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PRELUDE - by Bradford Dale 

 
THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.  

 
GLORIA    I Will Kindle My Fire  ADVENT CHOIR 
Celebrant and people 

I will kindle my fire in the morn of the day, 
in the presence of holy angels. 

Without malice or jealousy, envy or fear, 
without terror of anyone under the sun, 

but the Holy Beloved to shield me. 
O Holy one, kindle thou here in my heart, 

a flame of pure love to my neighbor, 
to my foe, to my friend, to my kindred all, 

to the brave, to the knave, to the thrall. 
O child of the loveliest Mary, from the lowliest thing, 

to the Holy Name, the beloved of all. 
 

 
THE COLLECT 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-

beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of 
the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his 
most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT – Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24        

Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As 

shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will 
seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been 
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the 



peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; 
and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the 
inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain 
heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, 
and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the 
shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. I will seek 
the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with 
justice. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep 
and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all 
the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my 
flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and 
sheep. 

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he 
shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my 
servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 

The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God 

 
PSALM 100       

1 Be joyful in the LORD, all you lands; * 

serve the LORD with gladness  
and come before his presence with a song. 

2 Know this: The LORD himself is God; * 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

4 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 
and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 
THE EPISTLE – Ephesians 1:15-23       

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for 

this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I 
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 



wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great 
power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority 
and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age 
but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made 
him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all. 

The Word of the Lord 
People  Thanks be to God 

 
MUSIC           Under His Wings          ADVENT CHOIR 
   

Under His wings I am safely abiding; 
Though the night deepens and tempests are wild, 

Still I can trust Him, I know He will keep me; 
He has redeemed me, and I am His child. 

 

[Refrain] 
Under His wings, under His wings, 

Who from His love can sever? 
Under His wings my soul shall abide, 

Safely abide forever. 
 

Under His wings--what a refuge in sorrow! 
How the heart yearningly turns to His rest! 

Often when earth has no balm for my healing, 
There I find comfort, and there I am blest. 

(Refrain) 
 

Under His wings--oh, what precious enjoyment! 
There will I hide till life's trials are o'er; 

Sheltered, protected, no evil can harm me; 
Resting in Jesus I'm safe evermore. 

(Refrain) 

 
THE GOSPEL:  Matthew 25:31-46 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 

then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, 
and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my 



Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous 
will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw 
you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, 
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it 
to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from 
me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and 
you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger 
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in 
prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we 
saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take 
care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one 
of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
THE SERMON - The Rev. Jason Oden 

 
THE NICENE CREED 
Celebrant and people 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 



        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD  
The congregation is invited to stand                                   
 

Officiant Sovereign and loving God, our church gathers before you as sheep 
listening to their shepherd:  Give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation as 
we come to know our Savior Jesus Christ and as we bring before you our 
prayers and intercessions, saying:  For you are our God; we are the 
people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. 

  
Intercessor Your Church is Christ’s body, O Gracious One, the fullness of him who fills 

all in all:  Inspire our service to the least of these, that we may feed the 
hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome strangers, clothe the naked and 
visit the imprisoned, as faithful servants of the hope to which Christ has 
called us.  

 

 For you are our God; 
People we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. 
 
Intercessor Gather the nations before you, Sovereign One, to feed your creation with 

justice.  
 

 For you are our God; 
People we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. 
 
Intercessor Look upon all the people of the earth, O Compassionate One, to seek the 

scattered and feed them with good pasture:  Let them lie down in good 
grazing land, where their God may be their shepherd.   

 



 For you are our God; 
People we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. 
 
Intercessor Enlighten the eyes of the hearts of the people of this community that we 

may live in the hope to which Jesus has called us and put power to work 
in Christ.   

 

 For you are our God; 
People we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. 
 
Intercessor Seek the lost, O Loving One, bring back the strayed, bind up the injured 

and strengthen the weak, especially those for whom we offer 
intercession:  ___.   (Congregation is welcome to add their own petitions.) 
 

Accept our thanksgiving for all the goodness of life, especially ___.  
(congregation is welcome to add their own thanksgivings.) 
 

Bring those who have died to the riches of Christ’s glorious inheritance 
among the saints, especially ___.  (Congregation is welcome to add those names 
to be remembered.) 
 

 May all humanity inherit the kingdom prepared for us from before the 
foundation of the world.   

 

 For you are our God; 
People we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. 
 
Officiant You are our God, O gracious Shepherd, and you care for all of your 

sheep:  Lead your creation into the fullness of your compassion, that with 
the eyes of our hearts enlightened, all people may know the kindness of 
your care and the riches of your glory, through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reign, One God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Celebrant and people 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 



have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
THE ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
 

  The peace of the Lord be with you always 
People  And also with you. 
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

– Birthdays and Anniversaries of Weddings and Unions  

 
MUSIC        Even Me, Lord           ADVENT CHOIR 
 

Lord I hear of showers of blessings, 
Thou art scattering full and free. 

Showers the thirsty souls refreshing, 
Let some drops now fall on me. 

 

Even me, yes; even me! 
Even me, Lord; even me! 

Let some drops now fall on me. 
 

Pass me not, oh gentle savior, 
Sinful though my heart may be. 

I am longing for your favor, 
Whilst thou art blessing, 

Oh, bless me! 
 

Love of God, so pure and changeless! 
Blood of Christ, so rich and free! 

Grace of God, so strong and 

 
 
 
 



THE AGAPE BLESSING & MEAL  
Please have some food and drink ready for this part of the service. 

 
  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 

 
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made 
us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out 
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
Before he died for us, Jesus shared a meal with his friends – an everyday meal of 
bread and wine, 
ordinary food and drink for the ordinary people of God.  This food he blessed, and 
commanded them to partake, his Body and his Blood of the New Covenant.   
 
(All hold up food and drink) 

Although today we are unable to consecrate bread and wine to be the Body and 
Blood of Christ, we present to you, Lord, our everyday food of everyday people, and 
ask that you bless this food, taken from your creation, that this food may nourish us, to 
nourish others.  Bless us also, that with your guidance, we may be bearers of hope 
and truth to all your people. 
 
This we ask in the name of your Son; by him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
These are the gifts that God has given us for life. Not consecrated but nevertheless 
blessed; not sanctified but nevertheless holy; not transformed but nevertheless 
transforming. With your meal, feed on Jesus in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

 
 



Celebrant and people 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 

 
AGAPE COMMUNION MEAL 

 
POST AGAPE PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present 
in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  
I love you above all things,  
and long for you in my soul.  
Since I cannot receive you  
in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,  
come spiritually into my heart.  
Cleanse and strengthen me  
with your grace, Lord Jesus,  
and let me never be separated from you.  
May I live in you, and you in me,  
in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 
 
 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and his Lutheran counterpart Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
welcome congregations and individuals to regularly pray “A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among 
the People of God.” This prayer is meant to unite us in common prayer and revive us for common 
mission, wherever and however we may be gathered. 
 



A PRAYER FOR THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT AMONG THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
Celebrant and people 
 

 God of all power and love, 
we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, 
break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

Feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, 

care for the sick, and visit the imprisoned, for you are children of God and inheritors 
of eternal life. 
 

With the eyes of your heart enlightened, know the hope to which Christ has called 
you and the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints. 
 

Receive the spirit of wisdom and revelation, and follow the Holy Spirit to good 
pasture where you may lie down in peace and reconciliation forever.  
 

And the blessing of our royal God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you and 
empower you, now and for ever.  Amen.  

 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE – by  Bradford Dale 
 
 
 
  



CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

 
Making Connections 
Today’s Collect addresses how God continues to speak to us through the Bible.  In 
“An Outline of the Faith” (The Catechism, BCP 853), we have the church’s explanation 
of what we believe the Bible to be – the Word of God. 
 
The Holy Scriptures  (BCP 853) 
 

Q. What are the Holy Scriptures? 
A. The Holy Scriptures, commonly called the Bible, are the books of the Old and 

New Testaments; other books, called the Apocrypha, are often included in the 
Bible. 

    

Q. What is the Old Testament? 
A. The Old Testament consists of books written by the people of the Old Covenant, 

under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to show God at work in nature and history. 
    

Q. What is the New Testament? 
A. The New Testament consists of books written by the people of the New 

Covenant, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to set forth the life and 
teachings of Jesus and to proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom for all people. 

    

Q. What is the Apocrypha? 
A. The Apocrypha is a collection of additional books written by people of the Old 

Covenant, and used in the Christian Church. 
    

Q. Why do we call the Holy Scriptures the Word of God? 
A. We call them the Word of God because God inspired their human authors and 

because God still speaks to us through the Bible. 
    

Q. How do we understand the meaning of the Bible? 
A. We understand the meaning of the Bible by the help of the Holy Spirit, who 

guides the Church in the true interpretation of the Scriptures. 
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