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Behold, I bring you good tidings of a great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.     Luke 2:10, 11 

 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

The Officiant says to the people 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly 

Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set 
forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf 
of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that we may 
prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with 
penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite 
goodness and mercy. 

 
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 

 
Officiant stands and says 

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen 

 
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 

Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

Officiant Alleluia. Unto us a child is born:  
People  O come, let us adore him.  Alleluia. 
 
 



VENITE Psalm 95:1-7 
 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord; * 

    let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are all the corners of the earth, * 
    and the strength of the hills is his also. 
The sea is his, and he made it, * 
    and his hands prepared the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and fall down, * 
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is the Lord our God, * 
    and we are the people of his pasture 
    and the sheep of his hand. 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
    let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * 
    and with righteousness to judge the world 
    and the peoples with his truth. 

 

Officiant Alleluia. Unto us a child is born:  
People  O come, let us adore him.  Alleluia. 

 
PSALM 147:13-21       

13 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; * 

praise your God, O Zion; 

14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 
he has blessed your children within you. 

15 He has established peace on your borders; * 
he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

16 He sends out his command to the earth, * 
and his word runs very swiftly. 

17 He gives snow like wool; * 
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 
who can stand against his cold? 

19 He sends forth his word and melts them; * 
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

20 He declares his word to Jacob, * 
his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 



21 He has not done so to any other nation; * 
to them he has not revealed his judgments. 
Hallelujah! 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT – Isaiah 61:10-62:3       

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed 

me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,  
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring 
up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 
For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until her 
vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch.  The nations shall 
see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the LORD will give.  You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 

 The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God. 

 
THE SONG OF MARY Luke 1:46-55 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 
    and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 
For he hath regarded * 
    the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold from henceforth * 
    all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 
    and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him * 
    throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm; * 
    he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 
    and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * 
    as he promised to our forefathers, 
    Abraham and his seed for ever. 

  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 



THE EPISTLE – Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7  
      

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would 

be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be 
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 
heir, through God. 

 The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God. 

 
THE SONG OF SIMEON Luke 2:29-32 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 
    according to thy word; 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 
    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 
    and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
THE GOSPEL:  John 1:1-18 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ  
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 
a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he 
of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") 



From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the 
only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
SERMON by The Rev. Jason Oden 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

Officiant Let us recite together the Apostle’s Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, dead, and buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 



And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD  
The congregation is invited to stand                                   
 

Officiant In Christ, God’s Word has become flesh dwelling among us, full of grace and 
truth.  Let us pray to the true light which enlightens the world, that from the 
fullness of God all creation may receive grace upon grace, saying: What has 
come into being in Christ was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

 
Intercessor Gracious God, clothe your Church with the garments of salvation and cover her 

with robes of righteousness, that we may be your witnesses to testify to the light.   
 

What has come into being in Christ was life,  
People and the life was the light of all people. 
 
Intercessor Inspire the leaders of our nation and all in authority in the ways of grace and truth, 

that we may no longer be a people enslaved under the law but may know 
ourselves to be heirs, adopted as God’s children.   
 

What has come into being in Christ was life,  
People and the life was the light of all people. 
 
Intercessor Be our light in the darkness for all the world, that the fullness of your heart may be 

made known for the healing of the earth.   
 

What has come into being in Christ was life,  
People and the life was the light of all people. 
 
Intercessor Live among us, O Word made flesh, and reconcile this community to your light.   

 

What has come into being in Christ was life,  
People and the life was the light of all people. 
 
Intercessor May your people be a crown of beauty and a royal diadem in your hand, as we 

pray in faith for ___.  (Congregations is welcome to add their own petitions.)  
 

Hear our gratitude for your glory manifest among us, especially for ___ .  
(Congregation is welcome to add their own thanksgivings.) 
 

Receive those who have died as heirs of eternal life, especially ___.  (Congregation is 

welcome to add the names of those to remember.) 
 

What has come into being in Christ was life,  
People and the life was the light of all people. 
 
Officiant Loving and gracious Creator, from the beginning you have brightened our 

darkness with the light of your life:  Let your vindication shine out like the dawn, 



and your salvation like a burning torch, that your Word made flesh may bring 
grace upon grace to all the earth, in the power of your Holy Spirit, through Jesus 
Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, 

enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A COLLECT FOR SUNDAYS 

O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of 

thy Son our Lord: Grant us this day such blessing through our worship of thee, that the days 
to come may be spent in thy favor; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A COLLECT FOR GUIDANCE 

O heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray thee 

so to guide and govern us by thy Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life 
we may not forget thee, but may remember that we are ever walking in thy sight; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and his Lutheran counterpart Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton welcome 
congregations and individuals to regularly pray “A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God.” 
This prayer is meant to unite us in common prayer and revive us for common mission, wherever and however 
we may be gathered. 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT AMONG THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
Celebrant and people 
 

 God of all power and love, 
we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, 
break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

May our wondrous God who has adopted us as children and heirs of divine life fill you with 

God’s light. 
 



May Christ, the Word become flesh, fill you with the life which is the light of all people.  
 

May the Spirit whom God has sent into your hearts fill you with grace upon grace.  
 

And the blessing of our glorious God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you and dwell in 
you always.  Amen. 

 
Let us bless the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.          Romans 15:13 
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