
 
 

The Westshore Alliance is a membership-based organization of business and community 
leaders recognized as the -member businesses 

economic prosperity of the Westshore Business District. 

2019 Transportation  
Year In Review 

The Westshore Alliance Transportation and Master Plan Committees are an example of how business 
leaders, community leaders, employees, residents, and public officials can convene and collaborate to 
achieve shared goals. This year followed a successful 2018 and sets up our organization for a great 2020. 
 
The Westshore Alliance has been working for more than 30 years to secure funding for a new Westshore 
Interchange. The waiting came to an end in October when Florida Governor Ron DeSantis and the 
Florida Department of Transportation announced that $1.4 billion was being allocated for the 
Westshore Interchange in July 2023. The allocation in the fourth year of FDOT’s five-year plan provides 
certainty for a project that started development in 1987. 
 
The interchange as originally imagined and as designed for today, will include express lanes, a transit 
corridor, and connections under Interstate 275 that have not existed since the interstate was first built 
in the 1960s. Reo, Occident, and Trask Streets will reconnect as a result of the interchange, and allow for 
an improved street grid in Westshore to facilitate transit, pedestrian access, and redevelopment.  
 
Reo, Occident, and Trask will allow West Shore Blvd. and Lois Avenue to become Complete Streets, 
which has been another focus of the Westshore Alliance. Hillsborough County has started a study on 
West Shore Blvd. that will serve as the first step towards making West Shore Blvd. look like the vision 
described by the Alliance’s Master Plan Committee, which was restarted in 2019.  
 
The City of Tampa’s study of Lois Avenue includes the Gray Street Bicycle Boulevard, which was first 
conceived by the Alliance’s Transportation Action Plan. The City adopted several Action Plan projects 
into their budget and All For Transportation referendum project lists, including the neighborhood 
inspired Grady Avenue Trail. FDOT is also looking to add the Dale Mabry Pedestrian Bridge to the Tampa 
Bay Next projects when the Westshore Interchange is constructed. That project was developed by the 
Alliance and included in the Hillsborough MPO’s project list in 2017. 
 
The need for all modes of transportation increases as Westshore continues to develop and redevelop. In 
2020, the new Howard Frankland Bridge will begin to cross Tampa Bay. The bridge is scheduled to be 
completed in 2024, just as Westshore Interchange construction begins. The Alliance will keep working 
with local officials to secure funding for new pedestrian and transit projects.  
 
Thank you for being part of our efforts in 2019. We hope that you join us in 2020. 
 
 
 

https://www.flgov.com/2019/10/24/governor-ron-desantis-and-fdot-announce-1-4-billion-westshore-area-interchange-construction-project/
http://www.tampabaynext.com/interstate-modernization/history/
http://www.tampabaynext.com/projects/westshore-area-interchange/
https://www.choosewestshore.com/westshore-alliance/services-and-initiatives/master-plan/
https://www.choosewestshore.com/files/FINAL%202018-10-29%20Westshore%20Transportation%20Action%20Plan.pdf

