
The Road Less Traveled – April 27, 2017 

I was reminded the other day of a verse from the book of Proverbs.  Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there is 

no vision, the people perish.”  The verse, with which I was not familiar, hit me hard.  In fact, I think I am 

going to find a way to frame it and put it up in my office.  Because it’s a great reminder of why we are 

doing what we are doing.   

For the past year we have been working to implement the vision articulated by the As For Me & My House 

team after months of discernment and holy conversations.  In the end, it was pretty basic.  We exist as a 

church, we all proclaimed, to cultivate a passion for Jesus Christ.  And at the heart of that vision is the 

belief that it’s all about relationship.  Our relationship with each other.  Our relationship with Jesus.  And 

our relationship with the community and the world around us.   

For several months now I have been in prayer, asking God for guidance as to where we go from here.  We 

are implementing our vision.  We are deliberately working to build relationships within our church family, 

and we are beginning to see the fruits of that work.  But I still had a nagging sense that there was a next 

step that we had yet to discern.  And so I have been praying for that discernment. 

I believe that God answers prayers, including this one. 

A month or so ago I was contacted by a man named Josh representing Project-44.  Project-44 is a ministry 

created back in 2008 by Ben and Margret Fields.  Margret is a colleague of mine who until recently served 

as an associate pastor at Acton United Methodist Church in Granbury.  Her husband Ben owns a car repair 

shop in Fort Worth.  And the two of them had a vision of going beyond the four walls of the church to help 

those in need.  They began soliciting donations of old cars that people were looking to replace.  Ben would 

take the cars, get them into good running condition, and then give those cars to families who could not 

afford to buy them.  Since 2008, the ministry has given away more than 400 cars to families who 

desperately need transportation, changing lives in the process. 

It’s pretty exciting.  But what really excites me is the opportunity that we have to partner with Project-44 

in its newest ministry called Family 2 Family.  I’m not going to go into all the details here, but it is a ministry 

that will help us combine the outreach that we are already doing with the vision for building relationships 

both inside and outside the walls of our church.  I am discerning this as the next faithful step in our vision. 

Rev. Margret Fields will be preaching at all of our services on Sunday, May 6, and she will sketch this 

opportunity for us.  This is not a plea for funding.  We’re not going to pass the plate for Project-44.  This is 

an invitation for us to partner with Project-44 to become even more effective in Aledo UMC being the 

hands, feet, voice and very presence of Christ to our neighbors, and to cultivate a passion for Jesus not just 

inside the walls of our campus, but into our community as well. 

So I hope you will make a special point to be in worship on Sunday, May 6.  A year ago God helped us cast a 

vision.  And now I am convinced that God is calling us to the next step. 

See you Sunday. 


