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FY2023 Budget Update:  
The Legislature has completed its departmental and public hearings through the budget 
committees in both Chambers. A few weeks ago, DOH Commissioner Judy Persichilli came 
before the budget committees to defend the initiatives the Department will be funding in the 
upcoming fiscal year. The discussion largely centered around COVID-19 response, but the 
Commissioner highlighted plans to spend $2.4 billion on public health, hospital care and 
facilities in the state’s health care system.  
 
State Treasurer, Elizabeth Muoio, also appeared before lawmakers recently and announced that 
the state will collect nearly $51.4 billion in tax revenues by the end of the fiscal year on June 
30th. This projection is over $8 billion higher than the anticipated revenues at the beginning of 
the fiscal year and how this surplus in revenue will be distributed has been largely debated in the 
press since the announcement. Some lawmakers, like Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin, are 
calling for tax relief programs and Republican lawmakers are highlighting their “Give it Back” 
initiative that would provide direct rebates to taxpayers. Other lawmakers, like Senator Paul 
Sarlo, have called for a portion of the surplus to be put in the rainy-day fund and pay down debt 
in anticipation of a potential recession next year in the range of $6-8 billion to put the state in a 
position to ward off a future recession.  
 
Legislative leadership has indicated that an Appropriations Act is likely to be passed on June 27th 
and sent to the Governor’s desk. The Appropriations Act must be signed into law by June 30th to 
avoid a government shut down.   
 
One of the main budgetary issues that has arisen during the budget process is legislative 
oversight of federal COVID-19 funds, which was not initially included in the Governor’s 
proposed budget. Legislative leadership has re-enforced the importance of legislative oversight 
of the federal funding, which the state has until the end of 2024 to budget and until 2026 to 
spend. 
 
Legislative Update: 
 
A223 – “Consumer Access to Health Care Act”; eliminates requirement of joint protocol with 
physician for advanced practice nurses to prescribe medication. 

• Status: Introduced and referred to Assembly Health Committee  
• Prime Sponsor: Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz 
• Description: This legislation seeks to eliminate joint protocol requirements for APNs to 

prescribe medication for patients. This bill has been reintroduced every session since 
2008 when the NJ State Nurses Association decided to remove joint protocol from APN 
statutes. As the legislative session ramps up, this legislation is important to highlight 



because the changes in leadership in the Senate, with the loss of Steve Sweeney as our 
backstop against scope-related legislation.  

 
S1522/A2286 – Eliminates certain practice restrictions for APNs.  

• Status: Introduced and referred to Assembly/Senate Health Committees 
• Prime Sponsors: Senator Joe Vitale & Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz  
• Description: This legislation would expand the scope of practice for APNs by removing 

joint protocol and physician supervision requirements for APNs with 24 months or 2400 
hours of practice. The legislation also changes the definition of collaboration to allow 
APNs with the required experience to collaborate with another APN, rather than current 
law requiring physician collaboration. Furthermore, the legislation would eliminate 
restrictions on prescribing and administering anesthesia for APNs. 

 
S2392/A4057 - Requires medical fee schedule by automobile insurers to provide for 
reimbursement of certain services provided by ambulatory surgical center at rate of 300 percent 
of Medicare payment rate. 

• Status: Introduced and referred to Senate Commerce Committee & Assembly Financial 
Institutions and Insurance Committee 

• Prime Sponsor: Senator Joe Lagana & Assemblyman Chris Tully 
• Description: This legislation would require the medical fee schedule utilized for 

reimbursement of medical expenses by certain automobile insurers to reimburse for 
services provided by ASCs not currently listed at a rate of 300% of the Medicare 
payment rate for that service.  

 
A1255/S1794 – “Ensuring Transparency in Prior Authorization Act”.  

• Status: Introduced and referred to Senate Commerce Committee & on 2nd reading in the 
Assembly.  

• Prime Sponsor: Senator Vin Gopal & Assemblyman Sterley Stanley  
• Description: This legislation would make changes to the current prior authorization 

process to increase transparency and create a more fair process for patients. Some of the 
changes proposed in the introduced legislation include requiring insurance companies to 
state on their websites their prior authorization requirements for procedures, require 
insurance companies to make decisions more quicky, within 48 hours, rather than within 
weeks as the current law allows, requires extended time for a patient to determine if they 
want to move forward with care before the prior authorization expires, and allows a 
provider to deem if step therapy protocol is unnecessary.  

 
S1177/A4032 – Revises out-of-network arbitration process. 

• Status: Passed in Senate and on 2nd reading in Assembly   
• Prime Sponsor: Senator Joe Lagana & Assembly Speaker Coughlin 
• Description: As you may recall we were in favor of clean-up legislation last session that 

made some technical changes to the out-of-network law. This bill is similar to the 
previous legislation with some differences in the extensions from the previous bill. This 
legislation would extent the amount of time providers have to negotiate settlement from 
30 to 60 days, extends deadline to reach settlement from 30 days to 90 days, and the 



difference between the carrier and provider’s final offers must be $1,000 or higher for 
arbitration to be initiated, unless the bill amount is $2,500.  

 
 Access to Care Coalition Media Campaign: 
 
As you are aware, a few weeks ago we formally announced that the Access to Care Coalition 
digital media campaign to support physician-led care had officially launched. This campaign 
showcases how 19 specialties with over 31,000 members in the physician community have 
joined together to protect the collaborative team care model and combat scope expansion efforts 
in NJ.  
 
Initial reports have shown that the sponsored ads are continuing to perform very well, with over 
750k impressions thus far overall and over 500k impressions to health committee members in 
both Chambers. The digital ads will continue through the month of June as we continue meeting 
with key lawmakers expressing our concerns with APN direct practice legislation. Below is the 
first ad that has been running this month.  
 

 
 
 
Senator Joe Vitale, Chairman of the Senate Health, Human Services, and Senior Citizens 
Committee and sponsor of the anti-scope legislation, has not posted the bill in his committee yet 
despite clear interest in doing so. The impasse is a result of our continued awareness campaign 
alerting legislative leaders and key committee members of the significant and dangerous impact 
of this legislation on the House of Medicine. Recently, we collaborated with the Access to Care 
Coalition on a Fact/Fiction document that dismantled the claims APNs had made in a white 
paper released with the intention of bolstering their campaign to move this legislation. Our 
Fact/Fiction disproves the claims that were made about extreme joint protocol fees, 



supervision/collaboration while waivers have been implemented by the Governor’s EO, costs of 
care, and increased access to care. To view the Fact/Fiction, click here. 
 
NJSSA Media Campaign: 
 
This week the digital ads for the NJSSA media campaign are officially live. Below are the sets 
that are being hyperlinked to our website, NJ Doctors for Patient Safety. We’ve also been 
collaborating with ASA on a call to action that will be distributed to membership calling on them 
to contact their lawmakers and oppose the APN direct practice legislation currently introduced. 
The call to action will also be linked on our website.  
 
Additionally, we want to thank Dr. Amanda Burden and Dr. Gregg Lobel for presenting our 
$25,000 application to the ASA Reviewing Committee last week. The Reviewing Committee 
was impressed by the efforts we have undertaken to combat scope expansion in New Jersey and 
their support of our campaign seems promising as we go on to the next phase of the application 
process. 
 
 

 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 


