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Coach Isabella Quadros has a little fun with Oliver Acevedo, 8.

Beyond incredible

How Beyond Soccer transformed a city and its kids

By Bill Burt

» bburt@eagletribune.com

LAWRENCE — If you'd told
Stephanie McArdle, back when
she was a soccer player at the
University of Michigan, that

she’d one day be fighting for |
field space in Lawrence, she |

might’ve laughed.
But here she is, more than

two decades later, at the heart
of a movement that’s changed

thousands of young lives -
and the city itself.

She was nearly 30, drifting

between soccer jobs, when
she and her mother, Ellen -

60 at the time - with an assist

from fellow sister, Lindsay,

decided to do something that
made sense to them, if not to

anyone else.

The McArdles of Boxford
saw a need in Lawrence, a
city of immigrants where,

ironically, there were no high

school soccer teams at the
time.

“One of the craziest expe-
riences of our lives,” Ellen

McArdle said, remembering

2007.
“We did everything look-
ing for girls. At one point
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If there is a poster child of Beyond Soccer, it is Esmerelda
Hernandez, left, who stands with the organization’s
founder and executive director, Stephanie McArdle.
Hernandez holds up the photo of the first-ever team
started for Lawrence girls by McArdle, the Wolves.

we’d drive by schools, asking white women driving around

if they’d like to play. Imagine
that happening today. Two

asking kids if they wanted to
play soccer. We’d probably get
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arrested.”

But Lawrence needed
them.

“How does a city of immi-
grants, most from countries

1 where soccer is everything,

not have high school soccer
teams?” McArdle wondered.
“This is where we need to
be. We need to see if we can
help.”

They started with a girls
team. That team grew into
a program - Beyond Soc-
cer - with a mission that was
never just about the game.
For McArdle, soccer was
the vehicle, but the desti-
nation was something big-
ger: confidence, community,

opportunity.

They weren’t alone for
long. Local soccer lovers Eric

4 Lundquist and Zoltan Frasch
pitched in, running Saturday

clinics. Lundquist became
their rock, even as O’Neill
Field - riddled with glass,
sometimes needles - served
as their makeshift home.
“Eric did all the dirty
work,” Ellen McArdle said.
“He’d get there early and rake

SEE SOCCER, PAGE 2

DERRY

A slice of the action

Pizzastock celebrates its 10th year

Pizzastock took the
stage Saturday, celebrat-
ing its 10th anniversary
beside Pinkerton Acad-

By Jonah Frangiosa

» jfrangiosa@eagletribune.com

DERRY — What was

first intended to be a emy’s football field. Live
one-time gatheringof ~ music, community orga-
rock bands and close nizations and local res-
ones has stacked the idents shared the green
pizza boxes for a decade, as well as a commitment

becoming one of the
town’s signature sum-
mer events.

to supporting mental

SEE PIZZA, PAGE 4

Tagasky, Maddy
Hawkes, James
Grady and Rob
Rite of Passage

during the

12 bands with

and dozens of

From left, Jordan

Ferullo of the band
perform Saturday
Pizzastock music
festival in Derry.
The event featured

food, field games

local organizations
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By Christian M. Wade

» Statehouse Reporter

BOSTON — State lawmakers wrapped up
their biennial session Friday by frantically
pushing through bills dealing with immigra-
tion and child welfare protections, elder and
primary care, leaving hundreds of other bills
on the table for when they return after the
November elections.

On Thursday, the Democratic-controlled
House and Senate approved a bill that would
bar U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment agents from pursuing civil arrests at
courthouses and ban state and local law
enforcement from asking about immigra-
tion status, among other provisions.

Backers of the PROTECT Act, which is
now on Gov. Healey’s desk, say it will restrict
the ability of ICE to apprehend immigrants
without criminal backgrounds as the Trump
administration gears up for another surge
of immigration enforcement. For some law-
makers, the issue is personal.

“I’'m not just the son of immigrants. I'm
an immigrant myself,” state Sen. Pavel
Payano, a Lawrence Democrat and mem-
ber of the committee that crafted the final
bill, said in remarks earlier this week. “This
bill is important to people in my neighbor-
hood, my family and friends, and the people
Irepresent.”

If signed by Healey, the bill would codify
and expand a 2018 Supreme Judicial Court

SEE RUSH, PAGE 2

Semana
Hispana
comes

to a close

Annual celebration
wraps up in Lawrence

By Jonah Frangiosa

» jfrangiosa@eagletribune.com

LAWRENCE — Latin flags danced
between carnival rides as another success-
ful Semana closed with its grand finale
Sunday.

People found the fun and games at Cam-
pagnone Common over the weekend as
Semana Hispana 2026 wrapped up, end-
ing another year of Lawrence’s annual
weeklong celebration of Hispanic heritage.

The downtown green became a color-
ful gathering place filled with music, food,
dancing and pride for plenty of nations
across the world.

From noon to 10:45 p.m. each day since
Friday, the common was brimming with
activity as families hopped on rides, tested
their luck at games, and stopped to watch
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» Soccer

Continued from Page 1

the field, line it. There were
winos on the corner, just
watching our girls practice.
Eric kept us on point.”

Eric’s sudden death
(he was struck by a car
while biking) nearly broke
them. But elder McArdle
remembered the pact they
made: “We would go on
and do this. Steph spoke
at his funeral. We were
determined.”

Fifteen years later,
Beyond Soccer is unrecog-
nizable from those meager
beginnings.

In 2026, the program
was one of 27 organizations
worldwide to win a grant
from the FIFA Global Citi-
zen Education Fund- cho-
sen out of nearly 3,500
applicants. McArdle found
out while watching Fox
News.

“I let out a little scream,”
she said. “From nothing
to now they’re saying our
name on national TV. It’s
crazy.”

But the grant is just the

latest milestone. What really

matters is the kids.
Esmerelda Hernandez
is the proof. Now a clinical

mental health counselor, she

was one of the first girls the
McArdles recruited from
the Boys & Girls Club.

“She couldn’t look us in
the eye,” the elder McAr-
dle said. “Unbelievably shy
and insecure.” Esmerelda,
then in fourth grade, never
dreamed there were teams
for girls like her.

“I was such a tomboy.
Steph and Ellen provided a
safe space. It was OK to be
a female and still do girly
things. That first team was
an awakening.”

The Wolves - named for
McArdle’s college team,
the Wolverines - joined the
Essex County Youth Soccer
League, even though they
didn’t meet the criteria (of
having three youth teams),
she worked her magic and

the organization, thankfully,

admitted them.
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This is the first-ever team started by Stephanie McArdle, the Wolves, all girls from Lawrence, in 2007.

Most games ended in lop-
sided losses, but the girls
rebounded.

“Me? I hated to lose. That

was the hardest part. But we

were having fun. We loved
it,” Hernandez said. “I had
never been involved with
that kind of camaraderie.”

McArdle noticed Hernan-
dez’s drive and found her
spots at elite camps, even
driving her and another
young star, Oriagna Inirio, to
the Julie Foudy Leadership
Academy in New Jersey, one
of the best in the country.

Of course, the girls needed

aride.

“Did I have half a day to
drive back and forth to drop
them off then later in the
week to pick them up? No.
But this is exactly what we
wanted when we started.
Use soccer to make them
better people,” she said.
“When they got back they
were better players, but
more importantly better
people.”

Hernandez, now 28 and
about to get married, cred-
its Beyond Soccer for
everything.

“If not for Beyond Soc-
cer and that first experience,
I'wouldn’t be where I am
today. And I couldn’t be hap-
pier. I owe so much to Steph-
anie and everyone there.”

She’s not the only one.
Claudia Aguilar, now 17,
started at 8. She remem-
bered meeting Arabella
Ssenyondo, another 8-year-
old, who did a cartwheel
before scoring a goal. “I was
like, “‘Wow! She looks like
she’s having fun.”

Aguilar and Ssenyondo
played together for years
before heading to Pingree
School and, this fall, Whea-
ton College and UMass
Lowell. Both are Beyond
Soccer mentors now.

“This program helped me
not only with soccer, but
my confidence,” Aguilar
said. “I’ve traveled to places
I never would've seen. This
will always be a big part of
my life.”

The numbers tell their
own story: five teams made

the ECYSA tournament this

spring, including two girls’
teams. The eighth grade
and high school girls teams
reached the finals - a first.

There are 34 coach men-
tors, nearly 600 kids, and
29 former players now
coaching.

The summer camp, now
in five locations across Law-
rence, employs 150 mentors
(all paid), and draws hun-
dreds of boys and girls.

The $800,000 annual
budget supports nearly

BILL BURT/Staff photo
These are two of the newest success stories of Beyond
Soccer, Arabella Ssendyondo, 18, and Claudia Aguilar,
17, both of Lawrence. The duo started playing soccer
a decade ago and became best friends and now both
are headed to college with Beyond Soccer’s help. Both
are mentors for the organization’s extensive summer
program.

1,500 kids a year; over 15 6,400-square-foot head-

years, 9,000 young peo- quarters at the Riverwalk

ple have played under the Innovation District has

Beyond Soccer banner. an academic lab, teaching
The organization’s kitchen, and fitness space.

BEYOND SOCCER
STATS

15 Years of Impact
(2011-2026)

Founded: Grown out of a
girls' travel team launched
in 2007, Beyond Soccer was
incorporated as a non-
profit organization on St.
Patrick's Day in 2011.
Reach: Nearly 9,000 young
people served over the
organization’s lifetime,
while currently serv-

ing 1,500 boys and girls
annually.

High school graduation
rate: 98% among year-
round participants.

Youth employment: More
than 150 current and for-
mer players have been
hired as paid Coach Men-
tors, generating more than
$750,000 in youth wages.
Scholarships: More than
$25,000 awarded to gradu-
ating seniors since 2022.
Academic Overtime: More
than 3,500 volunteer
tutoring hours logged,
benefitting youth in
grades 3 through 12.

Staff model: 4 full-time
staff, plus 2 part-time
staff, working alongside
60+ trained Coach Men-
tors, the majority of whom
grew up in the program.
Home base: 6,400 sq. ft.
headquarters at the Riv-
erwalk Innovation District
in Lawrence, featuring an
academic lab, teaching
kitchen, and fitness space.

Oriagna Inirio, another
original player, is now full-
time staff. Declan Mur-
phy, who started as a sixth
grader, now coordinates the
Impact program.

“It’s a different kind of
connection than you might

1 make as a teacher,” Murphy

said. “Kids can be out there
all day, free and happy.”
McArdle, now a fixture

| in Lawrence, laughed at the
| question of what’s next.

“I'll be damned if I know.

1 We still have a lot of work.

We want to get more girls
playing. At some point I'll
be ready to hand this over to
someone else. I love this job.
And I do love this city.”

Lawrence, it turns out,
needed McArdle - and
she needed Lawrence, too.
Beyond Soccer is proof that
aball, a field, and a stubborn
belief in kids can change
almost everything.

You can email Bill Burt at
bburt@eagletribune.com.

» Rush
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ruling that local police don’t
have the power to detain peo-
ple on immigration charges
unless they face criminal

charges.
It would also provide “vic-

tims of unjustified actions” by
federal immigration agents
the ability to sue in state court
if they believe their constitu-

tional rights were violated.

Republican lawmakers
argued that passage of the
measure will put the state in
the crosshairs of the Trump
administration, claiming that
provisions of the bill were

unconstitutional.

On Friday, lawmakers
approved a bill that seeks to
improve the child welfare sys-
tem by expanding the respon-
sibilities of the Department of
Children and Families and
strengthening the role of the
Office of the Child Advocate,
along with setting new rules
for school transfers of chil-

dren in DCF custody.

Lawmakers also sent to
Healey a proposal that would
require the state to create the
licensing process for home-
care workers, including fin-
gerprinting and background
checks and a review of worker
driver’s records if they pro-
vide transportation for their

clients.

Massachusetts is one of a
handful of states that doesn’t

regulate the home care indus-
try, which advocates say puts
patients and workers at risk of

abuse or neglect.

Tens of thousands of work-
ers in the state provide home-
care to elderly, disabled and
home-bound individuals who
depend on the attendants for
basic needs from eating and
bathing to going to the bath-

room and dressing,.

One of the bill’s chief archi-
tects, state Rep. Tom Stanley,
House Chair of the Joint Com-
mittee on Aging and Indepen-
dence, said the agreement “will
help people age in place in Mas-
sachusetts and help build fam-
ilies’ trust that their loved ones

receive quality care.”

“Critically, this agreement
ensures the commonwealth
will have the proper stan-
dards and protections for

home care agencies to pro-
vide quality care to consum-
ers and properly train and
support home care workers,”
the Waltham Democrat said
in a prepared statement.

Under the bill, homecare
agencies will be required
to disclose anyone with a
5% ownership interest in
the company, have workers’
compensation and liabil-
ity insurance, and provide
“appropriate” levels of train-
ing for employees.

The bill also creates two
advisory councils to come
up with recommendations
on standards and procedures
to “address the abusive treat-
ment” of homecare workers,

personal care attendants, and
homecare consumers.

Those bills were previously
approved by both the House
and Senate, but differences
between them needed to be
worked out by a six-member
conference committee.

But lawmakers left doz-
ens of proposals on the table
as they headed out the door
to focus on their reelection
campaigns.

Despite that, unlike previ-
ous sessions lawmakers still
have until the end of the year
to pass legislation.

The July 31 end of formal
sessions date has long been
a source of consternation for
lawmakers who often end up
scrambling to pass major bills
before they break to campaign
for reelection.

In previous years,

lawmakers have left big pieces
oflegislation on the table amid
a bottleneck of bills, drawing
criticism from government
watchdogs.

But the House and Senate
changed their rules last year
to allow any bills that are in
committee by July 31 to still be
considered before the Dec. 31
end of the two-year session.

To be sure, there is plenty
of unfinished business with
more than 2,000 bills yet to
be taken up by both cham-
bers. It’s unlikely that all
of those will be considered
before Dec. 31.

The biennial legislative
logjam has fueled criticism of
Beacon Hill’s reliance on con-
ference committees to work
out differences between bills.

The panels appointed by leg-
islative leaders meet in secret

and hold tremendous sway over
bills, because they are typically
accepted by both branches
without further changes.
Christian M. Wade covers
Massachusetts state government
and politics for CNHI News and
North of Boston Media Group’s
newspapers and websites. Email
him at cwade@cnbinews.com.
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