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NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION NEWS

Shop the Great Garage Sale

The neighborhood Great Garage Sale Weekend is
set for June 1-3. If you would like to hold a sale, call John
VanWalleghen at 316-838-5730 to register. Please leave name,
address, and which days of the sale you will be participating
(Thurs, Fri, or Sat). Donations of $10 to defray advertising
costs are requested, but not required.

Maps of the sale can be picked up at 2524 Hyacinth. A
sale at that location will be run by members of Pleasant Val-
ley UMC choir, with proceeds going to the Strong Founda-
tion Fund for building repair.

They cleaned up

Thanks for the more
than 20 volunteers who
who gave up a Saturday
morning to make our neigh-
borhood look a little nicer.
The tire truck picked up 1.1
tons of old tires!

Take a walk in the neighborhood

Get to know your neighbors and your neighborhood by
delivering this newsletter one hour every other month. High
schoolers — get volunteer credit for an easy job! Contact
John at 838-5730.

Open delivery routes:
Hyacinth from Benjamin north to dead end 38

Coolidge from 21st to 25th 49
Wilson from Bullinger to Manhattan 46
North side of 29th, west of Meridian 6
Meridian & McLean 8
Amidon from 25th to 29th 40
Amidon apartments and businesses 15

Thanks to all of our 45 faithful newsletter carriers!

Upcoming events:

General Meeting- 6:30 p.m. Tues, May 2 at St. Andrews
Lutheran Church, 25th & Hyacinth. Speaker Brandon
Findley, District VI community organizer with the City of
Wichita will explain current initiatives by our city leaders to
connect better with those of us out here at the “grass roots”
level. Come with your questions. Community police and
firefighters are also scheduled to give updates and hear your
concerns.

Free swim weekend- 1-8 p.m. Memorial Day weekend May
27-29. 60th anniversary open house at Twin River Club, 2248
N. Sweetbriar (see coupon below and info on pg. 0).

Great Garage Sale- June 1-3.

6th Annual Redskin Roundup 6-11 p.m. Indian Hills Swim
Club, 1158 N. Meridian Ave (see insert for details)

Synchro Show at Twin River Club- 9 p.m. June 23 & 24.

Inside: Supporter Spotlight on Bob Bowe, owner of
The Spice Merchant, page 5
Find our neighborhood’s “hidden gem,” page 6

Mission:
The mission of the Association and the purpose
for which it is organized shall be: In all its ac-

tivities and relationships to seek to enhance the
quality of life of the residents and to improve
the appearance and safety of the neighborhood.

The COOL place to be Memorial Day Weekend-
Your neighborhood pool awaits!

Bring this pass May 27- THWIN RIVER CLUB

29 for FREE admission -

to the pool (up to 5 g et
it S

people). Hours are 1 to

8 p.m. For more infor- .

60th anniversary
open house

2248 N. Sweetbriar

mation, see page 0, call
316-409-0069 ot visit
twinriverclub.org.
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Benjamin Hills/Pleasant Valley
Neighborhood Association Highlights

By Jeanette Shepler, secretary

At our March 7 meeting, a fair marshal talked about
safety precautions. Tim Devine, President, introduced Luke
and Kathryn, owners of the Farm Shop at 11th and Bitting,
Luke spoke about the latest methods in irrigation, soil biol-
ogy, and homemade pesticides.

Rogers outlines work for Veto Session
By Lynn Rogers, Kansas State Senator

In May we head back for the last portion of the Legisla-
tive session, the Veto Session. Normally during this time, the
Legislature simply responds to the Governor’s vetoes and
puts finishing touches on minor bills.

This year, because so little work was done on major is-
sues during the first 75 days, we must still address three major
topics: next year’s budget, a fair tax structure and the school
funding formula. I expect this to take much longer than 15
days, and I promise I will continue to look out for the best
interests of our District, regardless of the time it requires.

Please email me with your thoughts and concerns. Watch
my Facebook page for updates. Much is decided quickly in
these last days. Your emails reach me while I’'m on the floor
and can provide information that is useful. Your knowledge
of issues broadens my perspective. Going forward, because
of the way bills can be combined at the last minute, each bill
has to be monitored closely so that bad policy doesn’t out-
weigh good intent.

Listen to the House or Senate debate with the audio link

Board Shorts

A brief glance at the activites of your
neighborhood association and its board

Snyder named to District Advisory Board

Lorenza Snyder, who has been a member of the BHPV
association board since 2015, has been named to replace Car-
men Gard on the District Advisory Board.

Snyder has lived in the neighborhood since 1998. She
says she enjoys helping people, especially neighbors in need.

She participates in association activities. “I like to be
involved in the decisions that affect my community,” she says.

Snyder became a U. S. citizen in 2004 and has worked
for the federal government since 2009. She says she is proud
of being a public servant.

“My mother, a retired elementary school teacher, was
my inspiration to go back to school,” she
says. Snyder plans to graduate with a Mas-
ter’s degree in public administration from
Wichita State University this coming May.

Snyder says that the things she’s
learned throughout her program, such as
zoning regulations, public finance man-
agement, and economic development, will
help her be a contributing member of the
District VI advisory board.

“I am excited with the opportunity of
serving on the advisory board and supporting Janet Miller,”
she says.

Lorenza Snyder

at kslegislature.org,

LynnRogers.org UL
Lynn.Rogers@Senate.KS.gov
Local phone: 316-768-7025
Office phone: 785-296-7391
Twitter: @LynnRogers4KS
Facebook: Lynn Rogers, Kan-
sas State Senate, District 25
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Northridge Friends joins new organization helping homeless families

By Karen Franklin, editor Manny Garcia (far
right) is the lead

§ pastor of Northridge
@ [riends. He and his
wife, Jenalee (center)

_ have four children:
"5 Ciela, 7, Elena, 10,
W Chasley, 13, and

8 Syler, 16. The couple
L are from Hutchinson,
Ly Kansas. They spent
Six years pastoring in
Towa before returning
to Kansas.

Family Promise of Greater Wichita started helping
homeless families in this city in November of 2016. Members
of Northridge Friends Church were instrumental in bringing
this successful national program to Wichita, and they have
partnered with more than a dozen other churches committed
to providing shelter and assistance to families who need help.

In the program, host churches take turns providing food
and lodging for up to four families each week in their facili-

ties, four times each yeat.

Manny Garcia, lead pastor of Northridge Friends since
July 2015, explained why his congregation wanted to get
involved.

“When the idea of a ministry effort that combined the
resources and gifts of our city’s churches to respond the
homeless family issue in Wichita, we had to say yes,” Manny
says. “This is what the Body of Christ is all about, God’s
people working together to serve others.”

Manny says people often want to help, but don’t know F 4 a h£ ’ " 72

where to start. “Our congregation has always been full of .
Lawn Service

willing people, ready to serve,” he says. “What Family Prom-
ise of Greater Wichita has done is give us a regular outlet for
the very loving and giving people in our church and city to be

able to use their time and talents to love people in the name David Franklin, Owner
of Christ.” 2319 Bullinger, Wichira, KS 67204

Northridge Friends Church is located at 2655 N. Bull- 316-992-0601 or 316-838-3672
inger. For more information see northridgefriends.org. and Ay am‘a werk bﬁ e yar ﬁ'.

familypromisewichita.org

¢
MID-GRADE PERFORMANCE E15 Sedguick
VS. REGULAR UNLEADED

Save 5¢ per gallon
by moving up to Q

38 octane Mid-Grade. g S,

WICHITA

1535 E Pawnee

%> FREE FOOTBALL TICKET! o/ s

Bring this ad to your closest location for one free pass to a o SEDGWICK
Force Indoor Football home game. Valid through end of May. 401N Commercial
v Haysville HAYSVILLE

i3] 7200 S Broadway

Make the switch to a smarter fuel. JumpStart
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Free swim weekend- 1-8 p.m. Memorial Day

weekend May 27-29. 60th anniversary open
house at Twin River Club, 2248 N. Sweetbriar

(see coupon on front page and info on pg. 6).

Rerntal Ranch

OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS

SALES « SERVICE = PARTS = RENTAL
Briges & Stratton = Kohler

m STIHL  SMAPPER
Mel Redburn www.rentalranchwichitacom
(316) 8384211 + 1578 West 29th North » Wichita, Karsas 67204

G. Knute [raser

.'\il,ln:srrw:( al Law

830 N. Main

Wichita, Kansas 67203
Ph: 316-265-3390
Fax:316-265-1303

L% |--.|:! cards acdepled

Eaglewings Travels
*Suating Begued Yant Toased Expectations”
Colleen-travel expert/owner

eaglewingstravel@gmail.com
(email)
Like us on Facebook
Full Service Agency for all Your Travel Needs

Call to Book: 316-214-5426

Thinking of making a move? Call Sherry
l‘ﬂ“i‘iﬁﬁl}q‘; ALLIANCE

Sherry Evans

Your Kansas Home Team
Associate Broker, REALTOR®

Mobile: 3| 6.650.9975
Fax: 316.634.0089

RealtorSherryEvans@gmail.com

www, RealtorEvans.com

PAINTING

=4 Phil Roney
Residential - Commercial

Interior or Exterior Remodeling
Powerwashing - Decks - Replacement Windows
775-3824

9

20 years’ experience
References available

641-5234 cell pandgpainting.com

& RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL

ADVANCED
Pest Control L.C.
Rod McBroom
BIB-5055 « cell 641-7998
www.advancedpestcontrolle.com
3025 W. Benjarmun Ct. » Wichita, KS 67204

* FEST CONTROL » TERMITE CONTROL
« POOL CHEMICALS & SUPPLIES

Terry Johnson, Agent
303 South Hillside
Wichita, KS 67211
Bus: 316-683-6571
terry.johnson.gwbv@statefarm.com

Look no further.

Having one special person
for your car, home and life
insurance lets you get down
to business with the rest of
your life. It's what | do.

GET TO A BETTER STATE".
CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm*

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,
1101201.1 State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
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Bob Bowe, owner

The Spice Merchant
& Compnay

-~

N7

By Karen Franklin, editor

As Bob Bowe walks between two racks displaying kitch-
en gadgets, he spots a discarded sample cup. Automatically,
he swipes it up and deposits it in a nearby trash can without
stopping his conversation. On our way to the adjoining tea
area, he straightens a display of teapots without breaking
stride. He greets a customer who says he is looking for some
tea. Bob gleefully responds, “We have a victim!”

Bob seems to be everywhere as he walks through The
Spice Merchant & Company, asking a quick question to an
employee here, answering a question there. But it’s no wonder
he’s at home. He’s been doing this for 37 years.

Bob started
his career working
in social services,
but quickly tired of
programs being left
unfunded as political
winds changed.
While living in
St. Louis for gradu-
ate school, he and his
wife, Sue, had loved
visiting small ethnic
grocery stores like ones in the Italian community “The Hill”
where patrons could buy just a little bit of a special spice if

In 1994 The Spice Merchant expanded into
the former Mentholatum Company building.

they were wanting to try a new dish. They had also enjoyed
the historic Soulard Farmer’s Market. They thought Wichitans
might like the concept as well.

So in 1980, Bob and Sue opened The Spice Merchant
& Company, selling coffee, tea, and spices in a tiny space at
the northwest corner of Grove and Douglas, near East High
School. After six months, business was going so well that they
moved to a larger space at the front of the store and added
coffee and tea accessories and some gourmet foods.

In 1984 the business moved a few blocks west, to a for-
mer upholstery shop. In 1985 Bob purchased his first coffee
roaster, so he would be able to offer more varieties of coffee
and have total control over the product he was selling, They
brought in deli meats and served a light lunch.

The next main expansion happened in 1994 when they
purchased the adjacent building, the much-larger former
home of the Mentholatum Company. Bob purchased a new
coffee roaster that could sit on the sales floor. Coffee sales—
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both in person and online—make up 45 percent of total
sales. The extra space was quickly filled with more varieties of
gift items, kitchen gadgets, and
more gourmet foods.

The most recent major
renovation came in 2012
when Bob decided to dedi-
cate the entire east store (the
former upholstery shop) to
tea, and created The Spice
Merchant’s Eli and Alan Teas
for all Tastes division. Marisa
Smith, who was hired eight
years ago while she was still
studying art at the Wichita
State University, has become
a certified tea expert. She has
attended the World Tea Expo
and met with growers and
suppliers in Taiwan. Aside
from the travel, Marisa says
one of the best parts of her
job is sampling all of the new
products and teas. She also is

Bob Bowe, who lives in the
Pleasant Valley area, started The
Spice Merchant in 1980.

on hand to educate customers and correct misinformation.
(Sorry to say, green tea may NOT induce rapid weight loss).

Although The Spice Merchant has 150 teas in bulk, there
is still room for tea accessories, especially beautiful, function-
al, and whimsical tea pots. “You’re not going to find this vari-
ety in department stores,” Bob says. They also carry miniature
tea sets in wicker cases perfect for children’s tea parties.

Bob intentionally supports the local community in his
advertising, The Spice Merchant is a long-time supporter of
KMUW, Wichita’s local National Public Radio station. Bob
also is a long-time advertiser in this newsletter and resident in
our association area. He and Sue have lived on the west edge
of the river near 29" and Porter for more than a dozen years.
He provided tea and coffee at a BHPV association meeting,
and often volunteers for tea and cof-
fee talks for other organizations. He
also has a woman on staff who cre-
ates beautiful gift baskets for donating |
to different fundraising events.

Bob says his best advertising

comes from his customers who ap- ;
preciate this fun, unique and aromatic :
shopping experience. “They bring
their out-of-town friends,” he says.
Marisa (the tea expert) says The
Spice Merchant is a fun place to work,
and she appreciates the opportunities
it has brought her. She also appreci-
ates her boss. “Bob’s great. Definitely Marisa is ready to heip
the nicest boss I’ve ever worked for,”  customers find the perfect

cup of tea.

she says.



PAGE 6

There’s a pool back there!

Many Twin River Club members refer to their pool as a
“hidden gem” because so many people don’t know it exists.

Even people who live in the Benjamin Hills/Pleasant
Valley area may not know a 25-meter pool sits back on the
northwest corner of 21st and Amidon, behind Sutherland’s
and Burger King, with only the high dive peeking over the
wooden fence.

That’s why Twin River Club is inviting the neighborhood
to come to its 60th anniversary open house and have some
fun this Memorial Day weekend. The coupon on the front
of this newsletter is a FREE ticket for you and your family
to come swim from 1-8 p.m. on May 27, 28 or 29.

Once you get your feet wet, they are betting you’ll want
to dive on in and join them for the rest of the summer.

To kick off its 60th season, TRC is offering new afford-
able memberships, like a $339 three-person membership,
with swimming lessons included! Other amenities:

*  Competitive swim team (for extra charge)

*  Synchronized swimming with fun Synchro Show

*  Wading pool for toddlers, swing-set and play equipment
in children’s area

* High and low diving boards for big kids and adults

*  Sports center with basketball and sand volleyball

*  Shelter house, gas grills, and picnic tables for cookouts

*  Theme parties, family nights with movies under the stars

For more info. call 316-409-0069 or visit twinriverclub. org
T w ) = x =

Here it is!- The Twin River Club’s entrance is at 2248 IN. Sweetbriar,
across from Trinity Presbyterian Church. The club is hosting an open
house for the neighborbood over Memorial Day weekend, May 27-29.

LFYOU HAVEN'T BEEN TN T0 SEE US NOW 15 THE TIMe!

BRING IN THIS AD FOR 30% OFF ANY ONE ITEM

geoat blritcHeS

:3! e 3 Variety shoppe that repurposes,
redoes and resells. We carry furniture,

home decor, collectibles, antiques,
glot]m)g handmade items and more!

316-570-1339
2724 N Amidon Ave
Wichita KS 67204
Located in DeFazio Center
mon-tue ciosed
wed-sat -7
sun o

NEIGHBOR'S

JOIN US AT OUR NEW ADDRESS
2315W.21ST
(NEXT DOOR TO TACO GRANDE)
SAME GREAT FOOD, BEST VALUE IN TOWN

"’ UNDERHILL | REYNOLDS

—T_11,_& ASSOCIATES -

The Real Estate Professionals

%

REALESTATEPROSOFWICHITARGMAIL.COM of Wichta

COLBY REYNOLDS
REALTOR"

OFFICE: 316-722-1400
CELL: 316-558-2292

10300 W. Contral

WWW,UNDERHILLREYNOLDS.COM Wichita, K5 67212

Old Mission-Wichita Park Cemetery

a member of

Y/burialplanning.com

The National Network of Cemeteries

Penny Moore
Sales Manager
3424 E. 21st Street North « Wichita, KS 67208
P: 316-686-7311  F: 316-686-1755

effortlessly own cemetery space. ™




Aprea news-
Churches provide food
for people in need

By Tim Devine, neighborbood association president

Several neighborhood association area churches provide
groceries for those in need in our community.

St. Andrew’s Lutheran, (2255 Hyacinth) and Trinity
Presbyterian (2258 Marigold) members contribute to small,
mostly non-perishable grocery pantries in the churches.

St. Jude Catholic Church (3030 N. Amidon) members,
working in partnership with the Kansas Food Bank, distrib-
ute non-perishable and frozen items to 100-150 families each
Monday morning;

Pleasant Valley United Methodist (1600 W. 27th St.
N.) members, in conjunction with the Kansas Food Bank,
have recently begun a “food share” two hour, second and
fourth Friday evening program, distributing fresh fruits,
vegetables and bread. The church also distributes Dillon’s gift
cards if need requests are made at other times.

To participate, contribute, or for more info, contact the
office at any of these churches Monday thru Friday.
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Find us on Facebook!

Benjamin Hills/Pleasant Valley
Neighborhood page.

Rebecca Melton

ndependant Sabes Drector

L ANYW

Cell 316:-200-0444 (call or text)
Voxar: rmetod27
Email: rebeccameiton mk@gmail com

Shop Onling: marykay :nﬂreba:mml.
God First, Family Second, Carger Thied
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Your
neighborhood
Realtor.

Art Busch

artbusch@plazare.com
316-990-7039
artbuschwichita.com )

coLbwelLL
BANKER
PLAZA REAL ESTATE

Each Office Is Independently Owned and Operated.

SERVING THE BENJAMIN HILLS AND
PLEASANT VALLEY AREA FOR OVER 20 YEARS

LAWN CARE

ESTABLISHED IN 1994

3242 W. 13TH SUITE 300
WICHITA, KS 67203

3167349592

e ASK US ABOUT
THE JERRY
PACKAGE

* MOWING

e FERTILIZER

* WEED CONTROL

* OVER SEEDING &
CLEAN UP

e GUTTERS CLEANED

* TREES, HEDGES

TRIMMED & REMOVED
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Benjamin Hills/Pleasant Valley
Neighborhood Association Board

Tim Devine, President 316-208-9590
thdevine@gmail.com

John VanWalleghen, Vice President
jvanwalleghen1(@cox.net

Jeanette Shepler, Secretary

Trish Hunter, Treasurer

Lorenza Snyder

Theresa Neal

316-838-5730
316-838-7599

316-992-1673
316-871-4053

Benjamin Hills/Pleasant Valley Neighborhood Association
2020 W. 21st. North PMB 201,Wichita, KS 67203-2107 (Do-
nated by the Mail Room)

Boundaries for circulation: East by the Little Arkansas; west
by 1-235; south by the Arkansas River; north by the big ditch.
Circulation is approximately 1,800. Published bimonthly.

http://bhpvna.wix.com/bhpvna

Sandi Erwin, website administrator
To be included on neighborhood-wide email alerts, send your
address to: bhpvna@gmail.com
Facebook: Benjamin Hills/Pleasant Valley Neighborhood
Karen Franklin, editor  franklin.k.e@cox.net  838-3672

Helpful Numbers
Evergreen Neighborhood City Hall, 2700 N. Woodland, 67204
Council Districts 5 and 6:

Brandon Findley bfindley@wichita.gov ~ 303-8043
Veronica Ibarra, aide vibarra@wichita.gov 303-8042
Janet Miller JLMiller@wichita.gov ~ 268-4331

Community Policing Patrols (our area is divided into two)
North (for residents north of 29th Street) Beat 49
Officer Juan Atondo jatondo@wichita.gov
3015 E. 21st, Wichita, KS 67214 350-3400

West (for residents south of 29th Street) Beat 11
Officer Mike Johnson =~ MJOHNSON@wichita.gov
661 N. Elder, Wichita, KS 67212 350-3460

Sedgwick County www.sedgwickcounty.org

City of Wichita www.wichitagov.org

Street lighting Westar 1-800-544-4857
Street/ Traffic Maintenance (Potholes) 268-4013
Storm Water Maintenance (Street flooding) 268-4498
Sewer Maintenance (Backups) 265-1300

Locate registered offenders

http:/ /www.ictimewatch.net/index.phprAgencylD=54309
Housing code violation info:
www.sedgwickcounty.org/mabcd/nuisances.asp

Thanks for
visiting our
neighborhood
locations:
21st & Amidon
13th & West

(1)

mlovin’it

2020 W. 21st St. N.
Sweetbriar Shopping Center

UPS ¢ FedEx * USPS
Copies (B&W; color)
Mon-Fri 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m.-2 p.m
838-2844, 838-2249 fax

—— (lassifieds

Critter Getter- Wildlife Nuisance and Damage Control. GO-
PHERS and MOLES too! NADC: 152-2011 620-543-2649
ask for Rod.

Whipstitch Mending- Creative solutions for your mending
and alteration problems. Desiree Widiger 838-9012.

Widiger Carpentry- Remodeling, decks, cabinetry, painting,
trim work, siding and rain barrels. Class C. Res. License 2992.
Call Dale 838-9012.

Home For Sale- 2509 Valley Park, 3 Bdrm, 3 Baths, main
floor laundry & family room. Finished basement with f/p &
wet bar. Oversize 2-car garage. $139,900. Sherry Evans 316-
650-9975 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate Alliance.
Moving Sale at this location April 27, 28, and 29 8 a.m.-5
p.m.

Great Garage Sale Weekend- Neighborhood-wide garage
sales held June 1-3. call John VanWalleghen at 316-838-
5730 to register. Please leave name, address, and which
days of the sale you will be participating (Thurs, Fri, or
Sat)

To advertise in this newsletter, contact Karen Frank-
lin, 838-3672 or franklin.k.e@cox.net. Business card ads-
$30 per issue, classifieds-$15. Mail payment before June
5 for the July/Aug 2017 issue to: BHPV Neighborhood
Assoc., 2020 W 21 N, PMB 201, Wichita KS 67203.




