
 

SEPA Partner Ministry News and Events  
Week of September 21, 2026 

__________________________ 
 
NEW! Enrollment Open for Lutheran Summer Music 2027 
Youth musicians in grades 8-12 are invited to Lutheran Summer Music (LSM) 
2027 at St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN! LSM is the nation’s premier faith-
based music academy for high school students. Churches from around the 
country send students to LSM for an unforgettable summer of musical 
growth and connections in faith and community. Students work with 
nationally recognized faculty and gather daily to share musical gifts in 
worship. Academy offerings include large ensembles (band, choir, orchestra), 
chamber music, private lessons, and electives like handbells, intro to the pipe 
organ, jazz, musical theatre, composition, conducting, church music, and 
more. Churches are encouraged to nominate students, and students can 
apply now through December 1 for a Priority Enrollment $100 discount. 
  
LSM Program Overview: LSMacademy.org/program  
Nominate Students: LSMacademy.org/nominate 

___________________ 
 
This week! You're invited to the ELCA Church Property Resource Hub 
Webinar: “Land Back as Property Stewardship Ethic” 
Thursday, September 24, 2026 
7:00 pm (Zoom) 
Honoring the ELCA's commitment as a church through the social policy 
resolution “Supporting ELCA Land Back Efforts and Indigenous 
Ministries,” this webinar is focused on land return.  
 
Indigenous leaders from within and beyond the ELCA will share about the 
Land Back movement and repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery. 
Participants will also hear from congregations and synods taking part in land 
return and reconciliation efforts.  
Register today. 

___________________ 

http://lsmacademy.org/program
http://lsmacademy.org/nominate
https://cdn.elca.org/cdn/wp-content/uploads/Support_Land_Back_Resolution_032026.pdf
https://cdn.elca.org/cdn/wp-content/uploads/Support_Land_Back_Resolution_032026.pdf
https://community.elca.org/online-registration/church-property-resource-hub---land-back-as-property-stewardship-ethic


 
Virtual Discernment Event 2026 
Sunday, September 27 
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM EDT 
Zoom 
 
Join representatives from the seven Seminaries of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America to explore your sense of call, learn about the variety of 
affordable and flexible seminary programs, and consider your next steps. 
REGISTER HERE 

___________________ 
 
National Day of Remembrance for Indian Boarding Schools: September 30 
The ELCA has committed to observe the National Day of Remembrance for 
Indian Boarding Schools each year on or near September 30, inviting all 
congregations and ministries to participate through prayer, education, and 
visible signs like wearing orange shirts as an act of solidarity and lament. This 
remembrance is part of a broader, faith-shaped work of truth-seeking, 
repentance, and healing for the church’s role in boarding schools, trusting 
that Christ calls us to stand with survivors and Indigenous communities in 
justice and reconciliation. 
 
ELCA Resources 
ELCA Prayer Service 
Order an Orange Shirt 

___________________ 
 
Center of Addiction and Faith Presents Free Webinar 
"Why We're Always Working Upstream: A New Story of Drugs for Faith 
Communities"  
September 30  
1:00 PM on Zoom 
If you've spent years helping people in crisis, fighting apathy, and combating 
stigma, but feel like you are always fighting an uphill battle, you're not alone. 
The webinar presenter Rev. Timothy McMahan King will make the case that 
faith communities have developed powerful resources for responding to 
addiction but have been missing the foundation that makes that work 
sustainable: a theology of what drugs are actually for.  
REGISTER HERE  

___________________ 
 
NEW! Fall is in the air, and so is the Lutheran Congregational Service's 
latest issue of The Servant! 
   
Inside, you’ll find inspiring stories, community updates, and important news 
from across our organization. Plus, be sure to grab your calendar—there are 
plenty of upcoming events you won’t want to miss! 
  
 

https://luma.com/v4mwmywy
https://www.elca.org/how-we-serve/elca-in-society/mdcc/indigenous-ministries/indian-boarding-schools
https://cdn.elca.org/cdn/wp-content/uploads/A_Prayer_Service_for_Children_of_Indian_Boarding_Schools.pdf
https://nabshc.myshopify.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/T7bRgNMzTn2RiCfJSa8dGw?mc_cid=767c59feb5&mc_eid=UNIQID#/registration
https://libertylutheran.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/LCS_The-Servant_Fall-2026_FINAL.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawUOa2RwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjEwAGJyaWQRMWJaNkVOS0wzMUwzUm8xa2xzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeg4qJ-1rzcgXV_GDirrzIkL3o72OwigKTdSnaQovBIKhO9kOxM_ZsjtlUlqw_aem_iqhcQ3Z6qj3fOgyXMPXj5A&utm_source=LCS+and+LDR_March+2026&utm_campaign=c0618968a7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_10_09_06_46_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-51b098ffd5-290876585


Look for details and important dates for: 
• Lay Eucharistic Visitor Training 
• Advent Devotional 
• Trunk or Treat 
• MLK Day of Service 

  
There’s lots happening in the months ahead, so mark your calendars and stay 
connected!  
 
Register Now! Lay Eucharistic Visitor Training 
Eucharistic Visitors are members of the congregation who are selected by 
their pastor and trained to bring the communion meal from worship to ill and 
homebound members of their congregation who are unable to attend 
service. 
 

Lutheran Congregational Service’s training ministry engages learners in the 
Biblical and theological background of the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
and teaches potential Eucharistic Visitors about visitation and administration 
of the sacrament. 
 
Saturday, October 10, 2026 
9:30 am-4:00 pm 
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, Sellersville PA 
 
Saturday, October 24, 2026 
9:30 am-4:00 pm 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Kingston PA 
  
REGISTER HERE 

___________________ 
 
ELCA Global Links Newsletter 

___________________ 
 
NEW! Klezmer Benefit Concert for Ukraine’s Children   
October 11, 2026  
3:00 pm  
KleinLife JCC 
10100 Jamison Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19116 
 
A joyful, life-affirming afternoon of klezmer and Ukrainian music with 
Kommuna Lux, the acclaimed ensemble from Odesa, Ukraine—and help 
bring food, safety, counseling, hope, and comfort to Ukraine’s children of war. 
Proceeds support Common Man for Ukraine’s humanitarian aid and trauma-
counseling retreats in Poland for Ukrainian children who have lost a parent. 
Iryna Mazur, Honorary Consul of Ukraine in Philadelphia, will open the 
program. This is an interfaith, non-partisan humanitarian event, and everyone 
is welcome.  

https://libertylutheran.org/congregational-services/congregational-support/lay-eucharistic-visitor-training/
https://give.elca.org/page/email?mid=73fb509899d74e87817d2d3e5d36343e


A reception is included, casual attire is welcome, and plenty of free parking is 
available. Tickets are $36 in advance. Complimentary registration is available 
for refugees, recent immigrants, students, and anyone for whom price is an 
obstacle. 
   
MORE INFORMATION  

___________________ 
  
Applications Opening Soon 
ELCA World Hunger: Daily Bread Grants 
ELCA World Hunger Daily Bread grants provide daily bread for neighbors 
experiencing hunger while also serving as a catalyst for garnering additional 
financial support. Daily Bread grant funding is available in the form of one-
time $500 grant and is meant to supplement existing public serving food-
based ministries. The application window is October 1 - 21, 2026! 
 
LEARN MORE AND APPLY 

___________________ 
 
ReconcilingWorks Monthly Bible Study 
ReconcilingWorks is starting a monthly online Bible Study, meeting every 
third Thursday of the month, led by a rostered leader. Upcoming dates 
include October 15, November 19 and December 17. The Zoom link will be 
emailed to registrants two days in advance. The text for the study is for the 
Sunday 10 days after the Zoom gathering. Sermon notes will also be available 
on the website. Learn more and register.  
 

Reconciling Works: Lutherans for Full Participation advocates for the 
welcome, inclusion and equity of LGBTQIA Lutherans in all aspects of the life 
of their Church, congregation, and community. The study is free to 
participate, as is a book club series.  

___________________ 
 
Equipping the Church to Dismantle White Supremacy: A 5-part Webinar 
Series 
In partnership with the ELCA Strategy for Authentic Diversity, the Albert 
“Pete” Pero, Jr. and Cheryl Stewart Pero Center for Intersectionality Studies at 
the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, and the ELCA Association of 
White Lutherans for Racial Justice, presents a 5-part webinar series running 
May 12, 2026 - January 12, 2027 surrounding the topic of equipping the church 
to dismantle white supremacy. Register for these remaining webinars:  

• Webinar 4: November 10 
Now is the Time: Living into our Church’s Declarations and 
Statements 

• Webinar 5: January 12 
Commemorating the Emmanuel Nine and George Floyd: Sacred 
Memory as Call to Action 

 
REGISTER 

https://givebutter.com/Philly10-11-26
https://www.elca.org/how-we-serve/relief-and-development/world-hunger#dailybreadgrnts
https://www.reconcilingworks.org/bible-study/
https://www.reconcilingworks.org/book-club/
https://85w69xdbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Sbjy3Ih8IyF5wVjJhjVu5lfFf7a1x54809vKWur5dJpl89nJew5WiKuwlzhPD0ovOeEix9-EB3zY72LW_PcGdT-kOLALjNxqeAPIwCuB13aNONRD69sS7LCq9sRnH6OhM9UimbhGGBnF46LzPeKr0K1SYwxDi1Un7pOQP6ziCs4cBWCg-dObIK8gWbkcQYdy&c=QWMPl2-IxPeGn6LOFuF-ylQ0Y1zuI9cQ_E0Ku4_e79z-fZvpJ1tDDA==&ch=THl_mxdtdMy-lIZzimmdvCaLlDDbmNQj0hIdZI8PrCp1n9wCdexGzw==
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZXoOHfqAD0yJTmzA98teQ_Z4v_zupTRJl16nOx0SoHpUQTlaTlBFSVhBRFFWN0FBOFNaNEtONzRDVi4u

