
Recruiting Volunteer Research Assistants!
By Cipperly Good, the Richard Saltonstall Jr. Curator of Maritime History

Giving context to today’s hot button issues…that is certainly one of the things that 
inspires me to work at Penobscot Marine Museum. While we mount our own exhibits 
and programs to address current events, being able to provide access to primary 
sources for academics, policymakers and the general public truly extends our reach. 
Showing up in a publication’s acknowledgements lets us know we made an impact. 
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Acknowledgement from Kay Retzlaff’s Redefining Irishness in a Coastal Maine City, 1770-1870.

Acknowledgment in Mac McAlister’s The Lumber Boom of Coastal South 
Carolina: Nineteenth-Century Shipbuilding and the Devastation of Lowcountry 

Virgin Forests.



Lest you think I am trying to toot my own horn, those acknowledgments go 
wholeheartedly to our volunteer research assistants. The staff at Penobscot Marine 
Museum wear many “hats” and we couldn’t accomplish much without our crack team of 
volunteers. Our vast collection of objects, archives, photographs, and publications cover 
a wide range of Maine maritime cultural, economic, and ecological subjects drawing 
researchers to our doors. Would you volunteer to assist these researchers in accessing 
the riches of our collection?

We are looking for help creating finding aids on a number of topics. What is a finding aid 
you ask? These guides identify the myriads of collection items related to a specific 
subject. Over the next year it is our hope to create finding aids for the following topics:

Maine’s Extractive Economy: If you love our Working the Bay exhibit and the history 
of Maine’s granite, lime, fisheries, ice, and lumbering industries, then this is the project 
for you! 

Maine’s Fisheries: Our exhibit Gone Fishing! only scratches the surface of the 
collections related to Maine’s fishing industries. Help stakeholders, who make decisions 
about fishing quotas, discover the historic levels of fish abundance.

Traditional Maritime Skills Training: Drawing upon Maine’s rich history of ship- and 
boatbuilding, seamanship, and using natural resources at hand, skills training programs 
and businesses using traditional techniques abound here in Maine. Our collections 
provide first-hand accounts and tools that can be used by these entities.

If these projects pique your interest, please let us know. We will provide training on our 
database and a template for gathering the materials. We prefer you work onsite in 
Searsport, but we can adapt to a hybrid model.

If you would rather pursue your own research topic AND would be willing to take on a 3–
4 hour slot weekly to assist others doing research, we are looking to fill those volunteer 
positions as well. Who knows what publications you will be thanked in?
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Credit in Historical Atlas of Maine, edited by Stephen Hornsby and Richard Judd.
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