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All great things begin with 
an idea… 
An informal conversation in our science classroom about single-
use plastic turned into the Strawless RES movement in May 2018.  
With just over a month left in the school year, 5th grade students 
Sawyer Brockstedt, Alex DeEmedio, Melanie McKean, and 
Savannah Montgomery knew that they could make a positive 
impact for our local waterways by recruiting the help of their  
school’s staff and fellow students.  “Let’s tell everyone to go 
strawless at RES!” they exclaimed.  With those words declared in 
unison, they began their initiative. 

After doing some research during  their recess period, Strawless 
RES approached school Principal Susan Donahue and scheduled 
a meeting of their plan.  Mrs. Donahue was impressed with the 
data that they collected and  encouraged them to continue with 
their goal of a Strawless RES.  Their progress was instantaneous!  
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Their Mission: 

To inform the Rehoboth Beach 
and surrounding beach 
communities, as well as the 
students and staff of the Cape 
Henlopen School District of a 
*Strawless Rehoboth 
Elementary.  

*straws will only be available upon 
request. 

Their Motto: 

Skip the Straw and Save 
a Sea Turtle 

STRAWLESS RES 
500 Stockley Street, Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
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Going Strong…
Sawyer, Alex, Melanie, and Savannah knew that informing others 
of the positive effects of being strawless was the key to changing 
their mind set.  They were very strategic in their plan.  For the 
next week, they touted the benefits of being strawless during 
morning announcements.  They placed flyers around the school 
and talked with their fellow students.  Their “I Will Be Straw-
Free” pledge was available for everyone to sign in the Main 
Office.  With Mrs. Ranieri’s (RES Art Teacher) help, they created 
and placed bins that collected used straws in the two school 
cafeterias.  The cleaned straws were then used to create original 
turtle-inspired artwork.  The girls then approached RES PTO 
President, Deborah Nails, and asked if they were able to present 
their initiative through a slideshow during the May PTO 
meeting. After their PTO presentation, the girls realized that 
they needed to reach an even bigger audience - the Rehoboth 
Beach community.  In order to gain local business input, they 
contacted Ron Culver from the Rusty Rudder.  Mr. Culver does 
all of the product ordering for the six Rusty Rudder businesses in 
Dewey Beach.  Via telephone conference, they learned from Mr. 
Culver that it was actually guest requests for their businesses to 
be straw-free.  Speaking on their behalf, I then contacted 
Rehoboth Beach City Manager, Sharon Lynn, and was able to add 
Strawless RES to the June 4 Rehoboth Beach Commissioners 
Workshop Meeting agenda.  Their presentation was well-received 
and effective. In fact, the Commissioners were so impressed by 
their vision, they are discussing ways for Rehoboth Beach to be 
straw-free as well!

Even though the summer break has begun, the girls have not  
paused in their quest for 
RES  and CAPE to be 
straw-free.  A meeting 
with CAPE 
Superintendent Bob 
Fulton before the start of 
the new school year as 
well as follow-up with the 
Rehoboth Beach 
Commissioners are 
integral components of their summer itinerary.

Strawless RES 
suggests these ways to 
reduce daily straw 
usage in our schools: 

• Inform others via Keynote or 
Public Service Announcement 
of the immediate and positive 
impact that being straw-less 
will  have on our waterways 
and environment 

• Have staff and students sign 
the “I Will be Straw-Free” 
pledge 

• Distribute paper straws 

• Encourage students to buy 
stainless steel straws that are 
reusable and washable 

• Place bins around the school 
that collect used straws 

• Clean used straws and recycle 
them into art work that can be 
displayed in school 

• Create bookmarks that 
describe the benefits of being 
strawless 

• Approach your local city 
council  and speak publicly 
about being straw-free 

• Acknowledge restaurants and 
local businesses that are straw-
free 


