don’t develop serious side effects such as anaphylactic reaction.
· Everybody receiving the vaccination are encouraged to register with v-safe https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html

Is there a possibility the vaccine could cause an infection that could be harmful to me or spread to others?
· No, the vaccine gives your cells the instructions to produce just one type of viral protein. The immune system is then able to recognize this protein and kill the virus if you are exposed later. On its own, this protein is not harmful, cannot cause infection, and cannot be transmitted to others.

What should I do if I experience a serious adverse reaction to the vaccine?
· You will be monitored for 15 minutes after receiving the vaccine to make sure you don’t develop serious side effects such as anaphylactic reaction, and treatment will be available in the case of any reaction.
· Everybody receiving the vaccination are encouraged to register with v-safe https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html

Are there any long-term side effects from the vaccine?
· We do not yet know of any long-term side effects from the vaccines. While mRNA vaccines have not been approved by the FDA before, a number have been in human clinical trials for other diseases such as zika and various cancers for some time. As a class, there have been no major long-term safety signals. Additionally, for vaccines in general, serious side effects tend to present within 6-8 weeks and the duration of all COVID-19 vaccine trials have been more than 2 months. Safety monitoring of trial participants will continue for 2 years.

Are there any side effects that may be specific to certain populations with specific underlying conditions?
· People who have a history of severe allergic reactions (e.g. anaphylaxis) may be at higher risk for a reaction to the COVID-19 vaccine. At this time, we believe the incidence of severe allergic reactions is higher than with a flu shot, but much lower than with a number of commonly used antibiotics. If you have a history of severe allergic reaction, you should consult your healthcare provider before receiving a COVID-19 vaccine. Aside from this, we do not have any indication at this time that specific groups or individuals are at higher risk for side effects.

Does the COVID-19 vaccine affect fertility?
· There is no evidence to suggest any effect on fertility in men or women. In the phase 3 trial of the Pfizer vaccine, a small, but equal number of women experienced unintended pregnancies in both the vaccinated group and the placebo group.

What are the inactive ingredients of the vaccines?
· The Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccines contains very small amounts of: 1) lipids (fat molecules) that protect the active mRNA from being degraded before it can work, 2) buffers and salts to stabilize the vaccine solution, 3) sucrose (a sugar) to stabilize the lipids during changes in temperature, 4) a sodium chloride (salt water) to prepare the vaccine for injection.
· Neither vaccine contains any chemical preservatives or adjuvants.

What are the differences between the vaccines?
· At this time, there does not seem to be any significant difference in safety or efficacy between available vaccines.
· Pfizer- BioNTech: authorized for use in people ages 16 and older, requires 2 doses spaced 21 days apart, 95% effective
· Moderna: authorized for use in people ages 18 and older, requires 2 doses spaced 28 days apart, 94.1% effective.

Should I receive the vaccine if I have tested positive for COVID-19 recently or in the past?
· Yes, you are still eligible to receive the vaccine and it is still recommended. The immune response to a SARS-CoV2 infection may vary between individuals and may not induce the same level of immunity as the vaccine. Since re-infection within 90 days is very rare, it may be recommended that you wait until 90 days post-infection in order to prevent any interference in the immune response to the vaccine. This decision should be made after consulting with your healthcare provider.

Can I be vaccinated if I am pregnant?
· While COVID-19 vaccines have not been tested in pregnant women, we do not have a specific reason to believe that they are unsafe. Pregnant women are at increased risk for severe illness if infected with SARS-CoV2. For these reasons, pregnancy itself is not a specific indication or contraindication for the vaccine. If a pregnant woman is included in a group that is recommended to receive the vaccine (e.g. health workers), she should consult with her healthcare provider in making a decision.

Is the vaccine made from fetal tissue?
· Fetal tissues were not used at any step in the development or manufacture of either the Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna COVID-19 vaccines.

Has the virus mutated in the U.S. the same as the U.K.?
· Yes. At this time, experts do not believe the vaccine will be significantly less effective against different strains of the virus, and studies have begun in order to determine whether this is the case.
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