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PRELUDE by Bradford Dale 

 
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 
 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

Officiant The earth is the Lord’s, for he made it. 

People Come let us adore him.  

 

VENITE    Psalm 95:1-7  

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 

    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
 

For the Lord is a great God, * 
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
    and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 
 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 

Officiant The earth is the Lord’s, for he made it. 

People Come let us adore him.  

 
PSALM 19 
 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 

and the firmament shows his handiwork. 

2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

3 Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world. 



5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;  
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens  
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

8 The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;  
let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 

    14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  
be acceptable in your sight, * 
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

 
 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 
THE LESSONS  
 

A READING FROM EXODUS                 EXODUS 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20    

Then God spoke all these words: 

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you 
shall have no other gods before me. 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or 
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name. 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work. 



Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your 
God is giving you. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain 
smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to us, 
and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be 
afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God. 

 
CANTICLE 12   A SONG OF CREATION     
         

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, * 
    O heavens and all waters above the heavens. 
Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, * 
    all winds and fire and heat. 
Winter and Summer, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, * 
drops of dew and flakes of snow. 
Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, * 
    O shining light and enfolding dark. 
Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 



Let the earth glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, 
and all that grows upon the earth, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, * 
    O whales and all that move in the waters. 
All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, * 
    and all you flocks and herds. 
O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Let the people of God glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O priests and servants of the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls of the righteous, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
You that are holy and humble of heart, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 
A READING FROM PAUL’S LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS  PHILIPPIANS 3:4B-14    

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a 

member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I 
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 
sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that 
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and 
the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if 
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 



Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my 
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God. 

 
MUSIC       Healing River of the Spirit                    ADVENT CHOIR 

 

Healing river of the Spirit, bathe the wounds that living brings. 
Plunge our pain, our sin, our sadness deep beneath your sacred springs. 

Weary from the restless searching that has lured us from your side, 
we discover in your presence peace that world cannot provide. 

 

Wellspring of the healing Spirit, stream that flows to bring release, 
as we gain our selves, our senses, may our lives reflect your peace. 

Grateful for the flood that heals us, may your church enact your grace. 
As we meet both friend and stranger, may we see our Savior’s face. 

 

Living stream that heals the nations, make us channels of your pow’r. 
All the world is torn by conflict; wars are raging at this hour. 

Saving Spirit, move among us; guide our winding human course, 
till we find our way together, flowing homeward to our source. 

 
A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW   MATTHEW 21:33-46 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 

around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 
another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he 
sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son 
to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw 
him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do 
to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is 
amazing in our eyes’? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 
produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will 
crush anyone on whom it falls.” 



When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about 
them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a 
prophet. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
SERMON by The Rev. Jason Oden 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

Officiant Let us recite together the Apostle’s Creed. 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth.  
  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

 and born of the Virgin Mary.  

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,    

 was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray.  
 

 Our Father in heaven,  

    hallowed be your Name,  

    your kingdom come,  

    your will be done,  

       on earth as in heaven.  



 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins  

    as we forgive those  

       who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial,  

    and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power,  

    and the glory are yours,  

    now and for ever. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

Officiant  Gracious Creator, you have planted your people in a fertile world and called us to be 
faithful stewards and fruitful servants: Hear us as we call upon you on behalf of all your 
creatures, saying: The heavens declare your glory, O God, and the firmament shows your 
handiwork. 

 
Intercessor  Loving One, you have made us your own through Christ Jesus and given us a 

righteousness based on faith: Nourish your Church that we may be people who produce 
the fruits of your kingdom. 

 

The heavens declare your glory, O God, 
People and the firmament shows your handiwork. 

 
Intercessor  Nurture our nation that our confidence may not be in the flesh or in our own powers, but 

in the righteousness from God that is based on faith. 
 

The heavens declare your glory, O God, 
People and the firmament shows your handiwork. 

 
Intercessor  Inspire all people to obey your commandments, and pour the abundance of your mercy 

upon all who live in places of injustice and violence. 
 

The heavens declare your glory, O God, 
People and the firmament shows your handiwork. 

 
Intercessor  May this community know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his 

sufferings by becoming like him in his death and attaining the resurrection from the 
dead. 

 

The heavens declare your glory, O God, 
People and the firmament shows your handiwork. 

 
Intercessor  Let the words of our mouths and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable in your 

sight, O God, as we come to you offering intercession for those for whom we pray, 
especially ___.  (congregation is welcome to add their own petitions). 

 



Hear our song of thanksgiving and love, as we pray to you with grateful hearts, especially 
for ___.  (congregation is welcome to add their own thanksgivings). 
 
Grant to all who have died to receive the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus, 
especially ___.  (congregation is welcome to add those we remember). 
 

The heavens declare your glory, O God, 
People and the firmament shows your handiwork. 

 
Officiant  Watch over your people with providence and grace, O Compassionate One, and be our 

cornerstone to keep us safe, that we may join in the fruitful work of your Son to bring 
forth justice and peace in a violent and divided world, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more 
than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things 
of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, 
except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
A COLLECT FOR ST FRANCIS 
 

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of this 
world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may, for love of you, delight in your whole 
creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
A PRAYER ATTRIBUTED TO ST. FRANCIS 
 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where 
there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving 
that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal 
life. Amen. 

 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and his Lutheran counterpart Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton welcome congregations and 
individuals to regularly pray “A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God.” This prayer is meant to unite us in 
common prayer and revive us for common mission, wherever and however we may be gathered. 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT AMONG THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

All God of all power and love, 
we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 



a people who pray, worship, learn, 
break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
MUSIC                 Take My Life                       ADVENT CHOIR 
 

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise 

Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love; 
take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne. 

 

Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King; 
take my intellect, and use every power as thou shalt choose. 
Take my will, and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine. 

Take my self, and I will be ever, only, all for thee. 

 
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
 

Celebrant God’s animals inhabit the skies, the land, and the sea; we share the earth with them, and 
like them rely on God’s blessing to sustain and preserve us. We gather today in 
communion and friendship with Francis of Assisi who preached to animals and moved 
throughout the known world sharing God’s unconditional love for all beings. 
Remembering Francis’ love for all God’s creatures, bring forward the animals entrusted 
to your care that we may bless them. 

 
Those who bring animals for blessing hold or place their hands on their animals in blessing. They are blessed by name by the 
Presider, using these or other words. If animals are not present, the Presider joins in prayer with those who come remembering 
them. 
 

Celebrant N., May God who created and preserves you bless, defend, heal, and keep you, this day 
and always. Amen. 

 
When all have been blessed the Presider prays: 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

God of all creation: we give you thanks and praise. Open our eyes to see your hand at 
work in all creation. May your bountiful blessing be upon us all, God our Redeemer, now 
and for ever. Amen.  

 
A BLESSING 

May our gracious God, who gives more than we either desire or deserve, pour upon you the 

abundance of God's mercy, empowering you to produce the fruits of the kingdom. 



May you know Christ and the power of his resurrection, that you may enjoy the righteousness that 
comes through trust in Christ. 

May the Holy Spirit inspire you to press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

And the blessing of our generous God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you and uphold you, now 
and always. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 
POSTLUDE by Bradford Dale 


