
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

God of compassion and grace, be with us in times of spiritual desert and 
isolation. Be our guide and our salvation and lead us forth into the light 
once more.  Amen.  
 
GENESIS 32: 22-32 
 

22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and 
his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them 
and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he 
had. 24 Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until  
daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he 
wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, "Let me go, for the day is breaking." 
But Jacob said, "I will not let you go, unless you bless me." 27 So he said to 
him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Jacob." 28 Then the man said, 
"You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with 
God and with humans, and have prevailed." 29 Then Jacob asked him, 
"Please tell me your name." But he said, "Why is it that you ask my 
name?" And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, 
saying, "For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is  
preserved." 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Peniel, limping  
because of his hip. 32 Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the 
thigh muscle that is on the hip socket, because he struck Jacob on the hip 
socket at the thigh muscle.  
 
PSALM 88: 1-6, 13-14 

Kyrie eleison 

1 O Lord, God of my salvation, when, at night, I cry out in your presence, 
2 let my prayer come before you; incline your ear to my cry. 
3 For my soul is full of troubles, and my life draws near to Sheol. 
Christe eleison 

4 I am counted among those who go down to the Pit; I am like those who 
have no help, 
5 like those forsaken among the dead, like the slain that lie in the grave, 
like those whom you remember no more, for they are cut off from your 
hand. 
Kriste eleison 

6 You have put me in the depths of the Pit, in the regions dark and deep. 
13 But I, O Lord, cry out to you; in the morning my prayer comes before 
you. 
14 O Lord, why do you cast me off? Why do you hide your face from me? 
Christe eleison 

ACTS 9: 1-9 
 

1 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples 
of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the  
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as 
he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice  
saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 5 He asked, "Who 
are you, Lord?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.   
6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to 
do." 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because 
they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and 
though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the 
hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 For three days he was without 
sight, and neither ate nor drank.  
 
MATTHEW 26: 36-46 
 

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to 
his disciples, "Sit here while I go over there and pray." 37 He took with him 
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated.  
38 Then he said to them, "I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, 
and stay awake with me." 39 And going a little farther, he threw himself on 
the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from 
me; yet not what I want but what you want." 40 Then he came to the  
disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, "So, could you 
not stay awake with me one hour? 41 Stay awake and pray that you may 
not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak." 42 Again he went away for the second time and prayed, "My Father, 
if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done."    43 Again he came 
and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So leaving them 
again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same 
words. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still 
sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of 
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let us be going. See, 
my betrayer is at hand."  
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MARCH 17, 2024 
 

5th Sunday in Lent 
Dark Night of the Soul 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT ABIDING LOVE!  
 May you know God’s love as you sing, pray, proclaim, and serve.  

 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO COMMUNION AT ABIDING LOVE.  
Hold out your hands to receive the bread. Gluten free wafers are available. 
 Take a cup of wine (red) or grape juice (white) from the tray. Children and  
adults not communing may come forward and cross their arms over their  

chest to receive a blessing. Please follow the direction of the ushers. 

MUSIC FOR TODAY’S SERVICE   
Dark Night of the Soul — March 17, 2024 

 

 
"Sweet Hour of Prayer" — William B. Bradbury & Lura Foster 
"Faith Begins By Letting Go" — Carl P. Daw © 1996   
"Kyrie Antiphon" — W.P. Sterneman III © 2022 
"Word of God in Human Language" — Jane Parker Huber and John Zundel 
"Blessed Darkness" — Ruth Duck © 1996 
"In the Garden" — Charles Miles & Mary K. Sallee 
"'Tis Midnight" — William Bingham Tappan   
"Now the Feast and Celebration" — Marty Haugen © 1990 
"Go Now in Peace" — Don Besig & Nancy Price © 1988 
"Invention No. 13 in A Minor" — J.S. Bach 



CONNECT WITH ABIDING LOVE 
7210 Brush Country Rd.  Austin, TX  78749     512.892.4040   

info@abidinglove.org    www.abidinglove.org 

ABIDING LOVE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

MARCH 17, 2024 
FIFTH SUNDAY 

OF LENT 

SEASON OF LENT 

 

Sun. March 17: Dark Night of the Soul 
Wed. March 20: The Lord Is In This Place 

 

Be sure to join us Wednesday evenings at 5:30 pm  
during Lent in the Activity Center for food and  
fellowship before evening service at 7:00 pm. 

Dark Night of the Soul! 
 

This powerful spiritual experience has been an element of 
the wilderness journey and personal transformation 

throughout history. It has been written about by ancient 
mystics like St. John of the Cross and modern disciples like 
Mother Theresa. It can be a period of profound separation 
and isolation. It has been experienced by every person of 
faith going back to Jesus, himself, and beyond. Yet it most 
always comes as a precursor to breakthrough, revelation, 
renewal. We’ll explore the mystery of the Dark Night to 

know, in the appearance of God’s absence, the vital  
presence in which we live. 

SERVING  
MARCH 17, 2024 

 

 
Preaching and Presiding 

Rev. Brad Highum  
 

Acolyte 
(8:30) Jonah Gysan 

(11:00) Mabry Roberts 
 

Altar Guild 
(11:00) Denise Alaimo, Bill & Nan 

Hatcher 
 

Assisting Minister 
(8:30) Margaret Dove 

(11:00) Joyce Flachmeier 
 

Children’s Message 
Tyler Parks 

 
Communion Assistant 

(8:30) Amelia Mettke 
(11:00) Rosa Hatfield 

 
Lector 

(8:30) Pat Dove 
(11:00) Audrey Lehman 

 
Music 

Gus Sterneman 
Stephanie Morrison 

Sanctuary Choir 
  

Ushers 
(8:30) Beverly & Randy Sones 

(11:00) John Berkland & Kurt  
Armstrong 

 
Tech 

Zee Zepeda 
George Glaser 

  
 

 
 
 

 

     ABIDING LOVE CALENDAR 
   

SUNDAY, MARCH 17 
  Bread For All Sunday 
 8:30 am      Worship w/ Holy Communion 
      9:45 am      Faith Formation 
      11:00 am      Worship w/ Holy Communion 
 12:00 pm New Member Mtg. (C)  
 12:30 pm Ensemble Rehearsal (S) 
 2:00 pm Mariposa Work Day 
                          

MONDAY, MARCH 18 
 11:00 am      ALLC Food Pantry 
 3:30 pm CC After School (L) 

5:00 pm      Bread for All FP 
6:30 pm Church Council Mtg (Z) 
7:00 pm      AA (HS Room) 
7:00 pm Sarah Circle (Z) 
7:00 pm Troop 555 (AC) 

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 19 
      10:30 am     Tuesday Bible Study (C)  
 3:30 pm CC After School (L) 
      7:00 pm     Alanon (C)  

    

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20 
 10:00 am LLI Estate Planning Class (AC)
 10:00 am     Staff Meeting (L) 
 3:30 pm CC After School (L) 
 5:30 pm Fellowship Dinner (AC) 
 6:00 pm  Music Rehearsals 
 6:15 pm Children’s Choir 
 7:00 pm Worship (S) 
 7:45 pm Choir Rehearsal (MR & L) 
       
THURSDAY, MARCH 21 
     10:00 am Chapel (S) 
 10:00 am LLI Meditation Class (AC) 
      10:00 am      Quilters (UC, MS) 
 1:00 pm LLI Weather + Climate (AC) 
 3:30 pm CC After School (L) 
      6:00 pm      Alanon (L) 
 6:30 pm Western Oaks HOA (C) 
 7:00 pm Adult Faith Formation (Z) 

 

FRIDAY, MARCH 22 
 3:30 pm CC After School (L) 
 7:30 pm ACO Rehearsal (S) 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 123 
 7:30 pm Austin Civic Orchestra (ACO) 
  Parts of the Whole Concert (S) 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 24 
  Palm Sunday 
 8:30 am      Worship w/ Holy Communion 
  with Mixed Blessings 
      9:45 am      Faith Formation 
 9:45 am      Confirmation (HS) 
      11:00 am      Worship w/ Holy Communion 
  with Mixed Blessings 
 12:00 pm Palm Sunday Lunch (AC) 
 2:45 pm Brownie Troop 78737 (C) 
 5:30 pm NYG Getting Ready Mtg (HS) 
 

 WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS TO ABIDING LOVE!  
 

It is one of our greatest joys to welcome new people into membership in our 
community.  We are blessed to have guests and visitors growing closer in        
relationships and involvement in the life of the church. Membership in the       

congregation provides full participation in the leadership and missional direction 
of Abiding Love.  If you would you like to become a member we would be happy 

to welcome you!  We are currently inviting everyone interested in membership to 
contact Pr. Brad and to complete a Member Information form (ask an usher for a 

copy).  A New Member gathering for interested people will follow.   
 

 

            If you have any questions, contact Pr. Brad:                    
bhighum@abidinglove.org or 512-892-4040 

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR 
WEEKLY E-NEWS: 

 

Visit conta.cc/3GT3P4Z 
 

Or email:  
info@abidinglove.org 

 
For questions about the calendar, 

please visit our website: 
www.abidinglove.org or 

email: rroberts@abidinglove.org  

TODAY, MARCH 17: 
 

Family Friendly Work Day at Mariposa Learning Center 
from 2-4pm—all ages are welcome! 

 

There will be inside and outside work to do.  
If you can come, please bring: 

Yard Working Tools 
Work Gloves 

Water 
 

Please plan to come and join us as we work to help Mariposa look even nicer.  
Questions? Email Monte Jane Buaas: monte.buaas@gmail.com 
Mariposa FLC, 403 Vargas Rd, Austin, TX 78741 ~ 512.551.9877 

COMING SOON... 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 23:  
Austin Civic Orchestra Chamber Music Concert: ALLC Sanctuary ~ 7:30-9:00 pm 

 

MARCH 26:  
Taco Supper for UT students at LuMin (2100 San Antonio Street) ~ 5:00-7:00 pm 

 

APRIL 5-7:  
Abiding Love Camp Out at McKinney Falls State Park 

 

MAY 15-16:  
Everything is Sacred event with John Philip Newell 

 
 

Information about all of these events can be found in our weekly E-News.  
Not subscribed, yet? Email info@abidinglove.org to get your name on the list! 

mailto:bhighum@abidinglove.org

