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“Usted ha llegado al éxito en su área de destreza cuando no sabe que lo 
que está haciendo es trabajando o jugando”.

“You've achieved success in your field when you don't know whether 
what you're doing is work or play.”

— Warren Beatty

 The all-day event at Northern Essex 
Community College included two qualifying 
games against the U18 Pumas representing 
the New Region, and the Maine Juniors, 
representing the state of Maine, which 
Beyond Volley won in commanding back-
to-back sets. The ten (10) contributing 
Club players, all high school age females 
from Lawrence, with one player #beyond 
the city limits, have been practicing for 
months, including extra fitness and college 
film-watching to learn new styles of play, 
and that commitment showed. The team 
played with incredible heart and tenacity, 
leaving everything on the court and earning 
themselves a quick spot in the semifinals. 
Per USA Volleyball requirements, while 
waiting for that matchup, players refereed, 
ran the scoreboard, and called the lines of 
other matches. That focus aligns well with 
Beyond Volley's mission that incorporates 
on and off-the-court leadership, health, and 
academic components into everything it 
does. The girls also get to appreciate referees 
and the value of good sportsmanship. 
 In the semifinal competition, the team 
faced another Maine Juniors team, as most 
area clubs sponsor dozens of teams in every 
age group. Beyond Volley will get there! The 
girls played as a solid collective unit with 
excellent communication. This ties back 
to their dedicated Coach Mentors, who, in 
addition to Head Coach Leti, include Abigail 
Heredia, a former Lawrence High School 
MVP student-athlete, plus Coach Mentors, 
Jennifer Suriel, Melissa Cartagena and Jey 
Santiago. They won the first and second 
sets in this best out of three tourney action, 
and at that point, their focused play had 
caught the attention of many other teams, 
plus lots of fans and participating families. 
In fact, players from an opposing team 
approached the girls, remarking at "how 
talkative and loud they were, and that they 
couldn't help but watch them from the other 
court!" That says a lot. The "new" light blue, 
white and orange uniforms also added to 
the memorable experience thanks to a long-
standing partnership with the New Balance 
Foundation. Take it from Leti’s daughter and 
the team's only Haverhill player, Mia Ferrer-
Valdez, who had an impressive Club debut. 
  "It was one of the best volleyball 
experiences in my life. I got to spend time 

with my team, that is not only my team but 
also my family." - Mia, age 16
 Although losing in the final matchup 
against the BeanTown Club (Boston & 
Metro-west area) in a nailbiter that came 
down to a few last serves (23-25), the girls 
played "beyond" anyone's expectations. 
Inspired by seeing and being part of this 
tourney's different levels of competition, the 
girls elevated their game! Overall, it was an 
unforgettable experience and an ?essential 
first step for this Beyond Volley Club 
program that has no intention of slowing 
down. 
 "It was incredible. I never had the 
opportunity to participate in a volleyball 
club. How we moved and talked as a team 
was incredible. A connection that I hadn't 
felt before. The truth is my experience was 
amazing!" – Ashley, age 16
 Together with other Beyond Volley, 
Beyond Soccer leaders, and alumni, Leti 
determined that this Club pathway was 
necessary. These players are talented and 
deserve every opportunity to take their skills 
and passion for the game to the next level. 
USA Volleyball affiliation, which included 
months of training and certifications, 
means increased exposure to different 
volleyball environments. It presents an 
avenue where colleges, near and far, can 
see players in action. Sure, club sports 
can be extensive, including gym rentals, 
insurance, registrations, equipment, and 
travel expenses, but that is why Beyond 
Volley (and Beyond Soccer) exist; to ensure 
these quality play opportunities are possible 
and Naidelyn can "feel that adrenaline 
again." 
  "My first game playing club, it was 
magnificent. I really felt the connection 
between all of us. I felt no fear because I 
knew my team was right there to back me 
up and support me just like I was right there 
to support them. I truly loved it, and I can't 
wait for the next one. I can't wait to feel 
that adrenaline I felt back when I was on 
the court again." – Naidelyn, age 17.
 Now, these Club players and soon-to-be 
others (boys too!) will play from December 
1st through late April/early May, including 
practicing up to 4x per week, with as many 
as 4-6 games on weekends, depending on 
tournament schedules. 

Beyond Volley Competes in its First NERVA Tournament 
as an Official Club Program and Earns a Spot in the Finals!
On Sunday, March 13th, Beyond Volley Director and Head Coach, Leti Valdez led one of Lawrence's 
first recognized Club programs to a never-forget NERVA tournament experience

Beyond Volley Director and Head Coach, Leti Valdez, providing a pre-game pep talk to 
Beyond Volley Club Players pictured here: Ashley Martinez, Nileyska Rigual, Haneliz 
Frias, Diaraliz Brito, Anyelis De La Cruz, Malaysiah Rodriguez, Emily Amparo, Mia 
Ferrer-Valdez, Naidelyn Gomez, and Anyelis Hernandez, together with Coach Mentors, 
Abigail Heredia, Jennifer Suriel, Melissa Cartagena and Jey Santiago 

NERVA - New England Region Volleyball Association, one of 40 regions of USA 
Volleyball representing the States of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, and Vermont.

Fire victims / Víctimas de incendios
When a fire occurs in Lawrence, usually many families are left homeless and 
in need of everything.  Please contact Heal Lawrence if you wish to make a 
contribution to the victims.  The website has a list of items and things that 
are needed as well as victims’ names, ages, sizes, etc. but they suggest giving 
them gift cards to grocery stores and department stores in any denomination.

*****
Cuando un incedio ocurre en Lawrence, por lo regular muchas familias 
se quedan sin hogar y necesitados de todo.  Favor de ponerse en contacto 
con Heal Lawrence si desea hacer una contribución a las víctimas.  El sitio 
en la internet tiene una lista de artículos que necesitan así como nombres, 
edades, tallas, etc. de las víctimas pero ellos sugieren que les compren 
tarjetas de mercados o tiendas por departamentos de cualquier denominación.

http://heallawrence.org/ heallawrence@aol.com 
https://www.facebook.com/heallawrence.mass




