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It used to be that a picture was worth a thousand words.  These days it’s all about the video.  

With everyone walking around with a video camera at their fingertips, you never know when 

a moment of your life might become fodder for social media.  That’s what happened to 

Anthony Torres.  Torres is a 56-year-old New York man who was recorded shaving on a 

commuter train about a week ago. 

The video, shot by another passenger, showed Torres with his face lathered up as he used a 

disposable razor and flicked shaving cream on the floor.  The man who shot the video then 

posted it to Twitter, where nearly 2.4 million people had viewed it by Monday afternoon.  

Many of the people who watched it left disparaging comments about Anthony Torres, 

calling him a slob, nasty and an animal. 

What the video didn’t really tell was the story.  Turns out Anthony Torres is homeless.  He 

reached out to his brother, who lives in New Jersey, and his brother sent him the money for 

the train ticket.  Torres left a homeless shelter in New York that morning, but did not have 

an opportunity to shower and shave.  He said he didn’t want to “look homeless” when his 

brother met him at the train station, so he did what he could on the train ride. 

That’s the problem with all of us shooting and posting videos.  It’s so easy – too easy – to 

capture a moment without capturing the story.  It has become almost a sport to many, 

catching people at vulnerable moments and then launching those moments into the 

stratosphere of social media.  Every day, it seems, I hear yet another story of someone 

behaving badly and – of course – there’s a video of it as well.   

But oftentimes they don’t tell the story.  They might catch two people at the pinnacle of 

conflict, without showing what led to that moment.  They might catch someone appearing 

to behave badly, when that may not be the case at all.  Remember the video of the man 

“taking” the foul ball away from the little boy at a Cubs game?  Turns out the man had 

already caught two other foul balls, and gave the little boy one of them.  The video didn’t 

show that. 

It may be true that the video doesn’t lie, but neither does it tell the whole truth.  And we are 

– all of us – way too anxious to become shocked and indignant over the “truth” that is right 

there on our phone screens.   

Everybody has a story.  And every situation has a context.  And I suspect each one of us has 

moments that we would not want broadcast to the world.  Heck, I have whole days like that.   

Maybe something to consider before hitting “share” or piling on with yet another comment. 

See you Sunday. 


