Hope and the Ministry and Life of Deacons - Bring the Hopeless to Hope
A Reflection for the Diaconate Community from Bishop Mark

I recently read an online reflection written by Rev. Andrew Rampton, a priest of the Anglican Church of Canada and pastor of a parish in Hamilton, Ontario. The reflection focuses on the life and ministry of St. Jude the Apostle. Rampton explains that when we hear his name, we often think of the devotion to this saint as patron of hopeless causes. However, he did not acquire that title because he was hopeless. St. Jude refused to allow hopelessness to be a dominant power in his life. St. Jude is an example for deacons, priests, and bishops who are called to bring hope to the hopeless and remind the world that with God, all things are possible. 

Bringing hope to the hopeless through various activities, programs and relationships is an important dimension of diaconal ministry. The Catechism of the Catholic Church published by St. John Paul II (n. 1818) explains that hope responds to the aspiration to happiness which God has placed in the heart of every person. It takes up the hopes that inspire human activities and purifies them so as to order them to the Kingdom of heaven. Hope keeps us from discouragement and sustains us during times of abandonment so that we may be preserved from discouragement while being led to the happiness that flows from charity. It is in this sense that deacons are to be signs of hope, comfort, and Good News to the world. 

In the manner of St. Jude, there may be times for deacons to be signs of discomfort and hard news, which is also a good thing. In their life and ministry, deacons will make some in the Church uncomfortable because it is their God-given charism to carry the light of hope into the darkest corners of this life and to inform us, the Church, about what they have found. Their search for hope informs us so that we can respond according to our own vocations. It strengthens us so that none of us become complacent in living our vocation. Just ask St. Jude, who reminds us that there is so much more. It’s called hope. Bring it with you and always be ready to share it with others.

St. Jude is the Patron Saint of hope and impossible causes. He is one of Jesus' original apostles and is known for his faith and courage in spreading the Gospel. How is St. Jude a symbol of hope in your life?
