
 

SEPA Partner Ministry News and Events  
Week of October 5, 2026 

__________________________ 
 
NEW!  Lutheran Diaconal Association Expands Opportunities for 
Lutherans Called to Christian Service 
The Lutheran Diaconal Association (LDA), which prepares Lutherans for a 
lifelong calling to Christian service as deaconesses and deacons, is expanding 
opportunities for people to pursue that calling. The organization has 
introduced a new program pathway for people with previous education and 
ministry preparation and received recognition allowing the LDA to endorse 
its deaconesses and deacons interested in pursuing board certification as 
professional chaplains. READ MORE 
MORE INFORMATION 

__________________________ 
 
NEW! Equipped to Serve: Real Ways to Help During a Crisis 
October 15, 2026 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Free Webinar. The Pennsylvania Office of Homeland Security is offering a 
community-focused webinar on strengthening emergency preparedness, 
building partnerships with local responders, and learning how faith 
communities and other organizations can provide meaningful support 
before, during, and after a crisis. 
 
Designed for houses of worship and safety teams, this session also welcomes 
nonprofits, schools, and community organizations committed to serving their 
communities. Gain practical tools and resources to help your organization 
respond with compassion, coordination, and confidence. 
REGISTER HERE 

__________________________ 
 
One more! A final webinar offering from Portico Benefits for Annual 
Enrollment 2027  

LDA-C26009_PressRelease_f.pdf
https://thelda.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/equipped-to-serve-real-ways-to-help-during-a-crisis-free-webinar-tickets-1993356907169?aff=oddtdtcreator


Join the Portico Regional Reps for a webinar covering need to know 
information for annual enrollment and helpful contextual information about 
the Portico bundle of benefits (health insurance, retirement plan, disability 
insurance and survivor benefits). This webinar is designed for both plan 
members and sponsoring organizations (employers).  
  
Thursday, October 8th at 2:00 pm eastern  
We will meet via ZOOM. Register here:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/eYuJugE7RpWXujGDEFHVGw  
You will receive an email with information to attend once you register.  
(This webinar will not be recorded).  
  
Annual enrollment for sponsoring organizations is October 1-14, 2026.  
Annual enrollment for plan members begins in waves starting on October 19, 
2026.  

__________________________ 
 
Register Now! Lay Eucharistic Visitor Training 
Eucharistic Visitors are members of the congregation who are selected by 
their pastor and trained to bring the communion meal from worship to ill and 
homebound members of their congregation who are unable to attend 
service. 
 

Lutheran Congregational Service’s training ministry engages learners in the 
Biblical and theological background of the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
and teaches potential Eucharistic Visitors about visitation and administration 
of the sacrament. 
 
Saturday, October 10, 2026 
9:30 am-4:00 pm 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, Sellersville PA 
 
Saturday, October 24, 2026 
9:30 am-4:00 pm 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Kingston PA 
  
REGISTER HERE 

___________________ 
 
Applications Open! Apply now! 
ELCA World Hunger: Daily Bread Grants 
ELCA World Hunger Daily Bread grants provide daily bread for neighbors 
experiencing hunger while also serving as a catalyst for garnering additional 
financial support. Daily Bread grant funding is available in the form of one-
time $500 grant and is meant to supplement existing public serving food-
based ministries. The application window is October 1 - 21, 2026! 
 
LEARN MORE AND APPLY 

___________________ 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/eYuJugE7RpWXujGDEFHVGw#/registration
https://libertylutheran.org/congregational-services/congregational-support/lay-eucharistic-visitor-training/
https://www.elca.org/how-we-serve/relief-and-development/world-hunger#dailybreadgrnts


 
Your Feedback Needed: “Homelessness: A Renewal of Commitment” 
Social Message 
 
All ELCA members are invited to share feedback on draft revisions to the social 
message “Homelessness: A Renewal of Commitment,” first adopted in 1990. At 
the request of the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, the ELCA Church Council 
authorized a reconsideration for possible substantive revision of a section of 
the social message.  
 
Visit ELCA.org/homelessness to read the draft reconsidered social message 
and to submit your feedback via a survey before Nov. 30. Feedback, questions 
and concerns can also be sent to DraftSocialMessage@ELCA.org. 

__________________________ 
 
Spiritual First Aid for Intergenerational Trauma 
Presented by Jamie Aten, PhD 
Sponsored by the Lutheran Faith Community Nurse Association 
October 13, 2026 
7:00 – 9:00 pm  
Registration fee: $30 for LFCNA members/$50 for non-members 
 
REGISTER  
MORE INFORMATION 
 
Spiritual First Aid is a practical, peer to peer framework for providing spiritual 
and emotional care from mild stress to mass trauma. In this two-hour session, 
participants will learn the core Spiritual First Aid approach of Triage, Care, and 
Refer while exploring how the effects of trauma can sometimes  extend 
across generations.  

___________________ 
 
 
Enrollment Open for Lutheran Summer Music 2027 
Youth musicians in grades 8-12 are invited to Lutheran Summer Music (LSM) 
2027 at St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN! LSM is the nation’s premier faith-
based music academy for high school students. Churches from around the 
country send students to LSM for an unforgettable summer of musical 
growth and connections in faith and community. Students work with 
nationally recognized faculty and gather daily to share musical gifts in 
worship. Academy offerings include large ensembles (band, choir, orchestra), 
chamber music, private lessons, and electives like handbells, intro to the pipe 
organ, jazz, musical theatre, composition, conducting, church music, and 
more. Churches are encouraged to nominate students, and students can 
apply now through December 1 for a Priority Enrollment $100 discount. 
  
LSM Program Overview: LSMacademy.org/program  
Nominate Students: LSMacademy.org/nominate 

___________________ 

https://85w69xdbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001D8r7GP7Yx0FJC3LOhCrEYC2HjU0I-ALGiAVGDCyr7fYgg7HIaJJb7BwkRAAcyIB96CTTWYECm_SljOVHmyPu9fyabk2D4ANEmet4lliwXPZtmV1C8U_uFmdwrW65RdYhUksy1DlTUuXcLuHrlT1yJe5Ti6bTYBoXyZPjSeeecKA2R3aBQBVao5ZLxmIZFovxU_cNA2Hm-LuOflCm7DNCaDv7wNgwXIfTRkOkUpgVljWDIl7FOLie4Q==&c=0jHJ78BhApaA0j3bz-KZCXXZktx11__iUQBhSdIlMLSzekCvzKUY1Q==&ch=L4D1U_DY97_SOMBFi7gvC0ZJNmqpWhSjRjOetopzvsqjrdeLbMY36Q==
mailto:DraftSocialMessage@ELCA.org
https://lutheranfcna.org/event-6819649
https://lutheranfcna.org/event-6819649
http://lsmacademy.org/program
http://lsmacademy.org/nominate


 
Klezmer Benefit Concert for Ukraine’s Children   
October 11, 2026  
3:00 pm  
KleinLife JCC 
10100 Jamison Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19116 
 
A joyful, life-affirming afternoon of klezmer and Ukrainian music with 
Kommuna Lux, the acclaimed ensemble from Odesa, Ukraine—and help 
bring food, safety, counseling, hope, and comfort to Ukraine’s children of war. 
Proceeds support Common Man for Ukraine’s humanitarian aid and trauma-
counseling retreats in Poland for Ukrainian children who have lost a parent. 
Iryna Mazur, Honorary Consul of Ukraine in Philadelphia, will open the 
program. This is an interfaith, non-partisan humanitarian event, and everyone 
is welcome.  
A reception is included, casual attire is welcome, and plenty of free parking is 
available. Tickets are $36 in advance. Complimentary registration is available 
for refugees, recent immigrants, students, and anyone for whom price is an 
obstacle. 
   
MORE INFORMATION  

___________________ 
  
 
ReconcilingWorks Monthly Bible Study 
ReconcilingWorks is starting a monthly online Bible Study, meeting every 
third Thursday of the month, led by a rostered leader. Upcoming dates 
include October 15, November 19 and December 17. The Zoom link will be 
emailed to registrants two days in advance. The text for the study is for the 
Sunday 10 days after the Zoom gathering. Sermon notes will also be available 
on the website. Learn more and register.  
 

Reconciling Works: Lutherans for Full Participation advocates for the 
welcome, inclusion and equity of LGBTQIA Lutherans in all aspects of the life 
of their Church, congregation, and community. The study is free to 
participate, as is a book club series.  

___________________ 
 
Equipping the Church to Dismantle White Supremacy: A 5-part Webinar 
Series 
In partnership with the ELCA Strategy for Authentic Diversity, the Albert 
“Pete” Pero, Jr. and Cheryl Stewart Pero Center for Intersectionality Studies at 
the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, and the ELCA Association of 
White Lutherans for Racial Justice, presents a 5-part webinar series running 
May 12, 2026 - January 12, 2027 surrounding the topic of equipping the church 
to dismantle white supremacy. Register for these remaining webinars:  

• Webinar 4: November 10 
Now is the Time: Living into our Church’s Declarations and 
Statements 

https://givebutter.com/Philly10-11-26
https://www.reconcilingworks.org/bible-study/
https://www.reconcilingworks.org/book-club/
https://85w69xdbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Sbjy3Ih8IyF5wVjJhjVu5lfFf7a1x54809vKWur5dJpl89nJew5WiKuwlzhPD0ovOeEix9-EB3zY72LW_PcGdT-kOLALjNxqeAPIwCuB13aNONRD69sS7LCq9sRnH6OhM9UimbhGGBnF46LzPeKr0K1SYwxDi1Un7pOQP6ziCs4cBWCg-dObIK8gWbkcQYdy&c=QWMPl2-IxPeGn6LOFuF-ylQ0Y1zuI9cQ_E0Ku4_e79z-fZvpJ1tDDA==&ch=THl_mxdtdMy-lIZzimmdvCaLlDDbmNQj0hIdZI8PrCp1n9wCdexGzw==


• Webinar 5: January 12 
Commemorating the Emmanuel Nine and George Floyd: Sacred 
Memory as Call to Action 

 
REGISTER 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZXoOHfqAD0yJTmzA98teQ_Z4v_zupTRJl16nOx0SoHpUQTlaTlBFSVhBRFFWN0FBOFNaNEtONzRDVi4u

