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PRELUDE - by Bradford Dale 

 
THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

 
GLORIA 
Celebrant and people 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 



THE COLLECT 
 

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in 

the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed 
saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those ineffable joys that you 
have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with 
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT – Revelation 7:9-17        

After this I, John, looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They 
cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

"Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" And all 
the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, 
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, 

"Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power 
and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen." 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and 
where have they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he 
said to me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

"For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and 
night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter 
them.  They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, 
nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their 
shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes." 

The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God 

 
PSALM 34:1-10, 22        

1    I will bless the LORD at all times; * 

his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 



2    I will glory in the LORD; * 
let the humble hear and rejoice. 

3    Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; * 
let us exalt his Name together. 

4    I sought the LORD, and he answered me * 
and delivered me out of all my terror. 

5    Look upon him and be radiant, * 
and let not your faces be ashamed. 

6    I called in my affliction and the LORD heard me * 
and saved me from all my troubles. 

7    The angel of the LORD encompasses those who fear him, * 
and he will deliver them. 

8    Taste and see that the LORD is good; * 
happy are they who trust in him! 

9    Fear the LORD, you that are his saints, * 
for those who fear him lack nothing. 

10 The young lions lack and suffer hunger, * 
but those who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good. 

22 The LORD ransoms the life of his servants, * 
and none will be punished who trust in him.    

 

THE EPISTLE:  1 John 3:1-3        

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and 

that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What 
we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 
And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God 

 
MUSIC       My Soul Gives Glory to My God          ADVENT CHOIR 

   

My soul gives glory to my God. My heart pours out its praise. 
God lifted up my lowliness in many marvelous ways. 

 



My God has done great things for me: yes, holy is his name. 
All people will declare me blessed, and blessings they shall claim. 

 

Love casts the mighty from their thrones, promotes the insecure, 
leaves hungry spirits satisfied, the rich seem suddenly poor. 

 

Praise God, whose loving covenant supports those in distress, 
remembering past promises with present faithfulness. 

 
THE GOSPEL:  Matthew 5:1-12 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
THE SERMON - The Rev. Jason Oden 

 
 
 
 



THE NICENE CREED 
Celebrant and people 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 



PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD  
The congregation is invited to stand                                   
 

Officiant Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power 
and might be to our God forever and ever!  We bring into your eternal 
presence, O God, our prayers and intercessions, as we say:  Taste and see 
that God is good; happy are they who trust in the Most High! 

 
Intercessor You have blessed and called your Church to be your own children, O Holy 

One, and to live in the spirit of Christ:  Guide and sustain us until we join 
with those who have led the way into your eternal presence.   

 

Taste and see that God is good; 
People happy are they who trust in the Most High! 
 
Intercessor You bring into your glory a multitude from every nation, from all tribes and 

peoples and languages, Almighty One:  Let those who exercise authority in 
the world live in the light of your eternal wisdom.   

 

Taste and see that God is good; 
People happy are they who trust in the Most High! 
 
Intercessor Your eternal glory fills earth and heaven, Infinite One:  Look throughout the 

earth to bless the poor in spirit and those who mourn; the meek and those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness; the merciful, the pure in heart, 
and the peacemakers; and those who are persecuted for right.   

 

Taste and see that God is good; 
People happy are they who trust in the Most High! 
 
Intercessor You bless our community with gracious affection, O Loving One:  Let all 

who live among us live as Jesus has taught us to live.   
 

Taste and see that God is good; 
People happy are they who trust in the Most High! 
 
Intercessor Listen for those who call in their affliction, and save them from their 

troubles, especially ___.  (Congregation is welcome to add their own petitions.) 
 

Let us exalt God’s Name together, as we offer our grateful thanksgivings, 
especially for ___.  (Congregation is welcome to add their own thanksgivings.) 
 



Salvation belongs to our God and to the Lamb:  We remember those who 
have died and entrust them into your eternal glory, especially ___.  
(Congregation may add the names of those to remember.) 
Clothe them in their white robes of triumph that they may praise you 
before your heavenly throne.   

 

Taste and see that God is good; 
People happy are they who trust in the Most High! 
 
Officiant Let your eternal glory shine in heaven and earth to cast away all darkness 

by the light of your presence, O God:  As we join the heavenly hosts to 
worship you in our prayers, let the Lamb be our shepherd to guide 
humanity to the springs of the water of life; and let your Spirit wipe away 
every tear from every eye, through Jesus Christ the Blessed One, who lives 
and reigns with you, and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Celebrant and people 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



THE ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always 
People And also with you. 
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

– Birthdays and Anniversaries of Weddings and Unions  

 
 
MUSIC        If Ye Love Me                     ADVENT CHOIR 
 

If ye love me, keep my commandments. 
And I will pray the Father, 

And he shall give you another comforter, 
That he may 'bide with you forever; 

E'en the spirit of truth. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 
The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, 
living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 



Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your 
blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, 
beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with 
them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify 
your Name, as we say, 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel.  The Celebrant continues 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom 
and love. You formed us in your  own image, giving the whole world into our care, so 
that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. 
When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of 
death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. 
Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you 
taught us to hope for salvation. 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son 
to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one 
of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to 
prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to 
death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, 
he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in 
the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them 
he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 



shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me." 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  Recalling Christ's death 
and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your 
right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have 
given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

Celebrant and People 

We praise you, we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

The Celebrant continues 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, 
and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy 
people, 
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a 
living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood 
of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

Remember Oliver Albert Baily, Florence Jessup Beaujon, Andrew Doyle, and David 
Roebuck. 
Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to 
you alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints who have found favor 
with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty 
God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Celebrant and people 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 



    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  
  
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
COMMUNION 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and his Lutheran counterpart Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton welcome 
congregations and individuals to regularly pray “A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of 
God.” This prayer is meant to unite us in common prayer and revive us for common mission, wherever 
and however we may be gathered. 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 
 

 God of all power and love, 
we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, 
break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 



Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

You are God’s beloved children.  

In Christ, you are blessed in your every need.  

Through the Holy Spirit the victorious saints intercede to support you. 

And the blessing of our loving God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you and 
strengthen you, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE – by  Bradford Dale 
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