
The Road Less Traveled – May 12, 2017 

A few days ago, as I was spending my 15 minutes with God that we talked about two Sundays 

ago, I was directed to the 21st chapter of the Gospel of John, to the story of Peter’s 

conversation with Jesus on the beach following the Resurrection.  If you remember the story, 

which is found in verses 15-17, Jesus asks Peter three times if he loves Him.  Each time Peter 

responds affirmatively, “you know I love you, Lord.”  And yet Jesus continues to ask.  By the 

third time Peter is agitated, dismayed really that Jesus appears to not believe him.  “You know 

everything, Lord,” Peter insists.  “You know I love you.” 

An accompanying piece in my devotional by the late Reuben Job explored the meaning of this 

strange conversation. Job insists that it is love and only love that keeps us faithful to Jesus.  He 

reminded the reader of God’s Great Commandment in the 6th chapter of the Old Testament 

book of Deuteronomy:  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your being and all 

your strength.”  In other words, a life of faith starts with love.  Acknowledging God’s love for 

us.  And loving God in return. 

That’s the starting point. 

Those words hit me hard that day because I immediately thought of all the time we spend in 

church talking about living a life of faith.  About what it looks like to be faithful.  About the 

components that make up a disciple’s walk with Christ.  We talk a lot about the importance of 

being faithful, the challenges of walking with Jesus in a world that seems determined to 

distract us from that journey. The truth is that we – and here I include myself at the top of the 

list – talk about being faithful as if it is a simple act of will, like losing weight or quitting 

smoking.  That if we just try hard enough we will be faithful Christians. 

Those words from John shouted at me the fallacy of that notion. 

What we should be talking about, first and foremost, is what it means to love God, what it 

means to crave an authentic relationship with Jesus.  Because without that love and desire, a 

life of faith will be empty and prove to be an exercise in frustration.  It would be something like 

trying to make marriage work without loving your spouse.  It’s not going to happen.  

That’s why when the Core Leadership Team for the As For Me & My House visioning process 

brought its final report and recommendations to Church Council on Tuesday, it began by 

moving us back to the basics of faith.  “Foremost, Aledo United Methodist Church is called to 

cultivate a passion for Christ.” 

That’s it.  That’s our why.  That’s the reason we exist.  To cultivate and nourish a passion for the 

Lord Jesus in every person who walks through our door and every person we touch outside of 

these doors.  That’s why we do everything we do.  And that must the litmus test that 

determines all of our future actions.  That’s the driving force behind every recommendation 

that came out of the visioning process. 



You can read the report in its entirety here. 

Over the next several days we will be condensing the rather extensive report into a more easily 

digestible version that lays out all of the proposed initiatives.  That we will then share across 

various media platforms, and you will receive one in the mail as well.  I hope you will take the 

time to read the condensed version and study the full report as well.  Then on June 4 – 

Pentecost Sunday – we will gather during the Sunday school hour.  It will be an opportunity to 

ask questions, share your thoughts, and ultimately for the people of Aledo United Methodist 

Church to ask God to bless this journey to which we have committed. 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your being and all your strength,” God says.  

“These words that I am commanding you today must always be on your minds.”  There’s a lot 

in this report, but it all starts there.  Because that’s where God starts. 

See you Sunday. 

 

http://files.constantcontact.com/f596bc42301/42d0f3b6-bcbe-4d33-b4a3-df9e66f91040.pdf

