
Pelican Point Garden Club, by Bernie Howard 

 

I can’t believe it’s been three months since our last Pelican Point newsletter.  The summer flew by and 

here we are in September!  We had our first Garden Club meeting of the 2018/2019 season (we’re on a 

fall-to-spring schedule, even though it certainly doesn’t feel like fall!) and it was a great success.  We 

have ten new members so far and many returning members, so a great big thank you to all who at-

tended.  We received many ideas for field trips and guest speakers, so we are greatly anticipating a very 

fun and educational year! 

 

Fall is on the way!   

Around this time of year, I’m about done with summer and am 

looking forward to putting out some bright, warm fall colors, and 

one of the easiest ways to do that is with beautiful Crotons (scien-

tific name Codiaeum variegatum).  I absolutely love the different 

colors and varieties of this plant, and it is easy to care for.  

 

My husband and I keep our Croton outdoors on our patio, where it 

gets plenty of sun and a good bit of water, and it is thriving even 

after a couple of years.   

 

As shown in these pictures (showing two different varieties), bright, multi-colored foliage adorns these 

plants with all the colors of fall, making Crotons one of the most popular plants to use during this sea-

son.  Who says we can’t have Fall colors in South Louisiana?! 

 

The following characteristics were gleaned from a recent Louisiana Nursery newsletter:   

 

• Dimensions: Can be kept at around 2 feet tall and 2-3 feet wide. 

 

• Growth Habit: Vertical branching habit, resembling a small shrub. 

 

•  Foliage: Wavy or oval foliage with several colors; yellow, reds, oranges, pinks, and black, all on 

same leaf. 

 

•  Blooms: Insignificant ; the leaves of this plant is what puts on the show.   

 

•  Hardiness: Tropical in nature, need to be protected from 40 or below temperature. 

 

•  Toxicity: Can be mildly toxic to pets if ingested. 

 



Care Requirements: 

 

•  Light: Prefers full sun to showcase the colors in the foliage. 

 

•  Water: Do not overwater Crotons. Allow them to dry between watering. 

 

•  Well-drained soil is necessary to flourish. 

 

•  Fertilizer: Use an all-purpose fertilizer like Osmocote every few months.  

 

• Pruning: Pruning is usually not 

needed. Remove older foliage as needed. 

 

Uses: 

 

• Centerpiece of any fall combo 

 

• Houseplant in a brightly lit room 

with natural light 

 

• Use on a sunny patio during early 

fall, spring and summer in a container 

 

• Specimen in the garden during spring and summer color. 

 

We all love fall weather.  It says football, outdoor grilling, and the cool, crisp air that just makes you 

want to be outside after the long, hot summer!  Enjoy this low-maintenance, go-to plant for your fall 

color and displays. Try it with a small hay bale and a few pumpkins, or just put one or two besides your 

front door for a beautiful, warm welcome to guests.  I hope it brings a smile to your face like it does to 

mine.  Happy Fall, Everyone! 

 

Fall Gardening Tip - If you haven’t done so, it’s a good time to cut back your knock-out 

roses by about 1/3 the height of the bush.  Pruning encourages vigorous new growth and improved 

flowering, so cut those babies back and sit back and enjoy the new blooms in a couple of weeks.  Ac-

cording to Dan Gill, after the late August/early September pruning, fertilize the bushes with a general-

purpose fertilizer or rose fertilizer following label directions. This ensures a great display of flowers 

during the outstanding fall blooming season. 

 


