Remembering the Christmas Story:

Our Spiritual Heritage
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Iristmas 15 the remarkable story of how.

much @ part of us God chooses Lo be: yel

we forget that Christnras Is the feast of
our rédemption; that Gods promise of salvition i
I'ull'llli"gl‘,[‘i}r,‘Ia'iﬁi';r,jl"c"'.ll and wondraus Tavesgilt L Lhe
ﬁ\‘i)i‘lﬁl:-]é‘&:’u.‘a. W get caught up in piti‘ﬁ(‘S and pres
enls and ighore the Real Presence of the God who
8 with us. We are so caughlop with the birth ol
the Haby that we forget the rest of the story. A story
fhat began i the past, cantinues in the preseny, and
impactsithe fulare,

We el the role |he prophels playad in the
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Christmas story, 'Lhe prophets, whose aclions
e recardeed in the Bibley received their
prophetie minstey from God, Their lives of
penance and sacnhce were entirely devoted

L this divine ealling. The Catechism of the
Catholic Chaurch states, “Thrdaugh Lhe mouths
of the prophets wha succeeded one andther

in sl Gog annonnced the coming,of the
Messtah (#522), “Wlhien [he Chureh reads the
Old Testament, she searches there for whal the.
Spirit; 'who has spolen through the prophets,
wants o el ns aboul Christ” ($702); Isainh

is said 1o be the greatest of all the divinely
inspired prophets. Known as the Prophet of.
Advent, Isaiah forelells thal “the Tord himsell
will frive youa sign; the young woman, preg-
nant and about to bear s son, shall name hin
(el (I 7: 1440, Taler, Tsaiah descrilios the
ftliurg,lsiilg; “Hor a ri_ﬁil'd is born to us, 4 son is
given 1o uspupon his shoulder dominion rests,
Ihey aame him Wonder-Counselor, God - Hero,
Father Porever, Prince of Peace” ([s 9:5). The
Church regards these words as being fulfilled in
Jesus Christ ane uses this passage tor the introit
of the Mass on Christmas Day,

The prophet Mical prophesies that God promisgs i
ruler from Bethlehem: “But you, Héﬂ}lehem-lipln‘a-
thah least among the clans of Tudah, from you shall
come forth Tormeone whe is wibe ruler in Tsrack
Whose ovigin is from of old. from ancient tioes”
(Mg S0,

The statement, “The best interpretation of a prophecy

s he Wistary of s fuliillment,” is attributed to

Cardinal Nicholas Wisermun { 1802- 1865 ), a prom.
inent Fnglish legder of the nineteenth century, He
maintained thal biblical prophecies ave fulfilled when
the prophecy comis to pass in histary. Tténme to



pass thal the Messiah promised to Israel is fulfilled
in the birth' uf Tesus on [he first ("‘hrlaim.u. when in
angel of the Lord announced tq.the-.t.hephtrd:», “Hor
today in the city of David a savior has been horn for
you who is Messiab-and Lord” (Ll 2:11).

This bieging God's initiative iy the redemption of
man, the evidence of his care and Jove for us. The
King of Kings, the Son of God made mar who s
(3g1§_| Himselly umbles Bimsell @ e born of 2 viegin
in arder to share in pur humaiity. ‘the Catholic
Nevws Agency suggests these or similar words for the
“Blcssing of a Chirlstmas Criches “Through all the
days of Christras may Lhese lgures (Mary, Joseph,
shepherds, animals} tell the story of how humans;
angels, and animals lound the Christ in this poor
pin{'ﬂ" {wwwcatholicnewsageney.comif resgurce).

Amidst the worldly glitter of our Chiistrnas festiy-
ities, it 13 easy to forget the povertv of The. Holy
Eamily: Jesus was barn fn a divly, smelly slable
btcdusc (hcn: was nigh room for thens in e inn® (le
2:7). Even before his Impendmg birth, Jesus
experienced the rc}cdion of his own peaple. The [irst
witnasses lo the TToly Bieth were simple shepherds.
who were consldered outcasts; the lowest class ina
class-conscious socicty, Their humble hearts enabled
them to be the fivst peopleinviled 1o see Jesus.

Is there Yoom for Jesus'in our hearls? Doawe weleoime
IL'su'\ asour ﬁer\ﬁli}i] Lord and Savior? Oris the
inn'of our heart too tull of self; tou: ‘absorbed in the:
thlngs of this world too closed or too pmud (o e
open (o (he presence ol Lhe God who desires to be
with us? Perhaps hospnal,xty is so prevalent during.
the:ChIistmasﬂscason to make up for the lack of
hospitality experienced by the [oly Family.

Wegn oul of i way (o invite othérs itlo pur
homes; we apen our hearts and give our time,
‘m]ent, and treasure to those who arc less fortunate;
we share the hope,. peace; joy, and lovies Lhial are Lhe

gifts of Christmas. lven infrequent worshipers find
i Cheistmas 2 *homecomming feast,” hopefully, a:
welcoming one,

These lines rom GK: Chesterlon’s “The House of
Christrias™ capture e essence of hospitality:
"There Gired w molther driven forth
Qutof an ing tox roan;
In the pliace where she was homeless

All men are ot liome, {hilps:/fallpoetryeom)

Chrisbivias is not to be limited to-the celebration

of one day or one scason. The spitit of Christouys,
which is Gad’s lave, is Lo e shared all year, We ard (o
be aware of the many faces of Chiist: in the poor, the
honieless, the hurting, the lonicly, theill, the friend,
the stranger, [herelative; anyone wha is umullmmll},
spiritaally, or physically in need. Wheh we listen 't
the readings at Mass, we are called not only to Hsten
{o the Word, bul tiy be modern-day prophets avbie
not only announce, but bring the Good News to all
people and all nations, We are the hope ol the futore,

Lt looking to the future, it is important to remiember
the pasl. A the Peopleof God in the New Cove-
nant, Lthe Chureh "discovers her link with the Jewlsh
P_eloi.f-l:,.’; (#839) The "Christian’s hope takes np and'
fulfills the hope of the chqﬁ'ﬁnﬁ peaple (£1819). Tor
C_i\ri$li;1r1.-;, the pramise of the Messiali is fulfilled in
the Birth of Jesus, “who died and rose from the dead

-and is recognized ay Lord and Som of God" (#840).

Aswe celebrate Christmas, let us remember that
Cod's promise ol salvation i for all and s Tulfilled
in Lhe birth of lesus, the Messiah, as foretold by the
prophets, 'Lhis is our spiritual heritage, Let us pray
for Christisn unily that “Gad may be atl i all*

(1 Clor 15:28), God iz with us, yesterday, today, and

forever. 3
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